FOCUS 1 K Friedenssicherung—German Military and International Peacekeeping FOCUS 1 - Geography and Demographics

1.3 FRIEDENSSICHERUNG—GERMAN MILITARY AND
INTERNATIONAL PEACEKEEPING

What role does the German military play in

international peacekeeping?

C3 Framework Indicator D2.Geo.11.9-12. Evaluate how economic globalization and the expanding use of scarce
resources contribute to conflict and cooperation within and among countries.

D2.Geo0.9.6-8. Evaluate the influences of long-term, human-induced environmental
change on spatial patterns of conflict and cooperation.

D2.PSY.21.9-12. Discuss ways in which the application of psychological science can
address domestic and global issues.

Staging the Compelling Question This inquiry examines international peacekeeping and how it has changed since the end
of the Cold War.
Supporting Question 1 Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3
What is NATO and its role in international What is Germany'’s role as an international When Germany announced its first military
peacekeeping? peacekeeper and how is it changing? expansion since the Cold War in 2016, how
did Germans and the global community
react?

Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task
Students will answer several questions Students will develop a composite list of In groups, students are responsible for
about NATO. Germany’s role in international peacekeeping, | reading the listed resources, and reporting

discussing how the role has changed and, their findings to the class.

potentially, continues to change.

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources
Source A: NATO Video Questions Source A: Spiegel Online Source A: BBCNews.com
(Handout 1.3.1) Source B: Official website of Providing for Source B: The New York Times
Source B: NATO.int Peacekeeping
Source C: YouTube Source C: The Guardian
Source D: Official website of NATO/OTAN Source D: BBCNews.com
Source E: Harvard University Source E: Financial Policy

Source F: Deutsche Welle
Source G: Deutschland.de
Source H: German Federal Foreign Office

Summative Performance Task Argument: Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses
the compelling question using specific claims and relevant evidence from historical or
contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views.

Extension: Military conscription is a common practice throughout the world. Students
will examine the pros and cons of Germany's decision to vote against conscription.

Taking Informed Action Understand: Peacekeeping is an important part of international relations.

Assess: Check with your student counselor to see if any previous students have taken
the opportunity to be part of the Peace Corps once they left for University.

Act: Look into the Peace Corps website, and see whether this would be a program that
would be interesting to you to join in the future.
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€ COMPELLING QUESTION

« What role does the German military play in international peacekeeping?

INQUIRY OVERVIEW

This inquiry examines international peacekeeping and how it has changed since the end of the Cold War. Students will read ar-
ticles related to Germany's role as an international peacekeeper, how that role is changing, and the reasons behind the change.

TEACHER BACKGROUND

The terror of the Nazi Regime led to military limits being written into the constitution of West Germany. Germany was demilita-
rized after World War Il ended in 1945, and the process of remilitarization has only developed over time. By dividing Germany
into four sectors, and with the looming threat of the Soviet Union taking full control of East Germany, West Germany still needed
an army for defense following WWII. The West German Bundeswehr was formed in 1955 when West Germany joined the North
Atlantic Treaty Association (NATO), but the constitution held that the role of Germany’s armed forces would be strictly defensive.
Initially, the West German army’s main job was to work with its NATO partners to prevent any attack that might come from
Warsaw Pact members’

Six months after the formation of the West German Bundeswehr, East Germany
established its Nationale Volksarmee (National People’s Army) in 1956.

Up until 2011, The Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany stated that
men were obliged to serve either in the military (conscription) or to do alterna-
tive civilian service (Zivildienst) for the length of six months. In 2010, the German
government led by Chancellor Angela Merkel proposed suspending the military
conscription (and the companion civilian service), and reducing German troop

numbers by a third, down to about 170,000 soldiers. In May 2011, that law came
into effect.

Although West Germany officially joined NATO in 1955, it wasn't until after reunification in 1990 that the German government
considered participating in “out of area” missions led by NATO. Whether it be for peacekeeping or deterrence, Germany’s Bunde-
swehr is now deployed in several countries across the globe in defense of its allies.

