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4.5	 TAG DER DEUTSCHEN EINHEIT—THE DAY OF  
GERMANY UNITY

How do many national holidays mark change?
C3 Framework Indicator D1.5.9-12. Determine the kinds of sources that will be helpful in answering compelling 

and supporting questions, taking into consideration multiple points of view represented 
in sources, the types of sources available, and the potential uses of the sources. 

D2.Civ.9.9-12. Use appropriate deliberative processes in multiple settings.

D2.Civ.12.9-12. Evaluate multiple procedures for making governmental decisions at the 
local, state, national, and international levels in terms of the civic purposes achieved.

Staging the Compelling Question Students will research the reason October 3rd was selected as the day of German Unity, 
how this holiday is celebrated each year, and why.

Supporting Question 1 Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3

What is the origin of your home country’s 
national holiday?

What is the Day of German Unity, when is 
it, and how is it celebrated?

Why was October 3rd selected as the Day 
of German Unity instead of November 9th, 
the day the Berlin Wall fell?

Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task

Students will research the origin of their 
country’s national holiday.

Students will research the Day of German 
Unity—why it is a national holiday, when it 
is, and how it is celebrated.

As a class debate the reasons for the 
selection of October 3rd rather than 
November 9th as the Day of German Unity.

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources

Source A: Vox: “MAP: How every country 
in the world celebrates its version of July 
4th”

Source B: Central Intelligence Agency 
Publication

Source A: The Culture Trip

Source B: Zipfel Bund

Source C: The German Way

Source D: YouTube

Source E: YouTube

Source F: Learn German Coach

Source A: November 9 in German History 
(Handout 4.5.1)

Source B: Deutsche Welle

Source C: DuelAmical.EU

Source D: The Happy Hermit

Summative Performance Task Argument: Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses 
the compelling question using specific claims and relevant evidence from historical or 
contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views. 

Extension: Ask students to research the Zipfelbund, and explain its relation to the Day of 
German Unity.

Taking Informed Action Understand: As with the Day of German Unity, there are certain ways that your country’s 
holiday is traditionally celebrated. 

Assess: Explore the needs of your community and look into possible projects you could 
do on that day.

Act: Invite members of your school or local community to join you in a hands-on service 
project to commemorate your country’s holiday.
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COMPELLING QUESTION

•	 How do many national holidays mark change?

INQUIRY OVERVIEW

This inquiry focuses on Tag der Deutschen Einheit—the Day of German Unity. Students will research the reason October 3rd was 
selected, how this holiday is celebrated each year, and why. Students will also explore how national holidays around the world 
mark change.

TEACHER BACKGROUND

On October 3, 1990, the German Democratic Republic 
(GDR/East Germany) officially joined the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany (FDR/West Germany), and the country of 
Germany was reunified after almost five decades of sepa-
ration. October 3rd is celebrated annually as is the Day of 
German Unity, Tag der Deutschen Einheit.

The fall of the Berlin Wall on November 9, 1989, paved the 
way towards this national day. Historically, November 9th 
has been a day of remembrance rather than celebration, 
as four major events in modern German history occurred 
on this day: 1) the abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II and es-
tablishment of the Weimar Republic in 1918; 2) Adolf Hit-
ler’s unsuccessful Beer Hall Putsch in Munich in 1923; 3) the violence against Jewish people in the pogroms of Kristallnacht (the 
“Night of Broken Glass”) in 1938; and 4) the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. Due to these disparate associations, November 9th was 
not considered an appropriate date for celebrating the unity of Germany. 

The Day of German Unity is commemorated annually with official celebrations usually taking place in the capital of whichever 
state is presiding over the Bundesrat (Germany’s upper house of parliament). 

TIME: 2–3 45 minute periods

CONCEPTS LIST

•	 Tag der Deutschen Einheit
•	 Day of German Unity
•	 Kristallnacht

•	 Pogrom

•	 Weimar Republic

•	 Reichstag

•	 Reunification

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES

•	 November 9 in German History (Handout 4.5.1)

•	 Christ, Carla. “How Germans celebrate their national holiday.” Deutsche Welle, 3 October 2014, 
https://www.dw.com/en/how-germans-celebrate-their-national-holiday/a-17973087. 

•	 Cichanowicz, Lily. “A Brief History of German Unity Day.” The Culture Trip, 26 October 2016, 
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/germany/articles/a-brief-history-of-german-unity-day/. 

•	 “Day of German Unity.” Zipfelbund, http://www.zipfelbund.de/tag-deutschen-einheit.html. 

© Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-1990-1003-400 / Grimm, Peer / CC-BY-SA 3.0, CC BY-SA 
3.0 de, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5425931

All handouts 
can be found at 
www.goethe.de/
germanyinfocus

https://www.dw.com/en/how-germans-celebrate-their-national-holiday/a-17973087
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/germany/articles/a-brief-history-of-german-unity-day/
http://www.zipfelbund.de/tag-deutschen-einheit.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5425931
http://www.goethe.de/germanyinfocus
http://www.goethe.de/germanyinfocus
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•	 Fisher, Max. “MAP: How every country in the world celebrates its version of July 4th,” Vox, 3 July 2014, https://www.vox.
com/2014/7/3/5867599/heres-a-map-of-other-countries-versions-of-4th-of-july. 

