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The System of Productive Forces 

Fuchs and Sevignani 2013 



The Complex Networks of Cycles of Digital Labour 

Fuchs and Sandoval 2014 



The Productive Forces and Their Relations as Part of a Society’s Structure 



Exploitation 

Inverse interdependent welfare or asymmetric dependence: the 
wealth of social groups is dependent on other social groups that 
profit less 
 
 
Exclusion: social groups ensure that the other social groups are 
excluded from the profit generating conditions and the profit 
itself (through private property rights) 
 
 
Appropriation: social groups are able to appropriate the wealth 
created by other social groups.  

Wright 1997, 10 



Surveillance as a critical concept 

surveillance as “a discriminatory process that sorts individuals on 
the basis of their estimated value or worth” (Gandy 1993, 1).  
 
surveillance technology “has been designed and is being continually 
revised to serve the interests of decision makers within the 
government and the corporate bureaucracies” (Gandy 1993, 95) 
 
Surveillance “is an antidemocratic system of control that cannot be 
transformed because it can serve no purpose other than that for 
which it was designed – the rationalization and control of human 
existence” (Gandy 1993, 227) 



The Rise of Commercial Surveillance-Driven Culture Production 



Commodification 

„everything that men had considered as inalienable became an 

object of exchange, of traffic and could be alienated. This is the time 

when the very things which till then had been communicated, but 

never exchanged; given, but never sold; acquired, but never bought 

virtue, love, conviction, knowledge, conscience, etc. when 

everything, in short, passed into commerce. It is the time of general 

corruption, of universal venality, or, to speak in terms of political 

economy, the time when everything, moral or physical, having 

become a marketable value, is brought to the market to be assessed 

at its truest value.”  

(Marx 1846-7, 30) 



Exploitation and Life-Chances 

Wright 2002, 846 

What exploitation adds “is a claim that conflicts of interest between classes are 
generated not simply by conflicts over the distribution and value of resources people 
bring to exchanges in the market, but also by the nature of the interactions and 
interdependencies generated by the use of those resources in productive activity” 
(Wright 2002, 844f) 



Exploitation 2.0 

Inverse interdependent welfare: The wealth of Internet services 
owners is dependent on users who profit less (in terms of money 
and network-making power) 
 
 
Exclusion: Web service owners ensure that users are excluded 
from the profit generating conditions and the profit itself 
(through private property rights for instance in SNS software) 
 
 
Appropriation: Internet service owners are able to appropriate 
the wealth that is mainly created by users in their online time 
(without the user activity on the platform, nothing could be sold 
to the advertising industry) 



Thank You for Your Attention! 
 
Sevignani, Sebastian (2016):  
Privacy and Capitalism in the  
Age of Social Media. New York: Routledge 
 
Mail to: sebastian.sevignani@uni-jena.de 
 
 
 
Literature: 
 
Castells, Manuel. 2011. “A Network Theory of Power.” International Journal of Communications 5: 773–87. 
 
Fuchs, Christian, and Sebastian Sevignani. 2013. “What Is Digital Labour? What Is Digital Work? What’s Their Difference? And Why Do These Questions Matter for Understanding Social Media?” 
tripleC: Communication, Capitalism & Critique. Open Access Journal for a Global Sustainable Information Society 11 (2): 237–93. 
 
Fuchs, Christian, and Marisol Sandoval. 2014. “Digital Workers of the World Unite! A Framework for Critically Theorising and Analysing Digital Labour.” tripleC: Communication, Capitalism & 
Critique. Open Access Journal for a Global Sustainable Information Society 12 (2): 486–563. 
 
Wright, Erik Olin. 1997. Class Counts: Comparative Studies in Class Analysis. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Wright, Erik Olin. 2002. “The Shadow of Exploitation in Weber’s Class Analysis.” American Sociological Review 67 (6): 832–53. doi:10.2307/3088972. 