NATO is committed to the principle of collective defense. The concept is that an attack against one or several members is an at-
tack against all members. The countries in NATO are in a political and military alliance dedicated to self-defense and maintaining
peace, to building trust and preventing conflict, and to ensuring the safety of the member countries. In this age of globalization,
transatlantic peace is a viable and worldwide effort that extends beyond the might of military.?

Germany is the 4th largest EU contributor to United Nations (UN) peacekeeping missions around the world, with over 400 ac-
tive peacekeepers employed. UN peacekeepers' work includes: protection of civil mandate, child protection, conflict-related
sexual violence intervention, policing, mine action, prevention of conflict, as well as promoting women and peace.? You can
find more on UN Peacekeeping at: https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/what-is-peacekeeping.

1 Moore, Tristana. “Will Germany’s army ever be ready for battle?” Time, 27 June 2009, http://content.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1906570,00.ntml.

2 “Difference Between UN and NATO! Harvard University, Office of the Vice Provost for Advances in Learning, http://www.differencebetween.info/differ-
ence-between-un-and-nato.

3 "What is Peacekeeping?” UN.org, United Nations Peacekeeping, https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/what-is-peacekeeping.
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"UN Peacekeeping is guided by three basic principles:

« Consent of the parties;
« Impartiality;
« Non-use of force except in self-defense and defense of the mandate

Germany's Bundeswehr has a total of 181,512 active soldiers, a stark contrast to the 500,000 in 1990 at the end of the Cold War.
Of that number, 22,098 are women. Active soldiers are distributed between various departments (e.g. army, marines, air force,
as well as a branch that is gaining importance, cybersecurity/cyberwarfare). The Bundeswehr is currently involved in 12 foreign
missions, with 3466 German troops assigned globally. More than half of these troops are stationed in Afghanistan. There are cur-
rently 21,500 vacancies in the Bundeswehr®. Germany presently spends approximately 1.2% of its GDP on defense. This is down
from 3% at the height of the Cold War. Looking into the future, Germany wants to double its GDP spending on defense by 2030.°

@ TIME: 3-4 45 minute classes

CONCEPTS LIST

 Bundeswehr « Military Expansion + Peacekeeping

« International relations + United Nations (UN) « friedenssicherung

« NATO (North Atlantic Treaty + United Nations Peacekeepers » The Peace Corps
Organization) « Conscription

« Military Intervention « Civilian social service

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES

« NATO video questions (Handout 1.3.1)
» Alessi, Christopher."How Afghanistan Changed the German Military." Spiegel

All handouts
Online, 15 October 2013, http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/ & e Feninel &t
how-afghanistan-has-changed-the-bundeswehr-german-military-a-927891.html. www.goethe.de/
» Ansorg, Nadine and Felix Haass. “Peacekeeping Contributor Profile: Germany.”’ germanyinfocus

Official website of Providing for Peacekeeping, last updated January 2017, http://www.
providingforpeacekeeping.org/2014/04/03/contributor-profile-germanyy/.

« Borger, Julian."Germany slowly comes to terms with sending troops abroad." The Guardian, 18 September 2012, https://
www.theguardian.com/world/2012/sep/18/germany-military-modernise-foreign-intervention.

« Bowlby, Chris."Germany: Reluctant Military Giant?” BBCNews.com, BBC Radio 4 Analysis, 12 June 2017, https://www.bbc.
com/news/world-europe-40172317.

+ Braw, Elizabeth.“Germany is Quietly Building a European Army Under its Command! financial Policy, 22 May 2017, https://
foreignpolicy.com/2017/05/22/germany-is-quietly-building-a-european-army-under-its-commandy/.

» "Difference Between UN and NATO! Harvard University, Office of the Vice Provost for Advances in Learning, http://www.
differencebetween.info/difference-between-un-and-nato.

 Knight, Ben."Germany to expand global military mission.” Deutsche Welle, 7 March 2018, https.//www.dw.com/en/
germany-to-expand-global-military-missions/a-42858081.

+ “More women soldiers and less equipment: A look at Germany’s army in numbers.” The Local, 15 February 2019, https://
www.thelocal.de/20190215/more-women-soldiers-and-less-equipment-a-look-at-germanys-army-in-numbers.

« "NATO Checklist” NATO.int, https://www.nato.int/nato-welcome/files/checklist_en.pdf.

