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1.5	 GERMANY AND IMMIGRATION—WHY GERMANY?

Why did a majority of refugees seek asylum in Germany in 2015?
C3 Framework Indicator D2.Geo.6.9-12. Evaluate the impact of human settlement activities on the 

environmental and cultural characteristics of specific places and regions.

D2.Geo.6.9-12. Evaluate the consequences of human-made and natural catastrophes on 
global trade, politics, and human migration.

D4.1.9-12. Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence 
from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary weaknesses.

Staging the Compelling Question Students will learn what led so many refugees to seek asylum in Germany during the 
refugee crisis in 2015, and thereafter.

Supporting Question 1 Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3

What are some of the reasons that 
refugees flee their homes/countries?

What were the consequences of Germany 
“suspending” the Dublin Regulation in 
2015?

What are some pull factors that make 
Germany a destination for refugees and 
asylum seekers?

Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task

Through a jigsaw activity students will 
learn some of the reasons why refugees 
flee their countries.

Each group should read, individually or 
together, their assigned article and answer 
the listed questions. 

Brainstorm the reasons why Germany is 
a desirable destination for refugees and 
asylum seekers (pull factors), and why the 
country would welcome refugees. 

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources

Source A: Refugee Worksheet  
(Handout 1.5.1)

Source B: Top Refugee Countries 
(Handout 1.5.2)

Source C: Regional Map (Handout 1.5.3)

Source A: The Guardian

Source B: The Washington Post

Source C: The Independent

Source D: Foreign Policy

Source E: Spiegel Online

Source A: BAMF

Source B: SkyNews

Source C: International Business Times

Source D: Mother Jones

Source E: CNN

Source F: CBC

Source G: Fortune

Source H: The Independent

Source I: Reuters

Source J: Bruegel

Summative Performance Task Argument: Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses 
the compelling question using specific claims and relevant evidence from historical or 
contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views. 

Extension: Students will investigate which countries host the most refugees. 

Taking Informed Action Understand: For most people in both the United States and Canada, their ancestors 
emigrated from another country.

Assess: Find the person in your family who is most familiar with your family history.

Act: With that specific family member, trace back your family history as far as you can to 
see if and from where your family immigrated.
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COMPELLING QUESTION

•	 Why did a majority of refugees seek asylum in Germany in 2015? 

INQUIRY OVERVIEW

This inquiry explores who refugees are and why they flee their homes. Students will learn what led so many refugees to seek 
asylum in Germany during the refugee crisis in 2015, and thereafter. Students will explore the definitions of refugees, immi-
grants, migrants, asylum seekers, and internally displaced people. They will also learn what makes Germany a desirable desti-
nation for refugees. 

TEACHER BACKGROUND

Following the Arab Spring uprisings and the start of the Syrian Civil War in the early 2010’s, the world witnessed a major refu-
gee crisis, with millions of people being displaced and seeking refuge across the Middle East, North Africa, Mediterranean, and 
Europe. In 2016, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reported that, for the first time the number of 
forced displaced people globally had exceeded the number of refugees following WWII. In 2016, the number of forced dis-
placed people worldwide was over 52 million.1

In 2015, hundreds of thousands of refugees fleeing the Syr-
ian Civil War entered Europe and were being held at the Hun-
garian border to Austria. On September 4, 2015, Chancellor 
Werner Faymann of Austria and Chancellor Angela Merkel of 
Germany announced that they would be allowed to cross the 
border from Hungary into Austria and onward to Germany.2 
Other European countries, however, decided to close their 
borders. They were adamant that refugees must seek asylum 
in the first country of entrance in the EU, as per the Dublin 
Regulation (also called the Dublin Procedure). “The Dublin 
Regulation establishes the Member State responsible for the 
examination of the asylum application.”3 It stipulates that, for example, if an asylum seeker has already had their fingerprints 
taken in another European country before entering Germany, Germany has the right to send them back to the initial country 
of information-in-take.   

