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BERLIN & BEYOND AUTUMN SHOWCASE KICKS OFF FESTIVAL’S 
20

TH
 ANNIVERSARY SEASON  

Thrilling Night at the Historic Roxie Theater Showcases 3 Screenings of the Best in Recent 
German Language Cinema Headlined by the Most Celebrated German Film of the Year 

Victoria 

Thursday, August 27, 2015 (San Francisco, CA) 

Presented by the Goethe-Institut San Francisco, the Berlin & Beyond Film Festival is proud 
to launch its 20

th
 Anniversary with a one-night mini-festival of celebrated German-language film, 

the 2nd Annual Berlin & Beyond Autumn Showcase. Sunday, September 27, 2015, 4:30 PM 
- Midnight, at the historic Roxie Theater in the Mission. Three celebrated works from Germany 

will screen in anticipation of Berlin & Beyond’s 20
th
 Anniversary film festival next January. 

The day of award-winning cinema will begin with an encore screening of the winner of this past 
January’s 19

th
 Berlin & Beyond Film Festival in the category of Narrative Feature Premiere: 

Marcus H. Rosenmüller’s Best Chance. This is followed by the exclusive Northern California 
premieres of the two of the most celebrated German films of recent. Sebastian Schipper’s 
cinematic achievement - Victoria - swept this year’s German Film Awards, winning six Lolas, 
including Best Film in Gold, Best Director, and Best Actress for Laia Costa (who played the role of 
Victoria). Bora Dagtekin’s irreverent school comedy Fack ju Göhte drew over six million 
admissions in Germany and became one of the most successful German films of all time. 
 
All films screen at Roxie Theater, 3117 16th Street, San Francisco. 
 
Contact Berlin & Beyond’s festival director Sophoan Sorn for hi-res stills and other press and 
media requests: sophoan.sorn@gmail.com 
 
TICKETS 
 
Advance Tickets: BerlinBeyond.com 
 
Per Film: $13.00 General / $12.00 Seniors & Students / $11.00 Berlin & Beyond Members   
 
Autumn Showcase Pass: $33.00 General Public / $30.00 Berlin & Beyond Members. 
 
 
 
 



FULL FILM DETAILS 
 
BEST CHANCE (BESTE CHANCE) 
Sun., Sept. 27, 2015 - 4:30 PM 
Roxie Theater, SF 
102 mins. (Germany; 2014) in German and English with English subtitles. BluRay projection. 
Trailer: https://youtu.be/ZoSGab3C6yg  
 
"Since graduating from high school five years ago, best friends Jo (Rosalie Thomass) and Kati 
(Anna Maria Sturm) have not been in touch with each other. While Jo has been traveling the 
world – ending up in India – Kati has been struggling with college life and her final exams. After 
receiving a disturbing voicemail from Jo, Kati immediately drops everything and returns to her 
hometown in rural Bavaria to round up the old buddies in order to launch a rescue mission for Jo. 
Time has passed there, too. Rocky (Ferdinand Schmidt-Modrow, The Wave) and Toni (Volker 
Bruch, Generation War) are caught up in their own marriages and family lives, so naturally their 
response to Kati’s idea is not filled with enthusiasm. Outraged and disappointed, but still 
convinced she’s doing the right thing, Kati sets off on her own en route to an Ashram in India, as 
Jo is on her way home." Starring Anna Maria Sturm, Rosalie Thomass, Volker Bruch, 
Ferdinand Schmidt-Modrow. 
 
Director Marcus H. Rosenmüller was born in 1973 in Tegernsee, in Bavaria. He studied at the 
University of Television and Film Munich from 1995 to 2002. His breakthrough came with his first 
feature, Grave Decisions (2006), which won three German Film Awards, including Best Film in 
Silver and Best Director. He began work on the successful Tandern trilogy in 2006 with Beste 
Zeit. After filming Beste Gegend, he shot the concluding part, Beste Chance in Upper Bavaria 
and India in 2013. His second passion is the stage where he tours Germany together with the 
composer Gerd Baumann, performing their poems. 
 