~

“What is Peacekeeping?” UN.org, United Nations Peacekeeping, https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/what-is-peacekeeping.

“Stéarke: Militarisches Personal der Bundeswehr! Bundeswehr, 2019, https://www.bundeswehr.de.

6 "Why Germany's Army is in a Bad State!" The Economist, 9 August 2018, https://www.economist.com/the-economist-explains/2018/08/09/why-germa-
nys-army-is-in-a-bad-state.

wul
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« “NATO on the Map!" Official website of NATO/OTAN, https://www.nato.int/nato-on-the-map/#lat=51.72673918960763&lon=4
.849117014409103&zoom=0.

« “NATO: What is it, why does it still exist, and how does it work?” YouTube, uploaded by NATO, 6 July 2017, https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=3vN4r2hg00s.

+ "Operations and missions: past and present” Official website of NATO/OTAN, last updated 2 July 2018, https://www.nato.int/
cps/en/natolive/topics_52060.htm.

+ Smale, Alison.”In a Reversal, Germany’s Military Growth Is Met With Western Relief The New York Times, 5 June, 2016, https://
www.nytimes.com/2016/06/06/world/europe/european-union-germany-army.html.

« “Together for Peace! Deutschland.de, 23 October 2017, https://www.deutschland.de/en/topic/politics/together-for-peace.

+ “UN peace missions and Germany's engagement. German Federal Foreign Office, https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/
aussenpolitik/internationale-organisationen/vereintenationen/germanys-engagement-un-peace-missions/229116.

+ “The benefits of conscription are economic as well as military”” The Financial Times, https://www.ft.com/
content/66f6fd18-94b9-11e7-83ab-f4624cccbabe.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

Project NATO on the Map found at https://www.nato.int/nato-on-the-map/#lat=51.72673918960763&Io0n=4.8491170144091
03&zoom=0. Use the interactive map to examine NATO members, regions of deterrence and defense, locations of operations
and missions, projected stability, and fighting terrorism.

Students may wish to refer to this map throughout this inquiry.

» Resources

« "NATO on the Map!" Official website of NATO/OTAN, https://www.nato.int/nato-on-the-map/#lat=51.7267391896
0763&I0n=4.849117014409103&zoom=0.

@ SUPPORTING QUESTION #1

What is NATO and its role in international peacekeeping?

» Formative Performance Task

Review the NATO checklist with students for an overall understanding of NATO. Assign students different questions (2 or 3)
from Handout 1.3.1, then view the video "NATO: What is it, why does it still exist, and how does it work?” Teachers might want
students to first view the video without trying to answer their assigned questions and then view a second time to answer the
qguestions.

Students are responsible for determining the answer to their assigned questions. As a class, discuss the questions and the
responses.

» Resources

« NATO video questions (Handout 1.3.1)

« "NATO Checklist" NATO.int, https.//www.nato.int/nato-welcome/files/checklist_en.pdf.

« “NATO: What is it, why does it still exist, and how does it work?” YouTube, uploaded by NATO, 6 July 2017, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vN4r2hg00s.

+ "Operations and missions: past and present” Official website of NATO/OTAN, last updated 2 July 2018, https://
www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/topics_52060.htm.

« “Difference Between UN and NATO. Harvard University, Office of the Vice Provost for Advances in Learning, http://
www.differencebetween.info/difference-between-un-and-nato.
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€@ SUPPORTING QUESTION #2

What is Germany'’s role as an international peacekeeper and how is it changing?

» Formative Performance Task

Divide the class into 8 groups. Assign each group an article from the resource list to read. For each article, students should create
a list of the role of Germany as an international peacekeeper and note how this role is changing and why.

Develop a composite list of Germany’s role in international peacekeeping, discussing how the role has changed and, poten-
tially, continues to change.

» Resources

+ Alessi, Christopher."How Afghanistan Changed the German Military.” Spiegel Online, 15 October 2013, http://
www.spiegel.de/international/germany/how-afghanistan-has-changed-the-bundesweh
r-german-military-a-927891.html.