The German government, headed by Chancellor Angela Merkel, decided to “suspend” the Dublin Regulation criteria on human-
itarian grounds during the height of the crisis in 2015. Though many criticized this decision, Chancellor Merkel encouraged the 
German people to meet the challenge of the refugee crisis, telling them “we can do this.” Many Germans went to train and bus 
stations to welcome incoming refugees. Others volunteered at refugee shelters and other support organizations. The federal 
government made sure to limit the strain on individual Länder (states) by distributing the asylum seekers evenly throughout 
the country. 

Reactions to the refugee crisis varied throughout Europe. Austria introduced a cap on the daily number of asylum seekers it 
would allow in. Hungary raised a barbed wire fence along its border to Serbia, to stem the flow of refugees coming through the 
Western Balkan Route from Greece. The Republic of Macedonia (Northern Macedonia) followed suit with Hungary, and closed 

1	 Edwards, Adrian. “World Refugee Day: Global forced displacement tops 50 million for first time in post-World War II era.” Official website of the UNHCR, 20 
June 2014, https://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2014/6/53a155bc6/world-refugee-day-global-forced-displacement-tops-50-million-first-time.html.

2	 Preisinger, Irene and Krisztina Than. “Austria and Germany open borders to migrants offloaded by Hungary.” Reuters, 4 September 2015, https://www.
reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-hungary/austria-and-germany-open-borders-to-migrants-offloaded-by-hungary-idUSKCN0R40FO20150905.

3	 “Country Responsible for asylum application (Dublin).” Official website of the European Commission, last update 2 April 2019, https://ec.europa.eu/
home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/asylum/examination-of-applicants_en.
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/;jsessionid=jHNlTp3HLjqw8mqGbQSpZh1VWpjCyVQq14Hgcztw4pbfSQZffnrn!557467765?uri=CELEX:32013R0604
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/;jsessionid=jHNlTp3HLjqw8mqGbQSpZh1VWpjCyVQq14Hgcztw4pbfSQZffnrn!557467765?uri=CELEX:32013R0604
https://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2014/6/53a155bc6/world-refugee-day-global-forced-displacement-tops-50-million-first-time.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-hungary/austria-and-germany-open-borders-to-migrants-offloaded-by-hungary-idUSKCN0R40FO20150905
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-hungary/austria-and-germany-open-borders-to-migrants-offloaded-by-hungary-idUSKCN0R40FO20150905
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/asylum/examination-of-applicants_en
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/asylum/examination-of-applicants_en
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its border to Greece in March 2016. The closure of borders had a huge effect, and drastically lowered the number of refugees try-
ing to migrate north towards Germany. This, in turn, made it much more difficult for refugees to navigate the Balkan Route, which 
was easier than the treacherous waters of the Central Mediterranean Route from Libya and on to Italy. As a result, the number of 
refugees coming to Germany has been reduced drastically. At the height of the refugee crisis in 2015, 890,000 asylum seekers 
were registered. In 2017 the number of asylum applications had dropped to 186,644.4

Germany is an attractive destination for refugees and migrants for numerous reasons. As a stable country, Germany offers safety 
to those from war-torn regions. German law also dictates that persecuted people have the right to seek asylum in Germany 
(Basic Law Article 16a). 

Some people in Germany have not supported the government’s decision to welcome refugees and have demonstrated or 
even acted violently against refugees. The German government and society as a whole, however, have worked proactively to 
support the integration process of refugees and help them adjust to their new lives. Children are quickly integrated into schools 
and supported with intensive German language classes. “Welcome” and language courses are available to help adult refugees 
orient themselves and navigate the steps they need to take for their asylum applications. There are even apps available to 
help refugees which, for example, bring together job seekers and employers. Many German companies have initiated special 
apprenticeship programs to help refugees gain skills and employment. This is a benefit for the companies as well, since many 
apprenticeship spots have not been filled in recent years. 

TIME: 3–4 45-minute classes

CONCEPTS LIST

4	 Chase, Jefferson. “Refugee Numbers in Germany Dropped Dramatically in 2017.” Deutsche Welle, 16 January 2018, https://www.dw.com/en/refugee-
numbers-in-germany-dropped-dramatically-in-2017/a-42162223.

