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1.1	 GEOGRAPHY OF GERMANY

Geographically, how do German Länder compare to  
American states or Canadian provinces?

C3 Framework Indicator D2.Geo.2.9-12. Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to 
explain relationships between the locations of places and regions and their political, 
cultural, and economic dynamics. 

D2.Geo.6.9-12. Evaluate the impact of human settlement activities on the 
environmental and cultural characteristics of specific places and regions. 

Staging the Compelling Question Students will use the five themes of geography to create a geographical analysis of their 
home state or province. Each student will submit one Land to be considered as their 
state/province’s twin, and then results will be tallied, shared, and discussed.

Supporting Question 1 Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3

What are the key geographic descriptors 
for where you live?

What are the key geographic descriptors 
of one federal state in Germany?

Which German state is most similar to your 
state or province?

Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task

Students will complete a geographic 
analysis of their state or province using 
the information from the “Five Themes of 
Geography”.

Each student will research and record 
information on a Land using the resources 
in the handout. 

Students will meet with six other 
students, representing six different states 
in Germany. Using the “Speed Friending 
Profile” students will record information on 
each Land they meet.

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources

Source A: The Five Themes of Geography 
(Handout 1.1.1)

Source B: Geographic Analysis of Your 
State or Province (Handout 1.1.2)

Source C: Geology.com 

Source D: State Maps 

Source E: OnTheWorldMap.com 

Source A: Speed Friending Assignment - 
German States (Handout 1.1.3)

Source B: Deutsche Welle

Source C: Google Earth

Source D: Google Maps

Source A: Speed Friending Match Form 
(Handout 1.1.4)

Summative Performance Task Argument: Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses 
the compelling question using specific claims and relevant evidence from historical or 
contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views. 

Extension: How would your students describe their state or province to a young person 
from Germany? Using geographic descriptors and comparisons to Germany they should 
create a tourism commercial enticing Germans to visit their state or province. Share your 
student’s videos with your partner school in Germany.

Taking Informed Action Understand: Twin Towns and Sister Cities partnerships have long been a way for 
communities around the world to connect with each other. 

Assess: Find the twin town/sister city partnership that is closest to you. 

Act: Get in touch with the representatives of the closest sister city partnership and ask 
how you might be able to connect your school with that partnership.
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COMPELLING QUESTION

•	 Geographically, how do German Länder compare to American states or Canadian provinces?

INQUIRY OVERVIEW

Students will use the five themes of geography (location, place, human-environment interaction, movement, and regions) 
to create a geographical analysis of their home state or province. They will then research one of the 16 German federal states 
(Länder). Representing the Land they researched, students will exchange information in six “Speed Friending” sessions to deter-
mine which German Land is most similar to where they live. Each student will submit one Land to be considered as their state/
province’s twin, and then results will be tallied, shared, and discussed. 

TEACHER BACKGROUND

In 1984 the National Council for Geographic Education (NCGE) and the Association of American Geographers (AAG) created the 
“five themes of geography” to facilitate geographic education and provide an effective organizational structure for the teaching 
of geography. By using these themes (location, place, human-environment interaction, movement, regions) as the basis for 
understanding geographic information, teachers can help students to gain a better appreciation of cultural and environmental 
changes around the world. 

The Federal Republic of Germany is situated in the heart of 
Europe surrounded on the north by the North Sea, Denmark, 
and the Baltic Sea; by Poland and the Czech Republic on the 
east; by Austria and Switzerland on the south; and by France, 
Luxembourg, Belgium and the Netherlands on the west. The 
Alps are located in the south; some of the largest European 
rivers—the Rhine, the Danube, and the Elbe—flow through 
Germany. In area, it is the seventh largest country in Europe. 
Its territory encompasses roughly 357,000 square kilometers 
or 138,000 square miles. 

Located in the geographical center of Europe, Germany 
shares a border with nine countries. It has four distinctive 
types of landscapes. The North German Plain is flat. The 
Sub-alpine Region located in the middle and southern parts 
of the country consists of a hilly landscape with some moder-
ately high mountains. The foothills of the Alps or Alpenvorland 
are located in southern Bavaria. Along the border with Austria 
in the far south are the Alps.

Germany is a parliamentary republic of sixteen federal states 
or Länder (singular: Land). After reunification in 1990, Ger-
many became a founding member of the European Union 
(EU). Among the nations of the EU, it has the largest popula-
tion of approximately 82.6 million people of which 18.2 million have an immigrant background. It has the world’s fourth largest 
economy and is one of the largest exporters of goods to other parts of the world. 

In 1999 the capital and seat of government was moved from the western city of Bonn back to Berlin, a city-state in the east 
surrounded by the Land of Brandenburg. Other major German cities are Munich, Hamburg, Bremen, Hanover, Frankfurt, Nurem-
burg, Stuttgart, and Düsseldorf. 
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German is the native language in Germany, Austria, and part of Switzerland. A standard form of the language is written and un-
derstood, but not necessarily spoken everywhere as many Germans speak a dialect. Almost everyone is influenced by regional 
peculiarities in vocabulary as well as pronunciation. People in the north call Saturday Sonnabend while in the south people say 
Samstag. Partly due to certain ideological models of the past, the people in former East Germany have a somewhat different 
vocabulary than those in the west. 

	➤ Further background information

•	 “The portal with up-to-date statistics, facts, and information about Germany.” Official website of Facts About Germany, German Information 

Center USA. 2011, https://www.tatsachen-ueber-deutschland.de/en. 

