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2.7	 A SYMBOL OF GERMANY: THE BRANDENBURG GATE

How are landmarks symbols of a nation?
C3 Framework Indicator D2.His.5.9-12. Analyze how historical contexts shaped and continue to shape people’s 

perspectives.

D2.His.12.9-12. Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to pursue 
further inquiry and investigate additional sources.

D2.His.15.9-12. Distinguish between long-term causes and triggering events in 
developing a historical argument.

D2.His.16.9-12 Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and 
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.

Staging the Compelling Question Students will familiarize themselves with landmarks as symbols of a nation. They will 
explore the significance of the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin.

Supporting Question 1 Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3

What are some well-known landmarks in 
Berlin?

What events in German history are 
connected to the Brandenburg Gate?

How is the Brandenburg Gate a symbol of 
contemporary Germany?

Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task

Through an interactive game, students 
will become familiar with the landmarks 
of Berlin.

Students will make a brief timeline of what 
they believe the most important events in 
history were that were connected to the 
Brandenburg Gate.

Students should use the resources listed, 
and write a brief statement of what role 
they think the Brandenburg Gate plays in 
Germany today.

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources

Source A: Berlin Landmarks Game 
(PowerPoint 2.7.1)

Source A: Brandenburg Gate as Witness to 
History (PowerPoint 2.7.2)

Source B: YouTube

Source C: Deutsche Welle

Source D: Wikipedia

Source A: Berlin.de Website

Source B: Brandenburger Tor

Summative Performance Task Argument: Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses 
the compelling question using specific claims and relevant evidence from historical or 
contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views. 

Extension: The most visited landmark in Germany, after the Cologne Cathedral, is the 
Reichstag. Using the handout students will learn how the German Reichstag building 
reflects the values of the modern German government.

Taking Informed Action Understand: Consider the roles the Brandenburg Gate and the Reichstag have played 
over the years for Berlin and beyond. 

Assess: What landmark in your town or state might have similar significance for your 
region due to historical events that have happened there or nearby?

Act: Visit that building/landmark and create a video that you will share with your 
classmates.
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COMPELLING QUESTION

•	 How are landmarks symbols of a nation?

INQUIRY OVERVIEW

Students will familiarize themselves with landmarks as symbols of a nation. Then they will determine which historical and con-
temporary events in Germany have involved the Brandenburg Gate. Based on their research, students will construct an argu-
ment outlining how the values of a city/ nation are reflected in its landmarks, and they will justify their reasoning with evidence. 
The extension in this lesson will focus on another important German landmark, the Reichstag. 

TEACHER BACKGROUND

There are many landmarks that are globally recognized such 
as Stonehenge in England, the Colosseum in Rome, the Taj 
Mahal in India, the Great Pyramids of Egypt, the Opera House 
in Sydney, the Statue of Liberty in the U.S., and the CN Tower 
in Canada. These landmarks were built to mark change, as  
memorials, as religious monuments, or even just as great 
feats of architecture. However, as landmarks stand witness to 
history, their purpose and meaning often evolve. One of the 
most famous examples of a building that’s significance has 
evolved through history is the Hagia Sophia in Istanbul, Tur-
key. When modern-day Turkey was part of the Holy Roman 
Empire, the Hagia Sophia was built as a cathedral. However, 
over time, as Turkey became part of the Ottoman Empire, it 
was turned into a mosque. Today, both Christian and Islamic art is prevalent in the landmark, which now serves as one of the 
city’s most important museums. Can you think of a prime example in the U.S. or Canada where a building has physically stood 
witness to history?

German landmarks were especially influenced by many historical events. Though there are countless landmarks that could be 
a symbol of Germany today, this lesson will take a closer look at the events to which the Brandenburg Gate has stood witness, 
and how the significance of this landmark has evolved over time. 