•	 Refugee

•	 Immigrant

•	 Migrant

•	 Asylum Seeker

•	 Internally Displaced People (IDPs)

•	 UNHCR (United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees)

•	 Brain Drain

•	 Diaspora

•	 Hosting Countries

•	 Home Countries

•	 Official Documentation

•	 European Union (EU)

•	 Dublin Regulation or Procedure

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES

•	 Refugee Worksheet (Handout 1.5.1)

•	 Top Refugee Countries (Handout 1.5.2)

•	 Regional Map (Handout 1.5.3)

•	 Refugees by Hosting Countries, 2017 (Handout 1.5.4)

•	 “Basic Law Article 16a (Germany): Entitlement to Asylum.” Federal Office for Migration and 
Refugees, BAMF, 1 October 2016, http://www.bamf.de/EN/Fluechtlingsschutz/AblaufAsylv/
Schutzformen/Asylberechtigung/asylberechtigung-node.html. 

•	 Chase, Jefferson. “Refugee Numbers in Germany Dropped Dramatically in 2017.” Deutsche Welle, 16 January 2018, https://
www.dw.com/en/refugee-numbers-in-germany-dropped-dramatically-in-2017/a-42162223. 

•	 Clibbon, Jennifer. “Why Germany is taking in so many Refugees—the benefits and risks.” CBC, 14 September 2015, https://
www.cbc.ca/news/world/why-germany-is-taking-in-so-many-refugees-the-benefits-and-risks-1.3226962. 

•	 Connolly, Kate. “Refugee crisis: Germany creaks under strain of open door policy.” The Guardian, 8 October 2015, https://
www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/08/refugee-crisis-germany-creaks-under-strain-of-open-door-policy. 

•	 “Country Responsible for asylum application (Dublin).” Official website of the European Commission, last update 2 April 2019, 
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/asylum/examination-of-applicants_en. 

All handouts 
can be found at 
www.goethe.de/
germanyinfocus

https://www.dw.com/en/refugee-numbers-in-germany-dropped-dramatically-in-2017/a-42162223
https://www.dw.com/en/refugee-numbers-in-germany-dropped-dramatically-in-2017/a-42162223
https://www.bamf.de/EN/Themen/AsylFluechtlingsschutz/AblaufAsylverfahrens/Schutzformen/Asylberechtigung/asylberechtigung-node.html
https://www.bamf.de/EN/Themen/AsylFluechtlingsschutz/AblaufAsylverfahrens/Schutzformen/Asylberechtigung/asylberechtigung-node.html
https://www.dw.com/en/refugee-numbers-in-germany-dropped-dramatically-in-2017/a-42162223
https://www.dw.com/en/refugee-numbers-in-germany-dropped-dramatically-in-2017/a-42162223
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/why-germany-is-taking-in-so-many-refugees-the-benefits-and-risks-1.3226962
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/why-germany-is-taking-in-so-many-refugees-the-benefits-and-risks-1.3226962
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/08/refugee-crisis-germany-creaks-under-strain-of-open-door-policy
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/08/refugee-crisis-germany-creaks-under-strain-of-open-door-policy
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/asylum/examination-of-applicants_en
http://www.goethe.de/germanyinfocus
http://www.goethe.de/germanyinfocus
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•	 Edmond, Charlotte. “84% of refugees live in developing countries.” World Economic Forum, 20 June 2017, https://www.
weforum.org/agenda/2017/06/eighty-four-percent-of-refugees-live-in-developing-countries/. 

•	 Edwards, Adrian. “World Refugee Day: Global forced displacement tops 50 million for first time in post-World 
War II era.” Official website of the UNHCR, 20 June 2014, https://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2014/6/53a155bc6/
world-refugee-day-global-forced-displacement-tops-50-million-first-time.html. 