+ Ansorg, Nadine and Felix Haass. “Peacekeeping Contributor Profile: Germany." Official website of Providing for
Peacekeeping, last updated January 2017, http://www.providingforpeacekeeping.org/2014/04/03/
contributor-profile-germanyy/.

« Borger, Julian.“Germany slowly comes to terms with sending troops abroad.” The Guardian, 18 September 2012,
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/sep/18/germany-military-modernise-foreign-intervention.

+ Bowlby, Chris."Germany: Reluctant Military Giant?” BBCNews.com, BBC Radio 4 Analysis, 12 June 2017, https://
www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-40172317.

« Braw, Elizabeth."Germany is Quietly Building a European Army Under its Command.” Financial Policy, 22 May
2017, https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/05/22/germany-is-quietly-building-a-europea
n-army-under-its-command/.

« Knight, Ben."Germany to expand global military mission.” Deutsche Welle, 7 March 2018, https://www.dw.com/
en/germany-to-expand-global-military-missions/a-42858081.

« “Together for Peace! Deutschland.de, 23 October 2017, https://www.deutschland.de/en/topic/politics/
together-for-peace.

» "UN peace missions and Germany's engagement.” German Federal Foreign Office, https.//www.
auswaertiges-amt.de/en/aussenpolitik/internationale-organisationen/vereintenationen/
germanys-engagement-un-peace-missions/229116.

@ SUPPORTING QUESTION #3
When Germany announced its first military expansion since the Cold War in 2016, how did Germans
and the global community react?

» Formative Performance Task

Divide students into five groups.
Prior to reading ask students to predict how they believe:

a. Germans reacted to this news
b. NATO allies reacted to this news

Groups should research news articles (some provided below) as follows:

Group A: Make a list of reasons why a person in Germany might support this expansion.
Group B: Make a list of reasons why a person in Germany might oppose this expansion.
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Group C: Make a list of reasons why a NATO ally (your choice of country) might support this expansion.
Group D: Make a list of reasons why a NATO ally (your choice of country) might oppose this expansion.
Group E: Make a list of reasons why a person might have mixed feelings about this expansion.

Each group is responsible for reporting their findings to the class. Discuss what surprised them, concerned them, made them
angry, or what did not surprise them in what they read.

» Resources

+ Bowlby, Chris.“Germany: Reluctant Military Giant?” BBCNews.com, BBC Radio 4 Analysis, 12 June 2017, https://
www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-40172317.

« Smale, Alison.”In a Reversal, Germany’s Military Growth Is Met With Western Relief” The New York Times, 5 June,
2016, https.//www.nytimes.com/2016/06/06/world/europe/european-union-germany-army.html.

SUMMATIVE PERFORMANCE TASK

What role does the German military play in international peacekeeping?

Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses the compelling question using specific claims and
relevant evidence from contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views.

@ EXTENSION (OPTIONAL) TASK

Conscription, also known as compulsory military service, is a common practice throughout the world, with many nations
asking their men to serve in the military or participate in civil social work. In 2011, Germans voted against conscription and it
was therefore suspended. Have students read the sources below and do their own research. On a T-chart they should list the
benefits and drawbacks of this decision.

» Resources

+ "The benefits of conscription are economic as well as military”” The Financial Times, https://www.ft.com/
content/66f6fd18-94b9-11e7-83ab-f4624cccbabe.

« "More women soldiers and less equipment: A look at Germany’s army in numbers.” The Local, 15
February 2019, https://www.thelocal.de/20190215/more-women-soldiers-and-less-equipmen
t-a-look-at-germanys-army-in-numbers.

¢ TAKING INFORMED ACTION

UNDERSTAND Peacekeeping is central part of international relations. It helps pave the path for countries in conflict
to peace. There are many programs that help peacekeeping efforts. One of the most influential programs is the United
Nations (UN) Peacekeepers. The UN Peacekeepers usually employ highly trained people who are well equipped to be
in war-torn countries. However, there are many programs where students can participate, such as the Peace Corps.

ASSESS Check with your student counselor to see if any previous students have taken the opportunity to be part of
the Peace Corps once they left for University.

ACT Look into the Peace Corps website, and see whether this would be a program that would be interesting to you
to join in the future.

This inquiry is based on the work of 2009 Top Fellow Seth Altman.
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