•	 “German National Holiday—November 9th or October 3rd?” DuelAmical.EU, 1 January 2013, http://duelamical.eu/en/
articles/german-national-holiday-november-9th-or-october-3rd. 

•	 “German Unity Day.” The German Way & More: Language and Culture in Austria, Germany and Switzerland, https://www.
german-way.com/history-and-culture/holidays-and-celebrations/german-unity-day/. 

•	 “German unity: What’s so special about 3rd October?” YouTube, uploaded by rewboss, 28 September 2013, https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=OTGMn-wlWEA. 

•	 “LIFE IN GERMANY: All about our national holiday, the German Unification Day (October 3rd).” YouTube, uploaded by 
VlogDave, 3 October 2016, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfbIohtHFYU (3:17). 

•	 Moser, Andreas. “Why is German reunification celebrated on 3 October?” The Happy Hermit, 3 October 2013, https://
andreasmoser.blog/2015/10/03/3october/. 

•	 “The World Factbook 2016-17.” Central Intelligence Agency Publication, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/
the-world-factbook/index.html. 

•	 “What’s So Special About the German Unity Day?” Learn German Coach, 27 August 2014, https://learngermancoach.com/
german-unity-day/. 

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

As a class discuss the difference between a public holiday and a national holiday. Does the United States have a national holi-
day? Does Canada have a national holiday?

National Holiday (www.merriam-webster.com)

1: a holiday celebrated throughout a nation especially one commemorating the birth or independence of a nation.

2: a legal holiday established by the central government of a nation rather than by state or local authorities - there are 
no annual legal national holidays in the United States .

The difference between a federal and national holiday and a list of federal holidays can be found at http://wrrv.
com/difference-between-national-federal-holiday-whats-open/. 

*Note: The United States does not have an official national holiday—the closest is the Fourth of July (Independence Day). Canada Day 
is the national holiday of Canada and is celebrated on July 1st. 

SUPPORTING QUESTION #1

What is the origin of your home country’s national holiday?

	➤ Formative Performance Task

Students will research the origin of their country’s national holiday. They should briefly summarize how the date was selected 
and why they believe that holiday is celebrated today. 

	➤ Resources

•	 Fisher, Max. “MAP: How every country in the world celebrates its version of July 4th.” Vox, 3 July 2014, https://
www.vox.com/2014/7/3/5867599/heres-a-map-of-other-countries-versions-of-4th-of-july. 

•	 “The World Factbook 2016-17.” Central Intelligence Agency Publication, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/
resources/the-world-factbook/index.html.  

*Note: Your students may want to explore what people in Germany think about patriotism and national identity with 
Inquiry 4.6 “National Pride and National Identity in Germany”, depending on the instructional time you have available. 

https://www.vox.com/2014/7/3/5867599/heres-a-map-of-other-countries-versions-of-4th-of-july
https://www.vox.com/2014/7/3/5867599/heres-a-map-of-other-countries-versions-of-4th-of-july
http://duelamical.eu/en/articles/german-national-holiday-november-9th-or-october-3rd
http://duelamical.eu/en/articles/german-national-holiday-november-9th-or-october-3rd
https://www.german-way.com/
https://www.german-way.com/history-and-culture/holidays-and-celebrations/german-unity-day/
https://www.german-way.com/history-and-culture/holidays-and-celebrations/german-unity-day/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTGMn-wlWEA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTGMn-wlWEA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfbIohtHFYU
https://andreasmoser.blog/2020/10/03/3october/
https://andreasmoser.blog/2020/10/03/3october/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
https://learngermancoach.com/german-unity-day/
https://learngermancoach.com/german-unity-day/
http://www.merriam-webster.com
http://wrrv.com/difference-between-national-federal-holiday-whats-open/
http://wrrv.com/difference-between-national-federal-holiday-whats-open/
https://www.vox.com/2014/7/3/5867599/heres-a-map-of-other-countries-versions-of-4th-of-july
https://www.vox.com/2014/7/3/5867599/heres-a-map-of-other-countries-versions-of-4th-of-july
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/
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SUPPORTING QUESTION #2

What is the Day of German Unity, when is it, and how is it celebrated?

	➤ Formative Performance Task

Beginning with the links listed in the resources, students should research the Day of German Unity—why it is a national holiday, 
when it is, and how it is celebrated? Ask them to create a poster advertising the holiday with information sharing what they 
know. The poster must contain the following:

•	 Reason why the day is celebrated

•	 German city where the festivities will be next (assign year lesson taught)

•	 The motto for the assigned year (actual or imaginary)

•	 Images significant to the day

•	 Special details you have read about that might attract crowds

The poster should be creative, colorful, inviting, and show their understanding of the holiday and its significance in Germany.

	➤ Resources

•	 Cichanowicz, Lily. “A Brief History of German Unity Day.” The Culture Trip, 26 October 2016, https://theculturetrip.
com/europe/germany/articles/a-brief-history-of-german-unity-day/. 