•	 Faiola, Anthony. “For Refugees it’s destination Germany.” The Washington Post, 5 September 2015, https://www.
washingtonpost.com/world/europe/for-refugees-its-destination-germany/2015/09/05/c5bac7aa-53f5-11e5-b225-
90edbd49f362_story.html. 

•	 “Germany: No Limit to Refugees We’ll Take In.” Sky News, 5 September 2015, https://news.sky.com/story/
germany-no-limit-to-refugees-well-take-in-10347281. 

•	 Groden, Claire. “Here’s why Germany is welcoming migrants with open arms.” Fortune, 8 September 2015, http://fortune.
com/2015/09/08/germany-migrant-crisis/. 

•	 Hall, Allan and John Lichfield. “Germany opens its gates: Berlin says all Syrian asylum-seekers are welcome 
to remain, as Britain is urged to make a ‘similar statement.’” The Independent, 24 August 2015, https://www.
independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/germany-opens-its-gates-berlin-says-all-syrian-asylum-seekers-are-we
lcome-to-remain-as-britain-is-10470062.html. 

•	 Hockenos, Paul. “Nothing Can Take Down Angela Merkel—Except 800,000 Refugees.” Foreign Policy, 22 October 2015, 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/10/22/nothing-can-take-down-angela-merkel-except-800000-refugees-germany-c
du-pegida/. 

•	 McDonnell, Tim. “Here’s why so many of Europe’s migrants have their hearts set on Germany.” Mother Jones, 8 September 
2015, https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/09/heres-why-all-european-migrants-want-go-germany/. 

•	 McHugh, Jess. “What’s driving Refugee Migration to Germany.” International Business Times, 5 September 2015, https://www.
ibtimes.com/whats-driving-refugee-migration-germany-2084566. 

•	 “Merkel’s Refugee Policy Divides Europe.” Spiegel Online, 21 September 2015, http://www.spiegel.de/international/
germany/refugee-policy-of-chancellor-merkel-divides-europe-a-1053603.html. 

•	 Pariona, Amber. “Countries with the largest refugee population.” World Atlas, last updated 15 August 2018, https://www.
worldatlas.com/articles/countries-hosting-the-largest-number-of-refugees-in-the-world.html. 

•	 Stone, John. “The refugee crisis will actually have a sizable positive economic impact on European countries.” The 
Independent, 5 November 2015, https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/the-refugee-crisis-will-actually-hav
e-a-sizable-positive-economic-impact-on-european-countries-eu-a6722396.html. 

•	 “There’s a very practical reason why Germany is taking in so many refugees.” Reuters, 10 September 2015, https://www.
businessinsider.com/r-in-ageing-germany-refugees-seen-as-tomorrows-skilled-workers-2015-9. 

•	 “Who is a Refugee?” YouTube, uploaded by UNHCR Teaching About Refugees, 23 October 2017, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=GvzZGplGbL8. 

•	 Wolff, Guntram. “Germanys handling of immigration will shape the future of Europe.” Bruegel, 11 September 2015, http://
bruegel.org/2015/09/germanys-handling-of-immigration-will-shape-the-future-of-europe/. 

•	 Yan, Holly. “Are countries obligated to take in refugees? In some cases, yes.” CNN, 29 December 2015, https://www.cnn.
com/2015/09/08/world/refugee-obligation/index.html. 

INTRODUCTORY QUESTION

Ask: “Who is a refugee?” Record student answers. Have students view the YouTube video “Who is a Refugee?” https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=GvzZGplGbL8. As a class discuss “Who is a refugee?” as defined in the video and in the UNHRC (UN Refugee 
Agency) definition below. 

Introduce and discuss the definitions of asylum seeker, internally displaced person (IDPs), diaspora, and brain drain. Direct stu-
dents to record these definitions on Handout 1.5.1. 

