
Trip to German] 
for history teat 

"It wwas the trip of a Iifetime 
and there are not enough words 
to de~cribe what I saw," 

Thnt was Thomas Bittner, a 
10th grade ~IlabnI history and 
geog-raphy t~aches  a t  North 
Collrns JtlSr. High School, rp- 
action on his r ~ r e n t  two week 
trip to C+rmanp as part of the 
Gethe-Institute 'CVashlagton's 
Transatlantic Ontreach Program 
this summer. 

Hlttner, who has taucht for 
20 ypars, the past I3 years in 

/ North Collins, was onp of 100 
/ social s tudr~s tcnchers F P ~ P C ~ P ~  

from nrmw t h r  L-nited Stntrs 
and Canntl:~tepartlr ipat~ 111 thrs 

- -all-rspenses-paid gtudyltravel 
semln;lr. 
T ~ P  TOP Program has 'been in 

p l a r ~  5ince 2001 and according 
to their mission stat~rnent, thrir 
gnal as t n n r o v l d ~  for some of thr 
h ~ t  swia l  stud~t~r rdvcntors in 
tht Unltctti Ptatrq and r:;~nad;t, 
global u n t l e r s t u n d ~ n ~  ftom an 
int~rnat1on;il persp~ctive using 
modern C;~rmany n- t he basis for 
comparison and contrast. 

"I knew about ths proqam fnr 
several pears h ~ f o r e  1 applied," 
said Bittner. "I didn't think I'd 
be acceptpa, hut I figured I'd 
give it a tv this yPar+ 1 couldn't 
believe it when 1 was told J mas 
chosen in March. This is such an 
opportunity." 

There were I4 In his poup, led 
by Wood Powell, the prog-ram's 
coordinator, that left a t  the end 
of July. Places they t o u r 4  m- 
cluded Brrlin, Frankfurt (Oder), 
Cotthus (70 miles east of Berlin 
and formerly of East Germanv), 
K~~s~~l,Osth~imJRh~n,Stutt~a~ 
and Frankfurt am Main. 

There was so much to see and 
it was awe inspiring to walk 
through areas that had thou- 
sands ofyears ofhistory attached 
to them," said Bittner. "Thi~ is 
histoy corning to life." 

Sot only did Bittner visit areas 
richly stwped in history, they 
wPre dso Introduced to the new 
and modern Germany 

"The industry was amazing. 
The c~ties were a mixture of old 
and new and it seemed t o  work 
well in most places," h~ said. 

Theywent toi'attenf~ll E m p e  
l i i ~ a n g  and Genrrnt ion, a Pwed- 
is11 e n e r p  supplier near Soidt- 
hrrp, Brandenburg to obsen~e 
oprn cast mining. 

They also r i s i t d  Rnmbardi~s 
Trancprtation,in Kassel, whrre 
the t . i r t$oty  producrl.: Incomn- 
tives. 

.blot hrr unlclur I m s i n ~ ~ q  was 
Bionade in OsthetmlKhw, the 
manufacturers of n popzilar 
nnn-~lcohnllc  fermrntet? rlnnk 
from organic i n ~ ~ d i ~ n ! ~  anti :m 
organic fmit F3rm In Frankfurt 
am )Inin. 

The Eroup r i e i t ~ d  s e r ~ r n l  
srhools, includine Europa-Uni- 
versitnt Yiarlr ina Prnnkft~rt 
(Oder), an e l e r n ~ n t a ~  a d o r  a 
vocntionn! who01 in Frankfurt 
am Jlain and the (hethe-Ckm- 
nasium in Frankfurt, 

They also v~slted Hessisches ' 

amt ftrr Lehrerbildun~ [Inst i- 
tute for Teacher Training and 
Further Rducation)inFr~nkfurt 
am Jiain. 

There were trips to the Mer- 
cedrs-Benz Museum, the Broth- 
ers Gnmm Museum, the Ho- 
locaust Memorial in Berlin, a 
newspaper, a visit it the Goethe 
House and much more. 

"1 took h u n d r ~ d s  o f  photo- 
graphs and w r o t ~  down a lot of 
~nfnrmat~nn,"said Rittnet"1 plan 



Brandenburg Gate in BerlDir 
Thc Erand~nburq Gate was commiss~oneo o)r Friedrich vvnlnelrn 11 no repneqCnt p r a w  * ~ n r l  

was construcZed rn 1791. It still stands today In Cr.r!ln, Germarry and aictured in front of the 
11 qnt- a v  t h ~  T O C ~ ~ ? !  s!urjy fcachers from the United States, i~clur! ing Thomas EiiTtnec f-am 
i -  I t h r  Moeh Celllns JrlSr. High Schcot, f!fTh nm from the left, who p a C k f p s i m  in !his year'? 

cowrat ing a lot of this int o 
.' mv classsoom this vear and for 

years t o  come." 
" its Rn i n t e ~ e s t i n ~  side note, 
i- Rither. whn had studied GCT- 

qr in  hig 
rn a pure 
ried to e 

muc11 berman as poscmle nn 
the trip. 

O- 'On one o f  the trains, we were 
a talking to  some students, who .- 

being pt not too 
~ s t d  iinw ret-ng 
v, 11nt11 I n  I Buffalo 

"' and John Maynard while t ryng 
L" to describe w h e r ~  I was from. 

I It. *11. 1 . 1  I 

.- , - -  

for a ye: 

?Tlte, hut 
hat we we 
nentionw . . ,  

"Their fwes lipht ~ l p  then and 
they asked about ,lohnhIapard, 
a very famous poem hv r+rman 
author Theodor Fontane, re- 
cnunt in~  the deeds of a G ~ r m n n  
helmsman who died sal-inq oth- 
ers, RS their ship sink? in Lnke 
Erie by Silver Creek. We really 
connected hecause of that." 

A Sou r-foot- by-four-foot pl aquc 
of the poem En Geman, wlth an 
English translation hp Hamburg 
restdent Burt Erickson l;e!son 
was installed at Zhp Erie Basin 
Marina on June 10.1998 md is 
v~sited hv many German tourasta 
annuallv. 

Accordinc to R ~ t t n ~ r .  this lrip 
has oprn~rl up a whole new vr- ' 
of possrhiliti~a to sl 
students. 

"I can't wait to share this el . 
rience with all mv ~tudents,  t h s  
pear's awl tllp yrars kn come. 

"T learned ao much and I hope 
I will hc able to PRSR nn my en- 
t,husias to them.' 

Fur itlformntion ( m s -  
atlnntic OutreachPmparn,x-isit 
t hnrlj'eb siteat w w . ~ o ~ t h c . d r /  
top. or request a copy o f  the Mod- 
ern Germmv Update newsletter 
hv sending an e-mail t o  trip@ 
~ashinfl~tc 
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." to describe where I was rrum. - 

Histow llves InGermany and 
one can travel through time 
as one travels through its 
countnyside.ds anexample, 
the Berliner Dom, left, a ba- 
roquecathdral was built by 
Emperor Willern I1 hebeen 
1894 and 1905 in Berl~n. 
To: the right is the much 
more modern Sany Center 
am Potsdarner Platt, also 
in Berlin. Construction for 
this office, living space, res- 


