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This episode will fit perfectly in a unit on German holidays and celebrations. The lesson could be brought to life if you could interweave your own stories about German Christmases or pictures and videos showing what it is like.  
 
Because December in New Zealand is often saturated with Christmas-themed material, a good idea might be to present this lesson in June to evoke the midwinter feeling of a European Christmas and to align with Matariki.  
 
The final activity in this lesson sequence allows students to choose a self-directed task to be done in class time and for homework and to be presented to the class. These could be adapted depending on available resource, for example, if a food technology room could be made available, the “Kochtalente” task could become a full-class activity.


Learning Outcomes:

In this lesson, students will: 
 
1. Compare and contrast practices and rituals characteristic of a German and a Kiwi Christmas.  
2. Apply ideas and practices of German and Kiwi Christmases to a “design” for a new Matariki celebration.  
3. Complete a self-directed task to expand their own and the class’s knowledge and multi-sensory experience of Christmas in Germany and/or New Zealand.  


Before viewing: 
 
1. How do you celebrate a Kiwi Christmas? Fill in the first column of the “Christmas table of sensory delights” below to record your typical experiences on December 24, 25 and 26. In a multi-cultural country like New Zealand, there is no right way of celebrating Christmas, and many families don’t celebrate at all, but might spend their days off in a different way. This is all useful information.  
2. Find two classmates who you haven’t talked to yet this week and briefly interview them on their sensory experiences of Christmas. If there is a match with yours, place a tick in the column, otherwise record the new information and get ready to share.  
3. Do you know how Germans celebrate “Weihnachten”? Jot down any ideas you may have in the last column. If you don’t know, have a guess. You can always cross things out later on.  


The Christmas Table of Sensory Delights!

 
	An Weihnachten… 
	Ich: 
	Name: 
	Name:  
	“Typisch Deutsch”: 

	schmecke ich: 
 
 
 
 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	rieche ich: 
 
 
 
 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	sehe ich: 
 
 
 
 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	höre ich: 
 
 
 
 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	erlebe /mache ich: 
 
 
 
	 
	 
	 
	 





After viewing:

1. What did Duncan and Jörg teach you about a “deutsche Weihnachten”? Add any new information to the last column of the table above. 
 
2. Join up with your second interviewee from the table exercise above. Choose 4 of the following stills from episode 5 and come up with a caption to explain the image. (Extension for senior students: do this in German).  
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In 2022, the government of Aotearoa / New Zealand is introducing the very first Matariki public holiday. Until now, there has been no official national celebration to acknowledge te ao Māori and no rituals to help brighten the long Southern Hemisphere winter. It is time to put both these things right… 
Task: This class has been employed as “Holiday Designers” to help get Matariki celebrations off the ground. In groups of three you will design and present to the class your best ideas for the nation’s midwinter holiday. The class will then vote on the very best ideas, which will be presented to the Minister of Internal Affairs.  

1. How much do you know about Matariki? The person in the group with the next birthday will look up information about the origin and meaning of Matariki and read it out. The other two will share the task of notetaking.  
 
2. Using what you have found out, brainstorm ideas as a group. The person with the furthest-off birthday will complete the table below. Remember, your holiday celebrations should raise respect and awareness for the Māori origins and traditions of Matariki and also include activities that bring light, warmth and good cheer into our long, dark winter. Your festivities could
 
The Matariki Table of Sensory Delights!

	An Matariki… 
	 

	schmecken wir: 
 
 
 
 
	 

	riechen wir: 
 
 
 
 
	 

	sehen wir: 
 
 
 
 
	 

	hören wir: 
 
 
 
 
	 

	erleben /machen wir: 
 
 
 
	 



3. The teacher will ask groups to share their best ideas and record these on the board.  

Achtung Künstler*innen, Musiker*innen, Dichter*innen, Wissenschaftler*innen!  
 
What are your talents and interests? Choose one of the following tasks to work on for homework or in the next German class. You can work on your own or pairs or in small groups. You will hand your task into your teacher and present your grand works to the class! 
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Achtung Kiinstler*innen!

Have another look at Duncan's ultimate
German Christmas present. Your task is to
design and draw the ultimate Kiwi
Christmas present. Does it dispense beer,
can it be worn, can it float in a pool? Be as
imaginative as you can. Include labels or
instructions in German for German tourists.
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Achtung Dichter*innen!

Pair up with a poetically inclined friend.
Your taskis to write a rhyming dialogue
between two Germans spending
Christmas in New Zealand. One is
enjoying the summer festivities, while
the other, like Jorg, is missing the
deutsche Weihnachten. The positive one
says a sentence, then the gloomy friend
replies with a rhyming sentence of
complaint.

Zum Beispiel:
A: Ich liege so gerne hier am Strand

B: Ich vermisse Glihwein, komplett mit
Pfand!

Tip: Use the following website to find
rhyming words. These might give you
some whacky and wonderful directions
for the dialogue to go in:
https://reimmaschine.de

Viel SpaR!
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Achtung Kochtalente!

Duncan has discovered that Germans
love “miniature iced cookies called
Platzchen” at Christmas time.

Kochst du gern? With a partner, your job
is to look up a “Platzchenrezept” and
make a batch of cookies big enough for
the class.

Create a slideshow with photos and
instructions in German for each of the
steps. Share your baking with the class
and give them a real taste of
Weihnachten!
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Achtung Musiker*innen!

Find and listen to 5 German Christmas
songs, choose the one you like the best
and prepare a song sheet with a glossary
for tricky vocabulary for the class. You
will lead the class in a choral
performance!

Spielst du ein Instrument? For an added
challenge, accompany the class on an
instrument you play, if it is portable!
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Achtung Historiker*innen!

Did you know that many people believe the tradition of
the Christmas tree originated in Germany and that a
figure called St. Nicholas, who is different to Santa
Claus visits German children on December 62

Your task is to research and present a slideshow to the
class on the origins of some Christmas traditions. You
don't have to limit yourself to Germany, but may find
some fascinating Christmas history, traditions or
practices around the world.

Your final slide should be a mini quiz for pairs or groups
to test their knowledge. You can team up with the
cooks to offer yummy prizes to the winners!
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