•	 Refugee: “Refugees are people fleeing conflict or persecution. They are defined and protected in international law, and 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/06/eighty-four-percent-of-refugees-live-in-developing-countries/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/06/eighty-four-percent-of-refugees-live-in-developing-countries/
https://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2014/6/53a155bc6/world-refugee-day-global-forced-displacement-tops-50-million-first-time.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2014/6/53a155bc6/world-refugee-day-global-forced-displacement-tops-50-million-first-time.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/for-refugees-its-destination-germany/2015/09/05/c5bac7aa-53f5-11e5-b225-90edbd49f362_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/for-refugees-its-destination-germany/2015/09/05/c5bac7aa-53f5-11e5-b225-90edbd49f362_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/for-refugees-its-destination-germany/2015/09/05/c5bac7aa-53f5-11e5-b225-90edbd49f362_story.html
https://news.sky.com/story/germany-no-limit-to-refugees-well-take-in-10347281
https://news.sky.com/story/germany-no-limit-to-refugees-well-take-in-10347281
http://fortune.com/2015/09/08/germany-migrant-crisis/
http://fortune.com/2015/09/08/germany-migrant-crisis/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/germany-opens-its-gates-berlin-says-all-syrian-asylum-seekers-are-welcome-to-remain-as-britain-is-10470062.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/germany-opens-its-gates-berlin-says-all-syrian-asylum-seekers-are-welcome-to-remain-as-britain-is-10470062.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/germany-opens-its-gates-berlin-says-all-syrian-asylum-seekers-are-welcome-to-remain-as-britain-is-10470062.html
https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/10/22/nothing-can-take-down-angela-merkel-except-800000-refugees-germany-cdu-pegida/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/10/22/nothing-can-take-down-angela-merkel-except-800000-refugees-germany-cdu-pegida/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/09/heres-why-all-european-migrants-want-go-germany/
https://www.ibtimes.com/whats-driving-refugee-migration-germany-2084566
https://www.ibtimes.com/whats-driving-refugee-migration-germany-2084566
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/refugee-policy-of-chancellor-merkel-divides-europe-a-1053603.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/refugee-policy-of-chancellor-merkel-divides-europe-a-1053603.html
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/countries-hosting-the-largest-number-of-refugees-in-the-world.html
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/countries-hosting-the-largest-number-of-refugees-in-the-world.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/the-refugee-crisis-will-actually-have-a-sizable-positive-economic-impact-on-european-countries-eu-a6722396.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/the-refugee-crisis-will-actually-have-a-sizable-positive-economic-impact-on-european-countries-eu-a6722396.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/r-in-ageing-germany-refugees-seen-as-tomorrows-skilled-workers-2015-9
https://www.businessinsider.com/r-in-ageing-germany-refugees-seen-as-tomorrows-skilled-workers-2015-9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvzZGplGbL8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvzZGplGbL8
http://bruegel.org/2015/09/germanys-handling-of-immigration-will-shape-the-future-of-europe/
http://bruegel.org/2015/09/germanys-handling-of-immigration-will-shape-the-future-of-europe/
https://www.cnn.com/2015/09/08/world/refugee-obligation/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2015/09/08/world/refugee-obligation/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvzZGplGbL8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvzZGplGbL8


FOCUS 1 1.5  Germany and Immigration—Why Germany?� FOCUS 1 – Geography and Demographics

48� GERMANY IN FOCUS  A Transatlantic Outreach Program Instructional text for secondary educators

must not be expelled or returned to situations where their life and freedom are at risk.” UNHCR, https://www.unhcr.org/
refugees.html 

•	 Asylum seeker: “An asylum-seeker is someone whose request for sanctuary has yet to be processed. Every year, around one 
million people seek asylum.” UNHCR, https://www.unhcr.org/asylum-seekers.html

•	 Internally Displaced People: “Internally displaced people (IDPs) have not crossed a border to find safety. Unlike refugees, 
they are on the run at home.” UNHCR https://www.unhcr.org/internally-displaced-people.html 

•	 Diaspora: “The movement, migration, or scattering of a people away from an established or ancestral homeland.” Merriam 
Webster https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/diaspora

•	 Brain Drain: “The departure of educated or professional people from one country, economic sector, or field for another 
usually for better pay or living conditions.” Merriam Webster https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/brain%20drain 

•	 Migrant: “A person who moves regularly in order to find work especially in harvesting crops.” Merriam Webster https://
www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/migrant 

•	 Immigrant: “A person who comes to a country to take up permanent residence.” Merriam Webster https://www.
merriam-webster.com/dictionary/immigrant

	➤ Resources 

•	 Refugee Worksheet (Handout 1.5.1)

•	 “Who is a Refugee?” YouTube, uploaded by UNHCR Teaching About Refugees, 23 October 2017, https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=GvzZGplGbL8.