Brandenburg Gate:

Designed by Carl Gotthard Langhans, the Brandenburg Gate was built between 1788 and 1791 at the request of the Prussian 
King Friedrich Wilhelm II. Although it is now situated in the center of Berlin, it was originally one of several gateways through the 
city’s custom wall. A statue called the Quadriga, or four horse-drawn chariot, designed by sculptor Johann Gottfried Schadow 
was added in 1793. Steering the Quadriga is Victoria, goddess of victory. Napoleon took the statuary to France after his army 
defeated the Prussians in 1806, and then in the aftermath of the Wars of Liberation, the Quadriga was returned to Berlin in 1814. 
At this time, an iron cross, surrounded by an oak wreath and decorated with a Prussian eagle, was added to the sculpture. After 
the defeat of Napoleon and the Quadriga’s reinstallation, the square in front of the Brandenburg Gate was renamed Pariser Platz. 
In 1933 the National Socialists marched through the gate in a military torch parade, introducing a totalitarian chapter of German 
history that ultimately left the city destroyed and the country divided. By 1945, the gate was in poor repair and the Quadriga 
lay in ruins. Located in the border strip between East and West Berlin from 1961 to 1989, the Brandenburg Gate represented a 
divided Germany. Since reunification, the gate has been restored to its landmark status. 

*Note: It is suggested that students view the “Field Trip to Berlin” DVD from the Transatlantic Outreach Program for background infor-
mation on the city of Berlin. Available at www.goethe.de/top. 

http://www.goethe.de/top
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TIME: 3–4 45 minute periods

CONCEPTS LIST

•	 Landmark

•	 Brandenburg Gate

•	 Quadriga

•	 Reichstag
•	 Bundestag
•	 Reich

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES

•	 Berlin Landmarks Game (PowerPoint 2.7.1)

•	 Brandenburg Gate as Witness to History (PowerPoint 2.7.2)

•	 How does the German Reichstag building reflect the values of the modern German 
government? (Handout 2.7.3)

•	 “Ancient City Walls: From City Wall to Excise Wall.” VisitBerlin, 2019, https://www.visitberlin.de/
en/ancient-city-walls. 

•	 “Around the Reichstag in Berlin.” YouTube. Uploaded by DW News, 26 September 2017, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZ866HxCyHo&t=36s (8:35). 

•	 “Berlin in Motion Timelapse.” Vimeo, uploaded by photohod on 12 January 2012, https://vimeo.com/35082497. 

•	 “Brandenburg Gate.” Berlin.de Website. Updated 1 April 2019, https://www.berlin.de/en/attractions-and-sight
s/3560266-3104052-brandenburg-gate.en.html. 

•	 “Brandenburg Gate: History.” YouTube, uploaded by Panorama-b Sightseeing Berlin on 20 May 2016, https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=XtGomgy0m7s. 

•	 “From the Reichstag to the Bundestag.” Official website of the Exhibition by the German Bundestag, https://www.bundestag.
de/resource/blob/480634/c1666d24783777d8859472d41dfff83d/exhibition_dome-data.pdf. 

•	 Grenier, Elizabeth. “The Brandenburg Gate, Berlin Landmark.” Deutsche Welle, 23 February 2018, https://www.dw.com/en/
the-brandenburg-gate-berlin-landmark/g-19427048. 

•	 “Image: Map of the Berlin Customs Wall with its eighteen gates.” Wikipedia, 22 January 2006, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Brandenburg_Gate#/media/File:Karte_berlin_akzisemauer.png.

•	 Ouroussoff, Nicolai. “Holding History and Hope Up to the Light.” LA Times, 20 April 1999, https://www.latimes.com/archives/
la-xpm-1999-apr-20-ca-29056-story.html. 

•	 “The Brandenburg Gate.” Brandenburger Tor, 2014, http://www.brandenburg-gate.de/eng/history/.

INTRODUCTORY QUESTION

What is a landmark that represents your country as it is today? Students will discuss and explain their reasoning. Has this land-
mark’s significance changed over time?