VICTORIA 
Sun., Sept. 27, 2015 - 6:30 PM 
Roxie Theater, SF 
Northern California Premiere 
138 mins. (Germany; 2015) in German and English with English subtitles. DCP projection. 
Trailer: https://vimeo.com/134661615 
 
"This film is not a movie; it’s not about a bank robbery. It is bank robbery. “Victoria” was shot in 
one single take. Two hours and eighteen minutes. No cuts. No CGI. No cheap tricks. No 
expensive ones, either. Just one shot. Victoria, a young woman from Madrid, meets four local 
Berliners outside a nightclub. Sonne and his friends promise to show her a good time and the real 
side of the city. But these lads have gotten themselves into hot water: they owe someone a 
dangerous favor that requires repaying that evening. As Victoria’s flirtation with Sonne deepens 
into something more, he convinces her to come along for the ride. And later, when things become 
more ominous and possibly lethally dangerous for Sonne, she insists  on coming along. As the 
night takes on an ever more menacing character, what started out as a good time, quickly spirals 
out of control. As dawn approaches, Victoria and Sonne address the inevitable: it’s all or nothing 
and they abandon themselves to a heart-stopping race into the depths of hell.” Starring Laia 
Costa, Frederick Lau, Franz Rogowski, Burak Yigit, Max Mauff. 
 
An Adopt Films release, Victoria will open in New York City and Los Angeles on October 9, 2015, 
followed by San Francisco and Berkeley on October 16, 2015, among select cities across the 
U.S. 
 
Director Sebastian Schipper was born in Hanover, Germany in 1968. He studied acting at the 
Otto Falckenberg School of the  Performing Arts in Munich and subsequently spent two years in 
the Munich Kammerspiele ensemble. He has appeared as an actor in films by Sönke Wortmann, 
Tom Tykwer (Run Lola Run, 3), Romuald Karmakar, and Anthony Minghella (The English 



Patient).  His directing debut, Gigantic, for which won the German Film Award. Victoria is his 
fourth film as Director. 
 
FACK JU GÖHTE (SUCK ME SHAKESPEER) 
Sun., Sept. 27, 2015 - 9:30 PM 
Roxie Theater, SF 
Northern California Premiere 
118 mins. (Germany; 2013) in German with English subtitles. BluRay projection. 
Trailer: https://youtu.be/p7a1h0V1AhI 
 
"Somebody built a school gym directly over the stolen cash his table-dancing girlfriend Charlie 
buried for him. And now, ex-con Zeki Müller has no choice but to pass himself off as a substitute 
teacher at the Goethe Comprehensive School, thus providing the educational system with one 
more problem, such as the craziest teacher of all time. At night, Zeki digs secretly for his loot: 
during the day, he uses drastic yet effective methods to bring the unruly kids of class 10B back on 
track. Although his prim and proper fellow teacher Lisi Schnabelstedt condemns the unorthodox 
pedagogical approach taken by her new “colleague”, she nevertheless finds herself falling in love 
with Zeki and even helps him dig up something more valuable than cash, namely the remains of 
his own moral integrity." Starring Elyas M’Barek, Karoline Herfurth, Katja Riemann. 
 
Director Bora Dagtekin was born in Hanover in 1978 to a German mother and a Turkish father. 
He studied screenwriting at the Filmakademie Baden-Württemberg and graduated in 2006. Bora 
Dagtekin’s first comedy as a writer, Where is Fred, hit the big screen in 2006. His debut feature, 
Turkish for Beginners – The Movie, based on a television series he created, became the most 
successful German movie of 2012, receiving the Bambi Award, the Video Champion Award and 
the Bavarian movie audience award. Fack ju Göhte (Suck Me Shakespeer), Dagtekin’s second 
feature as writer/director, became one of the top ten grossing German Films of all time. 

 
BERLIN & BEYOND FILM FESTIVAL  
 
Since 1996, the Berlin & Beyond Film Festival has been the leading festival of contemporary 
German cinema in the Americas, and has presented over 500 motion pictures, along with the 
presence of celebrated film figures, including Mario Adorf, Fatih Akin, Moritz Bleibtreu, Daniel 
Bruhl, Hannelore Elsner, Florian David Fitz, Bruno Ganz, Barbara Sukowa and Wim Wenders. 
The festival is presented by the Goethe-Institut San Francisco, a national cultural institution of the 
Federal Republic of Germany. The main 20th Berlin & Beyond Film Festival will take place 
January 14th- 17th, 2016 at the Castro Theatre movie palace along with dates in three other 
venues through January 24

th
, 2016. These additional venues will be announced later in the fall.  

 
www.berlinbeyond.com 
 
GOETHE-INSTITUT  
 
The Goethe-Institut is Germany’s official cultural center comprised of 159 institutes in 98 
countries. The Institut exists to promote art and films from Germany, the study of the German  
language, and encourage the international cultural exchange with Germany. The San Francisco  
branch has been promoting German culture and language since 1967. Its year-round cultural  
activities include up to five art exhibitions, weekly film screenings, annual events with local  
cultural institutions and periodic social gatherings. 
 
www.goethe.de/sanfrancisco  
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