SUPPORTING QUESTION #1

What are some of the reasons that refugees flee their homes/countries?

	➤ Formative Performance Task

For this jigsaw activity, divide the class into ‘home’ groups of 5 students each. Assign each person in the group one of the 
countries of origin that provides refugees to Germany as listed on Handout 1.5.1. They will return to this group after they have 
become an ‘expert’ on the assigned country reading. 

Ask students to get together with those assigned the same country article. (Note: Distribute only the assigned article from 
Handout 1.5.2 to each student.) After reading the assigned selection from Handout 1.5.2, either individually or as a group, ask 
students to record the reasons (push factors) why people flee the assigned country on Handout 1.5.1, “Refugees Worksheet”. 

Students join their home groups. Each student is responsible for teaching the information learned in their selection to their 
home group. Students should record the information in the appropriate column on Handout 1.5.1 and label each country on 
Handout 1.5.3. 

As a class, discuss why people flee their countries and create a composite list of the reasons. 

	➤ Resources

•	 Refugee Worksheet (Handout 1.5.1)

•	 Top Refugee Countries (Handout 1.5.2)

•	 Regional Map (Handout 1.5.3)

https://www.unhcr.org/refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/asylum-seekers.html
https://www.unhcr.org/internally-displaced-people.html
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/diaspora
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/brain%20drain
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/migrant
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/migrant
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/immigrant
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/immigrant
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvzZGplGbL8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvzZGplGbL8
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SUPPORTING QUESTION #2

What were the consequences of Germany “suspending” the Dublin Regulation in 2015?

	➤ Formative Performance Task

Ask students to meet in the same ‘home’ groups as those formed in task #1. Assign each group an article from the resource list. 
Each group should read, individually or together, the article and determine at least three of the following:

•	 What was the significance of the open arms policy (also known as the suspension of the Dublin Regulation)?

•	 What was the reaction of other European Union (EU) countries to the suspension (or open door policy)?

•	 How did the German people feel about the change in policy?

•	 How did the number of refugees coming to Germany change?

Each group should also include information from their assigned article that they feel responds to the supporting question and 
prepare to share their findings with the class.

Present each question and, as a class, discuss the answers as determined by each group. 

	➤ Resources

•	 Connolly, Kate. “Refugee crisis: Germany creaks under strain of open door policy.” The Guardian, 8 October 2015, 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/08/refugee-crisis-germany-creaks-under-strai

n-of-open-door-policy. 

•	 Faiola, Anthony. “For Refugees it’s destination Germany.” The Washington Post, 5 September 2015, https://www.

washingtonpost.com/world/europe/for-refugees-its-destination-germany/2015/09/05/

c5bac7aa-53f5-11e5-b225-90edbd49f362_story.html.  

•	 Hall, Allan and John Lichfield. “Germany opens its gates: Berlin says all Syrian asylum-seekers are welcome to 

remain, as Britain is urged to make a ‘similar statement.’” The Independent, 24 August 2015, https://www.

independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/germany-opens-its-gates-berlin-says-all-syrian-asylum-seekers-are-we

lcome-to-remain-as-britain-is-10470062.html. 

•	 Hockenos, Paul. “Nothing Can Take Down Angela Merkel—Except 800,000 Refugees.” Foreign Policy, 22 October 

2015, https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/10/22/nothing-can-take-down-angela-merke

l-except-800000-refugees-germany-cdu-pegida/.  

