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YOUTH 4 GERMAN CINEMA 2016 JURY AND AWARD-WINNING FILMS 

ANNOUNCED 
 

December 16, 2016 
 
(San Francisco, CA) 
 
The Goethe-Institut San Francisco’s 21st Berlin & Beyond Film Festival (Feb 3-8, 
2017) and the North America youth portal Step Into German proudly announce the 
winners of the fourth Youth 4 German Cinema program, a unique student-juried 
competition offering high school students the opportunity to participate in an 
internationally recognized film festival. The awarded films, which will screen during the 
festival at the legendary Castro Theatre movie palace, were chosen by a jury of six 
students selected from over 100 applicants from across the United States of America, 
Canada and Mexico.  

The six jury participants will be flown to San Francisco and receive an all-access 
experience to the festival, where they will walk the red carpet on Opening Night, 
introduce their film selections and participate in on-stage discussions at the Youth 4 
German Cinema screenings. They will participate in a screenwriting workshop with 
Oliver Schütte, who is a founding member of the German Film Academy. He has been 
working as a script consultant since 1990, and he has worked as a writer, script 
consultant, and as a lecturer in Germany, Austria, Poland, and Switzerland. 

“Selecting the jury has been particularly hard this year because of all the many witty, 
engaging and smart application videos from which we had to choose only six to be part 
of the film festival,” said Julia Koch, coordinator of Y4GC. “We are excited to welcome 
these young people here in San Francisco and see how they delve into the workshops 
and the festival life.” 
 
YOUTH 4 GERMAN CINEMA JURY 2016-2017 

 Alienor Rose Goodman, 16, New York City, New York 

 Jonathan Christopher Kuse, 16, St. Louis, Missouri 

 Logan Tarbert Chelmo, 15, Shakopee, Minnesota 

 Philip Alexander Schwenteck, 17, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

 Angel Olea Romero Ugarte, 17, Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico 

 Ainara Murueta Arreola, 16, Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico  
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WINNING FILMS 
 
The 2016-2017 Youth 4 German Cinema jury has chosen Evi Goldbrunner and Joachim 
Dollhopf’s family drama “At Eye Level” as this year’s winning film, which has already  
convinced German critics after its release in Germany earlier this year. The jury found it  
to be “emotional and gripping” with “a heartwarming story”, “told in a creative and  
visually interesting way”, emphasizing its “meaningful message” against discrimination.  
For their first feature film, the two directors cast Canadian actor Jordan Prentice, a 
person of short stature, who is mostly known for his role in Martin McDonagh’s “In 
Bruges”. “At  Eye Level” has been honored on an array of youth film festivals around the 
world, including the Kinderfilmfest Audience Award at the Munich International Film 
Festival in Germany and the Grand Prize of the Okinawa Children’s Film Festival in 
Japan.  
 
The jury also sang from the same hymnal regarding the runner-up “Hanna’s Sleeping 
Dogs” by Andreas Gruber, lining out its “clear narrative and good direction” which “at  
times seems to go into melodrama, pushing the characters through more and more pain 
and struggle.” The film deals with antisemitism in 1960’s Austria and a young 
courageous girl standing up for herself and for her religion. 
 
AT EYE LEVEL (AUF AUGENHÖHE) 

Michael, an 11 year old orphan, lives in a children's home and has to fight each day to 
win the respect of the other children. One day, he finds out who his real father is and 
writes him a letter. His father, Tom, happens to be a person of short stature, who is even 
shorter than Michael. He wants to accept the challenge of fatherhood, even though he 
knew nothing about Michael until now. For Michael, Tom’s handicap is a disaster, as he 
feels that it is opposite of the manliness and strength he envisioned his father to have. 
When the other children finds out, Michael’s life becomes a disaster and he runs away 
from the children's home. With no other place to go, he moves in with Tom. Tom is new 
to fatherhood but tries his best, while Michael tries to hide his embarrassment from his 
classmates. This forces Tom to confront his handicap head on. As time passes, they 
discover that they have more in common than other sons and fathers, and form an 
unlikely bond. 
 
Directors/Screenwriters:Evi Goldbrunner, Joachim Dollhopf  
Main Cast: Luis Vorbach, Jordan Prentice, Ella Frey, Marco Licht, Anica Dobra 
106 mins. Germany, 2016. DCP Projection. Presented in German with English Subtitles. 

