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BERLIN & BEYOND FILM FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES  

FIRST FOUR FILMS FOR 2017 EDITION OF FESTIVAL 
 

Festival returns for 21st Year February 3-8, 2017 
 

San Francisco, CA (Thursday, December 15, 2016) – The Berlin & Beyond Film Festival, 
presented annually by the Goethe Institut, is pleased to announce the first four films for 
the 21st edition of the festival, which will return to San Francisco February 3-8, 2017 with 
screenings at the historic Castro Theater in San Francisco and the Goethe Institut in San 
Francisco. Renowned filmmakers whose works have screened in past editions of the 
festival directed the four films that have been announced. 
 
Dark Fortune (Finsteres Glück)  
Director: Stefan Haupt  
Starring: Eleni Haupt, Noe Ricklin, Elisa Pluss, Chiara Carla Bar, Martin Hug  
Switzerland 2016, 114 mins.  
North American Premiere 
From the acclaimed director of The Circle and Sagrada, The Mystery of Creation the 
festival is pleased to present Dark Fortune (Finsteres Glück). Late at night, 
psychologist Eliane Hess is called to the hospital bed of 8-year-old Yves. The boy is the 
only family member to have survived a car crash. Eliane is both horrified and fascinated 
by the boy’s fate. An invisible bond develops between them, blurring the boundaries 
between private and working life. Based on the novel “Finsteres Glück” by Lukas 
Hartmann, Dark Fortune tells us a tender, highly unusual story about belonging and 
love, exploring the question of guilt and innocence and illustrating the fearless courage 
to face one’s destiny. 
 
Fukushima, Mon Amour (Grüße aus Fukushima)  
Director: Doris Dörrie  
Starring: Rosalie Thomass, Kaori Momoi, Moshe Cohen, Nami Kamata  
Germany 2016, 109 mins.  
San Francisco Premiere 
A young German woman Marie escapes to Fukushima to change her life. Working with 
the organization Clowns4Help, she hopes to bring joy to 2011 disaster survivors, some 
still living in emergency shelters. Marie soon realizes she's absolutely unsuited to the 
task of making tragedy less wearisome. But instead of running away, Marie decides to 
stay with cantankerous old Satomi, the last geisha of Fukushima, who of her own accord 
has decided to retreat back to her ruined house in the formerly radioactive Exclusion 
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Zone. Two women who couldn't be more different, but who – each in her own way – are 
trapped in the past and must learn to liberate themselves from guilt and the burden of 
memory. A universal and poetic tale about life and letting go from acclaimed writer-
director Doris Dörrie (Cherry Blossoms - Hanami, Enlightenment Guaranteed, Men). For 
the first time, one of her feature films has been shot entirely in Japan and in breathtaking 
black and white. 
 
Heidi  
Director: Alain Gsponer  
Starring: Anuk Steffen, Bruno Ganz, Quirin Agrippi, Katharina Schüttler  
Switzerland, Germany, 2015, 105 mins.  
Northern California Premiere 
The most successful Swiss film in Swiss box office history, winner of the 2016 German 
Film Award for Best Children's Film and based on the book by the same name, Heidi 
follows an orphan girl Heidi as she spends the happiest days of her childhood together 
with her eccentric grandfather, cut off from the outside world in a simple cabin in the 
Swiss mountains. Together with her friend Peter, she tends to grandfather's goats and 
enjoys freedom in the mountains to the fullest. But these carefree times come to an 
abrupt end when Heidi is taken to Frankfurt by her Aunt Dete. The idea is for her to stay 
with the family of the wealthy Mr. Sesemann and be a playmate for his wheelchair-bound 
daughter Klara, while also learning to read and write under the supervision of the strict 
nanny, Fräulein Rottenmeier. Although the two girls soon become friends and Klara's 
grandmother awakes a passion for her books in Heidi, her longing for her beloved 
mountains and her grandfather grows ever stronger. 
 
Stefan Zweig: Farewell to Europe (Vor der Morgenröte)  
Director: Maria Schrader  
Starring: Josef Hader, Barbara Sukowa, Aenne Schwarz  
Germany, France, Austria, 2016, 106 mins.  
Northern California Premiere 
Austrian author Stefan Zweig was a cosmopolitan, a pacifist and a bonafide literary star. 
A contemporary of Freud, Dali and Theodore Herzl, he was, for a time, the most-
translated writer in Europe. Foreseeing Europe’s decline at an early stage, Zweig left his 
native country in 1934, never to return from exile. Distracted, and emotionally and 
financially depleted by his wanderings, Zweig and his second young wife, Lotte, moved 
between Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aires, New York, and Petrópolis; all the while trying to 
make sense of the state of the world, and his own personal existence. From German 
Director Maria Schrader (In Darkness, Aimée & Jaguar), Stefan Zweig: Farewell to 
Europe (Vor der Morgenröte) is a timely drama that powerfully recounts Zweig’s final 
years in exile. Premiered at the 2016 Locarno Film Festival in the Piazza Grande 
section. 
 
With yearly attendance of over 10,000 filmgoers, the festival has presented over 500 
films from German-speaking countries. Past guests that have traveled to San Francisco 
for the festival include: Mario Adorf, Fatih Akin, Moritz Bleibtreu, Daniel Brühl, Hannelore 
Elsner, Florian David Fitz, Bruno Ganz, Barbara Sukowa, and Wim Wenders. 
 
 
 
  
 



21ST BERLIN & BEYOND FILM FESTIVAL  

Since 1996, Berlin & Beyond Film Festival has been the leading festival of contemporary 
German cinema in the Americas, and has presented over 500 motion pictures, along 
with the presence of celebrated film figures, including Fatih Akin, Moritz Bleibtreu, Daniel 
Brühl, Hannelore Elsner, Florian David Fitz, Bruno Ganz, Maria Schrader, Barbara 
Sukowa, Wim Wenders. The festival is presented by the Goethe-Institut San Francisco, 
an official cultural institution of the Federal Republic of Germany. Berlin & Beyond’s 
minifestival in Hawaii will have its fourth edition April 8-9, 2017 at the Doris Duke Theatre 
of the Honolulu Museum of Art. The 21st Berlin & Beyond Film Festival will take place 
February 3-5, 2017 at the Castro Theatre, February 6-8, 2017 at the Goethe-Institut San 
Francisco, and a day of documentaries at Pro Arts Gallery in Oakland on February 4th . 
Including seasonal programming, Berlin & Beyond receives a combined attendance of 
over 12,000 people annually.  

For festival information, go to BerlinBeyond.com 

For press and media inquiries, please contact Larsen Associates: 
publicity@larsenassc.com  

GOETHE-INSTITUT  

The Goethe-Institut is Germany’s official cultural center comprised of 159 institutes in 98 
countries. The Goethe-Institut exists to promote art and films from Germany, the study of 
the German language, and encourage the international cultural exchange with Germany. 
Celebrating its 50th Anniversary in 2017, the San Francisco branch has been promoting 
German culture and language since 1967. Its year-round cultural activities include art 
exhibitions, film screenings, and special events with local cultural institutions.  

Official website: Goethe.de/SF 
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