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BERLIN & BEYOND MARKS 20TH ANNIVERSARY  
WITH FIRST EVER STOCKTON ENCORE DAY 

 
San Francisco Festival Brings Festival Highlights to Janet Leigh Theatre on Jan 31st 

 
Thursday, January 21, 2016 
 
(San Francisco, CA)  
 
The 20th Berlin & Beyond Film Festival (Jan 14-Feb 20) has announced that it will continue its 20th 
anniversary celebration with an encore day of special screenings at the Janet Leigh Theatre at 
University of the Pacific in Stockton, California on January 31st, 2016. This will be the festival’s 
first encore day in California’s Central Valley in Stockton. In previous years, Berlin & Beyond has 
held encore days in Berkeley, Mendocino, Palo Alto, and San Jose. 
 
“I am excited to bring to my hometown a selection of brilliant films from the main lineup of Berlin & 
Beyond Film Festival, which I have had the honor of working with for the past six years,” said 
Festival Director Sophoan Sorn. “Past selections of Berlin & Beyond have also been featured in 
the local San Joaquin International Film Festival, including Christian Petzold’s ‘Barbara’ and Doris 
Dörrie’s ‘Cherry Blossoms’. On this special 20th anniversary occasion, I felt it would be the perfect 
time to bring a larger and rarer selection of films from German-speaking countries to the Central 
Valley.” 
 
The festival’s Stockton encore day will begin with a shorts program featuring 2015’s Gold, Silver 
and Bronze Student Academy Awards recipients. Stockton audiences will then enjoy the festival’s 
sole screening of Sue Rynard’s impactful ecological documentary The Messenger. Festival 
standouts Tour de Force, an adventure drama starring popular German acting mainstay Florian 
David Fitz, and German Kral’s outstanding performance documentary Our Last Tango, executive 
produced by Wim Wenders, will also show. Screenings will conclude with a special encore 
showing of Berlin & Beyond 20’s Opening Night film, Who Am I – No System Is Safe, a 
compelling new blockbuster from Baran Bo Odar (The Silence) which has already been acquired 
for a Hollywood remake.  
 
Complete film info below: 
 
SHORTS PROGRAM 
Sun. Jan. 31, 2016 11:00 A.M. 
 
FIDELITY 
(SADAKAT) 
Director: Ilker Catak 



Starring: Ozer Arslan, Sanem Oge 
25 mins. Germany, Turkey (2014). Turkish w/ English subtitles. 
Central Valley Premiere 
2015 Student Academy Award winner, Foreign Film Gold. Istanbul 2014: Asli shelters a 
young political activist. The police investigate the case and ends up questioning her family. Drawn 
into the affair, their lives, and also their son's, become compromised. 
 
EVERYTHING WILL BE OKAY 
(ALLES WIRD GUT) 
Director: Patrick Vollrath 
Starring: Simon Schwarz, Julia Pointner, Marion Rottenhofer 
30 mins. Austria, Germany (2015). German w/ English subtitles. 
Central Valley Premiere 
2016 Academy Award nominee, Live Action Short. 2015 Student Academy Award winner, 
Foreign Film Bronze. A divorced father picks up his eight year-old daughter Lea. What seems 
like every second weekend becomes a fateful journey. 
 
THE LAST WILL 
(ERLEDIGUNG EINER SACHE) 
Director: Dustin Loose 
Starring: Ludwig Trepte, 
Robert Hunger-Buhler, Nina Petri 
21 mins. Germany (2014). German w/ English subtitles. 
Central Valley Premiere 
2015 Student Academy Award winner, Foreign Film Silver. To fulfill the last will of his mother, 
young Jakob Adler needs to meet his bio- logical father, an inmate who murdered his own brother 
25 years prior. As Jakob talks to the doctor in charge, Dr. Weiss, the true scale of the tragedy that 
happened long time ago unfolds.  
 
THE MESSENGER  
Sun. Jan. 31, 2016 1:00 P.M. 
Director: Su Rynard 
U.S. Distributor: Kino Lorber 
90 mins. Canada, France, Costa Rica, Germany, Netherlands, Turkey, USA (2015). BD. English, 
French, German, Dutch w/ English subtitles. Documentary 
Su Rynard’s wide-ranging and contempla- tive documentary explores our deep-seated 
connection to birds and warns that the uncertain fate of songbirds might mirror our own. Moving 
from the northern reaches of the Boreal Forest to the base of Mount Ararat in Turkey to the 
streets of New York, The Messenger brings us face-to- face with a remarkable variety of human- 
made perils that have devastated thrushes, warblers, orioles, tanagers, grosbeaks and many 
other airborne music-makers. On one level, this film is an engaging, visually stunning, emotional 
journey, one that mixes its elegiac message with hopeful notes and unique glances into the 
influence of song- birds on our own expressions of the soul. On another level, it is the artful story 
about the mass depletion of songbirds on multiple continents, and about those who are work- ing 
to turn the tide. In ancient times humans looked to the flight and songs of birds to protect the 
future. Today once again, birds have something to tell us.  
 
