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BERLIN & BEYOND CELEBRATES 20th ANNIVERSARY WITH BERLIN, SYMPHONY 

OF A GREAT CITY IN CONCERT WITH GERMAN TRIO 
 

Walther Ruttman’s Classic Silent, Accompanied by Berlin-Based  
Electronic/Acoustic Trio ALP, Will Close the Festival’s Castro Run 

 
Monday, December 21, 2015 
 
(San Francisco, CA)  
 
The 20th Berlin & Beyond Film Festival (Jan 14-Jan 20, 2016) will celebrate its anniversary and 
close its four day Castro program on January 17th with a screening of Walther Ruttman’s classic 
documentary Berlin, Symphony of a Great City in a new 64 minute restored version, 
accompanied by a performance by guest musicians ALP. ALP, a trio of electro-acoustic 
improvisers from disparate corners of the vast Berlin experimental scene, is known primarily for 
their live scoring work, which seeks to enliven classic silent’s, providing contemporary 
accompaniment that fuses rock, electronic and modern ambient in a live setting. This will be 
their first performance in the United States. 
 
“Since its founding in 1996, Berlin & Beyond has sought to bring San Francisco audiences a 
window into the world of German-language film, both classic and contemporary,” said festival 
president Sabine Erlenwein. “To celebrate our 20th year, we chose a pairing of the two 
sensibilities; Ruttman’s timeless love-letter and ALP’s resoundingly current performance speak to 
both the rich cinematic history and cultural dynamism of our namesake.” 
 
Following its four-day Castro run, Berlin & Beyond will continue at the Goethe-Institut at 530 Bush 
Street through Wednesday Jan 20th. 
 
ABOUT ALP 
 
Founded in 1998 by Mattef Kuhlmey and Tom van Alp, Berlin-based electronic/acoustic trio ALP 
(Aggressive Loop Productions) has been performing live accompaniment to classic silent films 
since 2002. Several lineup changes and guest musicians led to their current incarnation: 
composer Kuhlmey on bass guitar, guitar and electronics; fine artist and musician Konrad Hempel 
on guitar and vocals; and multi-instrumentalist Alex Lode playing drums, organ and sampler. 
 
Originally a Big Beat duo, ALP’s style has evolved into a driving combination of live instrumental 
rock and modern electronic soundscapes, uniting guitar noise and Kraut-rock influences with 
more ambient experimentalism. In their work with film, they aim to provide a modern counterpoint 
to the style of the traditional piano or orchestral cinema soundtrack. 
 



ALP has performed their individually composed live soundtracks to a bevy of classic silents 
including F. W. Murnau’s Nosferatu, Bunuel’s An Andalusian Dog, The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari and 
Battleship Potemkin.  
 
BERLIN, SYMPHONY OF A GREAT CITY 
 
Director Walter Ruttman's stylized portrait of a day in the life of a city begins on a train at dawn 
and ends at the stroke of midnight, showing Berliners at hard work by day and enjoying the city's 
boisterous nightlife. A feature-length montage filmed in five reels, the film was heavily influenced 
by the earlier works of Russian filmmaker Dziga Vertov, and was itself very influential in fostering 
the "city symphony" or "opus" genre, in which it has frequently been copied but seldom 
surpassed. Though the film celebrates a lively city, recently recovered from the economic 
recession of the 1920s, there is also a degree of poignancy to seeing the everyday affairs of a 
city so far from and yet so near to the horrors of the Nazi regime that would soon come. Though 
Berlin, Symphony of a Great City has been accompanied by many musical tracks in its lifetime, 
this silent documentary carries its own internal rhythm through its tight, measured editing.  
 
Berlin, Symphony of a Great City (Germany 1927) runs 64 minutes and will screen at the 
Castro Theatre in DCP on January 17th at 8pm. 
 
Admission: $15.00 General Admission. Discounts available for seniors 65+, students 26 years old 
and younger, disabled individuals and Berlin & Beyond members. 
 
For photos and press materials, email the festival publicist at jackson.scarlett@gmail.com. 
 
20TH BERLIN & BEYOND FILM FESTIVAL  
 
Since 1996, Berlin & Beyond Film Festival has been the leading festival of contemporary German 
cinema in the Americas, and has presented over 500 motion pictures, along with the presence of 
celebrated film figures, including Fatih Akin, Moritz Bleibtreu, Daniel Brühl, Hannelore Elsner, 
Florian David Fitz, Bruno Ganz, Barbara Sukowa and Wim Wenders. The festival is presented by 
the Goethe-Institut San Francisco, an official cultural institution of the Federal Republic of 
Germany. Berlin & Beyond’s mini-festival in Hawaii had its third edition took place November 6th-
8th, 2015 at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. Prior to that, Berlin & Beyond held its second 
Autumn Showcase at the Roxie Theater in San Francisco in September 2015. The 20th Berlin & 
Beyond Film Festival will take place January 14th-17th at the Castro Theatre and Jan. 18th-20th at 
Goethe-Institut, followed by a special encore day in Stockton on January 31st at the University of 
the Pacific’s Janet Leigh Theatre. Including seasonal programming, Berlin & Beyond receives a 
combined attendance of over 12,000 people annually. 
 
For festival information, go to www.berlinbeyond.com 
 
GOETHE-INSTITUT 
 
The Goethe-Institut is Germany’s official cultural center comprised of 160 institutes in 94 
countries. The Goethe-Institut exists to promote art and films from Germany, the study of the 
German language, and encourage the international cultural exchange with Germany. The San 
Francisco branch has been promoting German culture and language since 1967. Its year-round 
cultural activities include art exhibitions, film screenings, and special events with local cultural 
institutions. 
 
Official website:  www.goethe.de/sanfrancisco  
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