•	 Blankenship, Glen; Tinkler, D. William. “The Geography of Germany: Lessons for Teaching the Five Themes of Geography.” Ed.gov, Institute 

of Education Sciences, 1993, https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED384553. 

TIME: 3–4 45 minute periods

CONCEPTS LIST

•	 Länder
•	 Landscapes

•	 Geography

•	 Statistics

•	 Cultural Landscapes

•	 Human Geography

•	 Physical Geography

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES

•	 The Five Themes of Geography (Handout 1.1.1)

•	 Geographic Analysis of Your State or Province (Handout 1.1.2)

•	 German States Speed Friending Assignment and Profile Sheet (Handout 1.1.3)

•	 Speed Friending Match Form (Handout 1.1.4)

•	 Geology.com, https://geology.com/state-map/

•	 State Maps, http://www.state-maps.org/

•	 Geology.com, https://geology.com/world/canada-satellite-image.shtml

•	 OnTheWorldMap.com, http://ontheworldmap.com/canada/province/

•	 “Germany State-by-State.” Deutsche Welle, https://www.dw.com/en/top-stories/brandenburg/s-32467. 

•	 Google Earth, https://www.google.com/earth

•	 Google Maps, https://www.google.com/maps 

•	 Access to computer and internet

INTRODUCTORY QUESTION

Where in the world is Germany? 

As a class, using a large wall map, locate Germany. E.g. European continent, bordered by the North Sea, Denmark, and the Baltic 
Sea to the north etc.

SUPPORTING QUESTION #1

What are the key geographic descriptors for where you live?

	➤ Formative Performance Task

Students should complete a geographic analysis of their state or province using the information from the “Five Themes of Ge-
ography” (Handout 1.1.1) and the websites listed under resources.

All handouts 
can be found at 
www.goethe.de/
germanyinfocus

https://www.tatsachen-ueber-deutschland.de/en
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED384553
https://geology.com/state-map/
http://www.state-maps.org/
https://geology.com/world/canada-satellite-image.shtml
http://ontheworldmap.com/canada/province/
https://www.dw.com/en/top-stories/brandenburg/s-32467
https://www.google.com/earth
https://www.google.com/maps
http://www.goethe.de/germanyinfocus
http://www.goethe.de/germanyinfocus
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	➤ Resources

•	 The Five Themes of Geography (Handout 1.1.1)

•	 Geographic Analysis of Your State or Province (Handout 1.1.2)

United States:

•	 Geology.com, https://geology.com/state-map/ 

•	 State Maps, http://www.state-maps.org/ 

Canada:

•	 Geology.com, https://geology.com/world/canada-satellite-image.shtml 

•	 OnTheWorldMap.com, http://ontheworldmap.com/canada/province/ 

SUPPORTING QUESTION #2

What are the key geographic descriptors of one federal state in Germany?

	➤ Formative Performance Task

Assign each student a Land to research using the sources listed on Handout 1.1.3 and the websites listed under 
resources. Students should record information about the assigned Land on the “Speed Friending Profile” (Handout 
1.1.3).

	➤ Resources

•	 Speed Friending Assignment - German States (Handout 1.1.3)

•	 “Germany State-by-State.” Deutsche Welle, https://www.dw.com/en/top-stories/brandenburg/s-32467. 

•	 Google Earth, https://www.google.com/earth

•	 Google Maps, https://www.google.com/maps 

SUPPORTING QUESTION #3

Which German state is most similar to your state or province?

	➤ Formative Performance Task

For this “Speed Friending” Activity students will use Handout 1.1.4 to share what they learned about the state researched in 
task #2 and how it compares to where they all currently live.

“Speed Friending” Activity: 

Students will meet with six students representing six different states in Germany. Students use the “Speed Friending Profile” 
sheet (Handout 1.1.3) to share what was learned about a German state and to consider how it is similar to and different from 
their German state. Students should record information about each state they “meet” on the “Speed Friending Match Form”, 
Handout 1.1.4.

As a class determine which Land is most like the state/province in which the class lives.

	➤ Resources

•	 Speed Friending Match Form (Handout 1.1.4)

https://geology.com/state-map/
http://www.state-maps.org/
https://geology.com/world/canada-satellite-image.shtml
http://ontheworldmap.com/canada/province/
https://www.dw.com/en/top-stories/brandenburg/s-32467
https://www.google.com/earth
https://www.google.com/maps
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SUMMATIVE PERFORMANCE TASK

Geographically, how do German Länder compare to American states or Canadian provinces?

Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses the compelling question using specific claims and 
relevant evidence from historical or contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views. 

EXTENSION (OPTIONAL) TASK

How would your students describe their state or province to a young person from Germany? Using geographic descriptors and 
comparisons to Germany they should create a tourism commercial enticing Germans to visit their state or province. Share your 
student’s videos with your partner school in Germany.

TAKING INFORMED ACTION

UNDERSTAND Twin Towns and Sister Cities partnerships have long been a way for communities around the world to 
connect with each other. 

ASSESS Find the twin town/sister city partnership that is closest to you. Learn about the history of that partnership 
and whether there are active cultural exchanges between the cities or states. 

ACT Get in touch with the representatives of the closest sister city partnership and ask how you might be able to con-
nect your school with that partnership. If there is no partnership nearby, contact the elected representatives for your 
city or state to explore how to start a partnership. 

Sections of this inquiry have been adapted from the work of 2010 TOP Fellow Michael Robinson, and a contribution from 2017 TOP 
Fellow Jennifer West. 