TOUR DE FORCE  
(HIN UND WEG) 
Sun. Jan. 31, 2016 3:00 P.M. 
Director: Christian Zubert 
Starring: Florian David Fitz, Hannelore Elsner, Johannes Allmayer, Julia Koschitz, Jurgen Vogel, 
Miriam Stein, Victoria Mayer, Volker Bruch 
95 mins. Germany (2014). DCP. German w/ English subtitles. 
Belgium, of all places! What's Belgium got besides chocolates and fries? No matter, this year it 
was Hannes' and Kiki's turn to choose the destination of their annual bike tour with their closest 



friends. They all look forward to the adventure, after all, they know that what counts the most is 
the time they spend together. It's only after the tour has begun that Hannes tells his friends that 
he's suffering from an incurable disease. The trip is to be his last. At first, the troup is shocked 
and helpless, but after they hit the road again, they embark on a wild and one-of-a-kind 
adventure. Through Hannes, they realize how precious life is. Equipped with a list of things that 
still remain to do, and aware that nothing will be the same after this trip, they celebrate life as they 
never have before...  
 
OUR LAST TANGO  
(UN TANGO MÁS) 
Sun. Jan. 31, 2016 6:00 P.M. 
85 mins. Germany, Argentina (2015). Spanish w/ English subtitles. Documentary 
Director: German Kral 
Our Last Tango is above all a love story. A story of love between the two most famous dancers 
in tango’s history. And the story of their tremendous love of tango. María Nieves Rego (80) and 
Juan Carlos Copes (83) met when they were 14 and 17, and they danced together for nearly fifty 
years. In all those years they loved and hated each other and went through several painful 
separations but always got back together. No other man danced like Juan and no other woman 
danced like María! Eventually, he left her for good for a woman 20 years younger with whom he 
fathered two children. Now, at the end of their lives, Juan and María are willing to open up about 
their love, their hatred, and their passion. They tell their story to a group of young tango dancers 
and choreographers from Buenos Aires, who transform the most beautiful, moving and dramatic 
moments of Juan and María’s lives into incredible tango choreography. These beautifully-shot 
per- formances compliment soul-searching interviews and documentary moments of the film, 
making this an unforgettable journey into the heart of the tango. Executive produced by Wim 
Wenders.  
 
WHO AM I – NO SYSTEM IS SAFE 
(WHO AM I – KEIN SYSTEM IST SICHER) 
Sun. Jan. 31, 2016 8:00 P.M. 
SAN FRANCISCO OPENING NIGHT FILM ENCORE 
105 mins. Germany (2014). DCP. German w/ English subtitles. 
Director: Baran bo Odar 
Starring: Tom Schilling, Elyas M'Barek, Wotan Wilke Mohring, Antoine Monot Jr., Hannah 
Herzsprung, Trine Dyrholm Cinematography: Nikolaus Summerer Producers: Quirin Berg, Max 
Wiedemann 
Winner of three German Film Awards and winner of a Bavarian Film Award for Best 
Direction. Berlin computer whiz- turned-hacker Ben (Tom Schilling) feels more at home in the 
virtual world than he does in the real one. When the charismatic and revolutionary hacker Max 
(Elyas M’Barek) asks Ben to put his skills to use and “hack the world,” they form the collective 
“CLAY” (Clowns Laughing At You). Instead of lofty political goals, the group shocks the world with 
humor and guerilla-like pranks. As the team’s popularity grows, and just as Ben starts feeling like 
he finally belongs somewhere, he’s forced to figure out how to escape not only from his law 
enforcement pursuers, but his dangerous new friends. –German Currents Film Festival 
Warner Bros. acquired remake rights for Who Am I in 2014. Baran bo Odar’s previous film The 
Silence had its North American Premiere at Berlin & Beyond 2010.  
 
Admission: $11.00 General Admission. Discounts available for seniors 65+, students 26 years old 
and younger, disabled individuals and Berlin & Beyond members. 
 
For photos and press materials, email the festival publicist at jackson.scarlett@gmail.com. 
 
20TH BERLIN & BEYOND FILM FESTIVAL  
 
Since 1996, Berlin & Beyond Film Festival has been the leading festival of contemporary German 
cinema in the Americas, and has presented over 500 motion pictures, along with the presence of 



celebrated film figures, including Fatih Akin, Moritz Bleibtreu, Daniel Brühl, Hannelore Elsner, 
Florian David Fitz, Bruno Ganz, Barbara Sukowa and Wim Wenders. The festival is presented by 
the Goethe-Institut San Francisco, an official cultural institution of the Federal Republic of 
Germany. Berlin & Beyond’s mini-festival in Hawaii had its third edition took place November 6th-
8th, 2015 at the University of Hawai’i at Mānoa. Prior to that, Berlin & Beyond held its second 
Autumn Showcase at the Roxie Theater in San Francisco in September 2015. The 20th Berlin & 
Beyond Film Festival will take place January 14th-17th at the Castro Theatre and Jan. 18th-20th at 
Goethe-Institut, followed by a special encore day in Stockton on January 31st at the University of 
the Pacific’s Janet Leigh Theatre. Including seasonal programming, Berlin & Beyond receives a 
combined attendance of over 12,000 people annually. 
 
For festival information, go to www.berlinbeyond.com 
 
GOETHE-INSTITUT 
 
The Goethe-Institut is Germany’s official cultural center comprised of 160 institutes in 94 
countries. The Goethe-Institut exists to promote art and films from Germany, the study of the 
German language, and encourage the international cultural exchange with Germany. The San 
Francisco branch has been promoting German culture and language since 1967. Its year-round 
cultural activities include art exhibitions, film screenings, and special events with local cultural 
institutions. 
 
Official website:  www.goethe.de/sanfrancisco  
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