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German songs to rekindle lost sentiments in restless metro

Baritone Brings Ashore Melodies Of
Schubert, Schumann, Mendelssohn
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streaming, and e-wallets,

songs about nature and
wonder, love and longing, and
elves and spirits don't seem
like an exciting evening gig.
Buta wise psychologist might
suggest conferring with frag-
lle sentiments as a prescrip-
tion to continue baing human
in our digital tmes. Of
course, if vou love Western
classical music, self-prescrip-
tion is all vou need. Because
todday, the great German bari-
tone Dietrich Fischer-Dies-
kau's last private pupil will
perform Lieder at the NCPA.

For the uninitiated, Lied-
er is a German song tradition
that blossomed in the 19th
century as a fusion of poetry
and musie, The word is plural
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for Lied, which is German for
song. In Lieder, the works of
canonical poets like Goethe
and Heine are set to music by
great composers like Schub-
ert and Schumann. ltisanart
form of Homanticism, the
European thought move
ment characterised by feel-
ing and Imagination more
than, and sometimes in ex-
clusion of, values like reason
and logic—the characteris-
tice of the preceding era of
Enlightenment.

“some of the emotions
found in the texts of Lieder
can no longer be related to.
The world has changed. But
the feelings  conveyed
through the music of Lieder
are forever relevant,” bari-
tone Benjamin Appl tells
TOL Distinguishing be-
tween Lieder and opera, he
says, "l always use the image
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DELICATELY TEUTONIC: Benjamin Appl and pianist Simon Lepper

of a painter. Lieder is like a
painting done with a fine
brush; a miniature. Opera is
like a huge painting done
with a big brush. Vocally
they make the same de-
mands, but while opera with
its costumes and its elabo-
rate stage settings is like
magic, Lieder is more about
vour own interpretation of

your own feelings and emo-
tions. It is almost like medi-
tation therapy.™

In Lieder, usually one
singer performs to piano ac-
companiment. Appl's ac-
companist today will be 5i-
mon Lepper from England,
described by a critic as a
pianist especially sensitive
to words, to the voice,

Appl calls studying pri-
vately with  Fischer-Dies-
Kau, whodied four vearsago,
one of his “biggest privileg-
es". "l first met him at a pub-
lic masterclass, Afterwards
he offered to work with me
privately. | would visit him
three to four days in a row at
atime. | studied with him for
three and a half yvears. He
was my mentor.”

About his journey into
musie, Appl, winner of this
yvear's prestigious Gramo-
phone Young Artist of the
Year award, savs, "I grew up
inamusical iamily: My oldest
brother joined the school
choir, followed by my second
brother. At 10, | too joined the
cholir. That was my first con-
tact with classical music.”

Hesays heleft thechoirat
18and didn’t know what todo
in life. He worked in a bank
for some time and also stud-
ted business administra-
tion. “One and a half years
into it thought why not

study singing at a conserva-
toire? So [ applied and did a
past-graduation.”

The Appl-Lepper perform-
ance, titled Liederabend (ove
ning of Lieder), marks the
end of the Inaugural day of a
poetry festival by the Goethe-
Institut/Max Mueller Bha-
van, which will be on till Sun-
day. The festival arises from
the project Poets Translating
Poets, started in 2004 to create
a platform for poets from
sSouth Asia and Germany to
translate each other's works.

Itis but natural that the art
form of Lieder developed in
Germany, proverbially kno-
wn as “Das Land der Dichter
und Denker’ (The land of po-
ets and thinkers), Nol many
realise that it has a paralle] in
India—Rabindra Sangeet, Ta-
gore’s poems set to his own
music. Indeed, Satyajit Ray
India’s last renaissance man,
compared both traditions, His
comment is a topic in itself,
best left for another day