All handouts 
can be found at 
www.goethe.de/
germanyinfocus

https://www.visitberlin.de/en/ancient-city-walls
https://www.visitberlin.de/en/ancient-city-walls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZ866HxCyHo&t=36s
https://vimeo.com/35082497
https://www.berlin.de/en/attractions-and-sights/3560266-3104052-brandenburg-gate.en.html
https://www.berlin.de/en/attractions-and-sights/3560266-3104052-brandenburg-gate.en.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XtGomgy0m7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XtGomgy0m7s
https://www.bundestag.de/resource/blob/480634/c1666d24783777d8859472d41dfff83d/exhibition_dome-data.pdf
https://www.bundestag.de/resource/blob/480634/c1666d24783777d8859472d41dfff83d/exhibition_dome-data.pdf
https://www.dw.com/en/the-brandenburg-gate-berlin-landmark/g-19427048
https://www.dw.com/en/the-brandenburg-gate-berlin-landmark/g-19427048
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brandenburg_Gate#/media/File:Karte_berlin_akzisemauer.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brandenburg_Gate#/media/File:Karte_berlin_akzisemauer.png
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1999-apr-20-ca-29056-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1999-apr-20-ca-29056-story.html
http://www.brandenburg-gate.de/eng/history/
http://www.goethe.de/germanyinfocus
http://www.goethe.de/germanyinfocus
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SUPPORTING QUESTION #1

What are some well-known landmarks in Berlin?

	➤ Formative Performance Task

Play an interactive game to familiarize your students with the landmarks of Berlin. Then ask the students to write a brief sum-
mary of what they learned about the two landmarks they got to know during the game and one question they have about 
each one.

Berlin Game (10-15 min.)

Have students compete at finding “their” landmark in Berlin with the time-lapse video “Berlin in Motion.” It helps build excite-
ment and interest in all of the places and things there: https://vimeo.com/35082497. Use the Berlin Game Cards (PowerPoint 
2.7.1. Berlin Landmarks Game) for this activity. 

Hand out the landmark cards so that each person has one. If there is time, have students get to know their landmark (study the 
image, practice pronouncing the word in their best German accent, make sure they can recognize the landmark when they see 
it) before showing the video for the first time. If your students have access to devices, you can also give them a few minutes to 
research the word/landmark and learn about it. First round: begin playing the “Berlin in Motion” video and when you see your 
landmark, stand up and say the name, then sit back down. If it appears several times in the video, you have to stand up and 
say it each time (this can be fun with “der Bus”!). After the first screening, trade cards and each person teaches the new owner 
about that landmark. For the second round: Stand up and say your original landmark (competing with the person who has it 
now—who can say it first?) and your second landmark (also competing with the first person who had that). Lots of movement 
and noise. By the end, students often feel like a part of Berlin is their very own. 

Follow-up for students: 

Write a brief summary of what you learned about the two landmarks you got to know during the game and write one question 
you have about each one.

	➤ Resources

•	 Berlin Landmarks Game (PowerPoint 2.7.1)

•	 “Berlin in Motion Timelapse.” Vimeo, uploaded by photohod on 12 January 2012, https://vimeo.com/35082497.  

SUPPORTING QUESTION #2

What events in German history are connected to the Brandenburg Gate?

	➤ Formative Performance Task

Using the resources listed below, ask students to list the major events or historical contexts that have involved the Brandenburg 
Gate, from its original construction through today. Then ask them to make a brief timeline of what they believe the most im-
portant events in history were that were connected to the Brandenburg Gate. 

As a class watch the YouTube video “Brandenburg Gate: History” to get an overview of the gate’s construction and history. 
Students should take notes on events and historical context as they watch. Then, as a class, discuss the original purpose of the 
gate and how this changed. Next, students should explore the map of the Berlin Customs Wall to better understand the gate’s 
original purpose. 

*Note: Project PowerPoint 2.7.2 to discuss important events to which the Brandenburg Gate stood witness. Students can also, indi-
vidually or in small groups, use this resource to get ideas and research events that took place at the Brandenburg Gate. 

https://vimeo.com/35082497
https://vimeo.com/35082497
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	➤ Resources

•	 Brandenburg Gate as Witness to History (PowerPoint 2.7.2)

•	 “Brandenburg Gate: History.” YouTube, uploaded by Panorama-b Sightseeing Berlin on 20 May 2016, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=XtGomgy0m7s.  

•	 Grenier, Elizabeth. “The Brandenburg Gate, Berlin Landmark.” Deutsche Welle, 23 February 2018, https://www.
dw.com/en/the-brandenburg-gate-berlin-landmark/g-19427048.  

•	 “Image: Map of the Berlin Customs Wall with its eighteen gates.” Wikipedia, 22 January 2006, https://

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brandenburg_Gate#/media/File:Karte_berlin_akzisemauer.png.  