Screens Fri., Feb., 3, 2017 – 10:00 AM at Castro Theatre, San Francisco  
North American Premiere 
 
HANNA'S SLEEPING DOGS (HANNAS SCHLAFENDE HUNDE) 

There‘s a very good reason why you should let sleeping dogs lie, as nine-year-old 
Johanna discovers. Growing up a “good Catholic girl” in the provincial Austrian town of 
Wels in the late 1960s, she learns from her grandmother her family‘s secret: they are 
Jewish. Life now starts to change, uncomfortably so: the caretaker bullies her, the 
religion teacher ignores her and her traumatized mother stops talking to people. Both 
older women know exactly who were the very worst Nazis back then. After the war they 
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reinvented themselves as devout Catholics. Johanna, however, is determined not to 
hide, she wants to be proud of her heritage and now becomes Hanna. But the "sleeping 
dogs" are awake, they are starting to bark and they still have their teeth. Hanna's 
Sleeping Dogs is based on the novel "Schlafende Hunde" by Elisabeth Escher, in which 
she recounts her true life experience. Writer-director Andreas Gruber grew up with her in 
Wels in the 1960s and is thus also personally familiar with the story‘s milieu. 
 
Director: Andreas Gruber 
Screenwriter: Andreas Gruber based on a novel by Elisabeth Escher 
Main Cast: Hannelore Elsner, Nike Seitz, Franziska Weisz, Rainer Egger, Elfriede Irrall 
124 mins. Germany & Austria, 2016. BluRay Projection. Presented in German with 
English subtitles.  

Screens Fri., Feb. 3, 2017 – 12:15 PM at Castro Theatre, San Francisco  
West Coast Premiere with Special Guest: Producer Fritjof Hohagen 
 
YOUTH 4 GERMAN CINEMA 

Now in its fourth year, Youth 4 German Cinema is a special program of the Goethe-
Institut San Francisco, in conjunction with the Berlin & Beyond Film Festival and Goethe-
Institut’s North America youth portal Step Into German and made possible by the 
support of the Partner School Initiative (PASCH) of the Federal Foreign Office. The 
program’s goal is to increase multicultural awareness among students and educate them 
on the subject of international film and film criticism, as well as provide an entry point for 
youth into the world of contemporary German cinema. After an application-based 
selection process, the program begins with a series of film screenings and continues 
throughout the festival with jury appearances at Opening Night and onstage 
conversations with visiting guest artists at the screenings of the Youth 4 German 
Cinema-awarded films. 

21ST BERLIN & BEYOND FILM FESTIVAL  

Since 1996, Berlin & Beyond Film Festival has been the leading festival of contemporary 
German cinema in the Americas, and has presented over 500 motion pictures, along 
with the presence of celebrated film figures, including Fatih Akin, Moritz Bleibtreu, Daniel 
Brühl, Hannelore Elsner, Anke Engelke, Florian David Fitz, Bruno Ganz, Barbara 
Sukowa, Wim Wenders. The festival is presented by the Goethe-Institut San Francisco, 
an official cultural institution of the Federal Republic of Germany. Berlin & Beyond’s mini-
festival in Hawaii will have its fourth edition April 8-9, 2017 at the Doris Duke Theatre of 
the Honolulu Museum of Art. The 21st Berlin & Beyond Film Festival will take place 
February 3-5, 2017 at the Castro Theatre, February 6-8, 2017 at the Goethe-Institut San 
Francisco, and a day of documentaries at Pro Arts Gallery in Oakland on February 4th. 
Including seasonal programming, Berlin & Beyond receives a combined attendance of 
over 12,000 people annually. 

For festival information, go to BerlinBeyond.com 

For press and media inquiries, please contact Larsen Associates: 
publicity@larsenassc.com 
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GOETHE-INSTITUT 

The Goethe-Institut is Germany’s official cultural center comprised of 159 institutes in 98 
countries. The Goethe-Institut exists to promote art and films from Germany, the study of 
the German language, and encourage the international cultural exchange with Germany. 
Celebrating its 50th Anniversary in 2017, the San Francisco branch has been 
promoting German culture and language since 1967. Its year-round cultural activities 
include art exhibitions, film screenings, and special events with local cultural institutions. 

Official website: Goethe.de/SF  
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