•	 “Day of German Unity.” Zipfelbund, http://www.zipfelbund.de/tag-deutschen-einheit.html.  

•	 “German Unity Day.” The German Way & More: Language and Culture in Austria, Germany and Switzerland, https://
www.german-way.com/history-and-culture/holidays-and-celebrations/german-unity-day/.  

•	 “German unity: What’s so special about 3rd October?” YouTube, uploaded by rewboss, 28 September 2013, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTGMn-wlWEA.  

•	 “LIFE IN GERMANY: All about our national holiday, the German Unification Day (October 3rd).” YouTube, 
uploaded by VlogDave, 3 October 2016, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfbIohtHFYU (3:17).  

•	 “What’s So Special About the German Unity Day?” Learn German Coach, 27 August 2014, https://
learngermancoach.com/german-unity-day/.  

SUPPORTING QUESTION #3

Why was October 3rd selected as the Day of German Unity instead of November 9th, the day the 
Berlin Wall fell?

	➤ Formative Performance Task

As a class debate the reasons for the selection of October 3rd rather than November 9th as the Day of German Unity. Students 
should prepare for the debate by reading articles presenting reasons for both days, and craft arguments that contradict those 
claims. 

Class Debate:

Form two groups—one for October 3rd and one for November 9th. In their groups they will discuss the reasons their date 
should be selected for Day of German Unity with supporting evidence from the resources listed. Select 4 members to be the 
group’s spokespersons.

https://theculturetrip.com/europe/germany/articles/a-brief-history-of-german-unity-day/
https://theculturetrip.com/europe/germany/articles/a-brief-history-of-german-unity-day/
http://www.zipfelbund.de/tag-deutschen-einheit.html
https://www.german-way.com/
https://www.german-way.com/history-and-culture/holidays-and-celebrations/german-unity-day/
https://www.german-way.com/history-and-culture/holidays-and-celebrations/german-unity-day/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTGMn-wlWEA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfbIohtHFYU
https://learngermancoach.com/german-unity-day/
https://learngermancoach.com/german-unity-day/
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The spokespersons for each group present the group’s reasoning for selecting a particular date. Students who are not spokes-
persons play the role of the ‘public.’ They may ask the spokespersons questions for clarification. Following the two presen-
tations, the ‘public’ votes by secret ballot as to which day they believe is best for the Day of German Unity, taking all of the 
arguments presented into consideration.

One-on-One Debate Option:

Individually students read the two perspectives in the article “German National Holiday—November 9th or October 3rd?” Assign 
students to the side they will represent for a timed, one-on-one debate (students may not personally agree with their assigned 
side). For three minutes, the November 9th representative advocates for that choice. While that person is presenting, their part-
ner listens and take notes (and does not speak or respond at all). Then, for exactly three minutes the October 3rd representative 
replies, and the November 9th person listens silently and takes notes. Each partner follows up with a one minute response. 
Self-evaluate: which side argued their case most effectively? Share results with the class and tally up total results for the class. 

	➤ Resources

•	 November 9 in German History (Handout 4.5.1)

•	 Christ, Carla. “How Germans celebrate their national holiday.” Deutsche Welle, 3 October 2014, https://www.
dw.com/en/how-germans-celebrate-their-national-holiday/a-17973087. 

•	 “German National Holiday—November 9th or October 3rd?” DuelAmical.EU, 1 January 2013, http://duelamical.
eu/en/articles/german-national-holiday-november-9th-or-october-3rd. 

•	 Moser, Andreas. “Why is German reunification celebrated on 3 October?” The Happy Hermit, 3 October 2013, 
https://andreasmoser.blog/2015/10/03/3october/. 

SUMMATIVE PERFORMANCE TASK

How do many national holidays mark change?

Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses the compelling question using specific claims and 
relevant evidence from historical or contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views. 

EXTENSION (OPTIONAL) TASK

Ask students to research the Zipfelbund, and explain its relation to the Day of German Unity.

	➤ Resources

•	 “Day of German Unity.” Zipfelbund, http://www.zipfelbund.de/tag-deutschen-einheit.html.  

TAKING INFORMED ACTION

UNDERSTAND As with the Day of German Unity, there are certain ways that your country’s holiday is traditionally 
celebrated. 

ASSESS How could you enhance the way you celebrate that day to include a service project? Explore the needs of 
your community and look into possible projects you could do on that day.

ACT Invite members of your school or local community to join you in a hands-on service project to commemorate 
your country’s holiday. 

https://www.dw.com/en/how-germans-celebrate-their-national-holiday/a-17973087
https://www.dw.com/en/how-germans-celebrate-their-national-holiday/a-17973087
http://duelamical.eu/en/articles/german-national-holiday-november-9th-or-october-3rd
http://duelamical.eu/en/articles/german-national-holiday-november-9th-or-october-3rd
https://andreasmoser.blog/2020/10/03/3october/
http://www.zipfelbund.de/tag-deutschen-einheit.html