SUPPORTING QUESTION #3

How is the Brandenburg Gate a symbol of contemporary Germany? 

	➤ Formative Performance Task

Students should use the resources listed below, and write a brief statement of what role they think the Brandenburg Gate plays 
in Germany today. 

	➤ Resources

•	 “Brandenburg Gate.” Berlin.de Website. Updated 1 April 2019, https://www.berlin.de/en/attractions-and-sight
s/3560266-3104052-brandenburg-gate.en.html.  

•	 “The Brandenburg Gate.” Brandenburger Tor, 2014, http://www.brandenburg-gate.de/eng/history/.  

SUMMATIVE PERFORMANCE TASK

How are landmarks symbols of a nation?

Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses the compelling question using specific claims and 
relevant evidence from historical or contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views. 

EXTENSION (OPTIONAL) TASK

The most visited landmark in Germany, after the Cologne Cathedral, is the Reichstag. It was originally built in 1884-1894 to house 
the German Diet (or Assembly) in Berlin. It symbolized the short lived democratic period during the Weimar Republic before it 
was set on fire in 1933. It was only fully restored in 1999, eight years after reunification. It now again houses the German Parlia-
ment, the Bundestag.

How does the German Reichstag building reflect the values of the modern German government?

Divide students into small groups and have them answer the question by filling out Handout 2.7.3. 

*Note: Students may only need to watch the first 4:35 of the YouTube video, as that is when the discussion about the Reichstag 
concludes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XtGomgy0m7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XtGomgy0m7s
https://www.dw.com/en/the-brandenburg-gate-berlin-landmark/g-19427048
https://www.dw.com/en/the-brandenburg-gate-berlin-landmark/g-19427048
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brandenburg_Gate#/media/File:Karte_berlin_akzisemauer.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brandenburg_Gate#/media/File:Karte_berlin_akzisemauer.png
https://www.berlin.de/en/attractions-and-sights/3560266-3104052-brandenburg-gate.en.html
https://www.berlin.de/en/attractions-and-sights/3560266-3104052-brandenburg-gate.en.html
http://www.brandenburg-gate.de/eng/history/
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	➤ Resources

•	 How does the German Reichstag building reflect the values of the modern German government? (Handout 
2.7.3)

•	 “Around the Reichstag in Berlin.” YouTube. Uploaded by DW News, 26 September 2017, https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=yZ866HxCyHo&t=36s (8:35).  

•	 “From the Reichstag to the Bundestag.” Official website of the Exhibition by the German Bundestag, https://www.
bundestag.de/resource/blob/480634/c1666d24783777d8859472d41dfff83d/exhibition_dome-data.pdf.  

•	 Ouroussoff, Nicolai. “Holding History and Hope Up to the Light.” LA Times, 20 April 1999, https://www.latimes.
com/archives/la-xpm-1999-apr-20-ca-29056-story.html.   

TAKING INFORMED ACTION

UNDERSTAND Consider the roles the Brandenburg Gate and the Reichstag have played over the years for Berlin and 
beyond. 

ASSESS What landmark in your town or state might have similar significance for your region due to historical events 
that have happened there or nearby? Research the history of that landmark, then prepare a short explanatory text in 
your own words to summarize what happened there and why you believe that was important.

ACT Visit that building/landmark and create a video that you will share with your classmates. Narrate the video as if you 
are a local tour guide responsible for explaining the importance of that location with people who are unfamiliar with 
your region’s history. Share your video with the class. Provide feedback on your peers’ work. (Use a password-protected 
platform such as Flipgrid to share and comment on videos.)

The extension section of this inquiry is part of a lesson from 2018 TOP Fellow Cheryl Healy.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZ866HxCyHo&t=36s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZ866HxCyHo&t=36s
https://www.bundestag.de/resource/blob/480634/c1666d24783777d8859472d41dfff83d/exhibition_dome-data.pdf
https://www.bundestag.de/resource/blob/480634/c1666d24783777d8859472d41dfff83d/exhibition_dome-data.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1999-apr-20-ca-29056-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1999-apr-20-ca-29056-story.html