•	 “Merkel’s Refugee Policy Divides Europe.” Spiegel Online, 21 September 2015, http://www.spiegel.de/

international/germany/refugee-policy-of-chancellor-merkel-divides-europe-a-1053603.html.  

SUPPORTING QUESTION #3

What are some pull factors that make Germany a destination for refugees and asylum seekers?

	➤ Formative Performance Task

As a class brainstorm the reasons why Germany is a desirable destination for refugees and asylum seekers (pull factors). Then 
brainstorm why Germany would welcome refugees (employment shortages, decline in birth rates, etc...). 

Each student group should make a T-Chart with the following headers: “Why go to Germany” and “Benefits of Migration for 
Germany.” Assign each group one article from each of the two categories listed in the resources. Each group should read the 
assigned articles and determine the reasons why Germany is a refugee destination, and why this may be beneficial to Germany. 

As a class, discuss and list the reasons, and compare to the brainstorming list.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/08/refugee-crisis-germany-creaks-under-strain-of-open-door-policy
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/08/refugee-crisis-germany-creaks-under-strain-of-open-door-policy
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/for-refugees-its-destination-germany/2015/09/05/c5bac7aa-53f5-11e5-b225-90edbd49f362_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/for-refugees-its-destination-germany/2015/09/05/c5bac7aa-53f5-11e5-b225-90edbd49f362_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/for-refugees-its-destination-germany/2015/09/05/c5bac7aa-53f5-11e5-b225-90edbd49f362_story.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/germany-opens-its-gates-berlin-says-all-syrian-asylum-seekers-are-welcome-to-remain-as-britain-is-10470062.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/germany-opens-its-gates-berlin-says-all-syrian-asylum-seekers-are-welcome-to-remain-as-britain-is-10470062.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/germany-opens-its-gates-berlin-says-all-syrian-asylum-seekers-are-welcome-to-remain-as-britain-is-10470062.html
https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/10/22/nothing-can-take-down-angela-merkel-except-800000-refugees-germany-cdu-pegida/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/10/22/nothing-can-take-down-angela-merkel-except-800000-refugees-germany-cdu-pegida/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/refugee-policy-of-chancellor-merkel-divides-europe-a-1053603.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/refugee-policy-of-chancellor-merkel-divides-europe-a-1053603.html
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	➤ Resources

Why go to Germany:

•	 “Basic Law Article 16a (Germany): Entitlement to Asylum.” Federal Office for Migration and Refugees, BAMF, 1 
October 2016, http://www.bamf.de/EN/Fluechtlingsschutz/AblaufAsylv/Schutzformen/Asylberechtigung/
asylberechtigung-node.html.  

•	 “Germany: No Limit to Refugees We’ll Take In.” Sky News, 5 September 2015, https://news.sky.com/story/
germany-no-limit-to-refugees-well-take-in-10347281. 

•	 McHugh, Jess. “What’s driving Refugee Migration to Germany.” International Business Times, 5 September 2015, 
https://www.ibtimes.com/whats-driving-refugee-migration-germany-2084566.  

•	 McDonnell, Tim. “Here’s why so many of Europe’s migrants have their hearts set on Germany.” Mother Jones, 8 
September 2015, https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/09/heres-why-all-european-migrants-wan
t-go-germany/.  

•	 Yan, Holly. “Are countries obligated to take in refugees? In some cases, yes.” CNN, 29 December 2015, https://
www.cnn.com/2015/09/08/world/refugee-obligation/index.html.  

Benefits of migration for Germany:

•	 Clibbon, Jennifer. “Why Germany is taking in so many Refugees—the benefits and risks.” CBC, 14 September 
2015, https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/why-germany-is-taking-in-so-many-refugees-the-benefi
ts-and-risks-1.3226962.  

•	 Groden, Claire. “Here’s why Germany is welcoming migrants with open arms.” Fortune, 8 September 2015, 
http://fortune.com/2015/09/08/germany-migrant-crisis/.   

•	 Stone, John. “The refugee crisis will actually have a sizable positive economic impact on European countries.” 
The Independent, 5 November 2015, https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/the-refugee-crisis-
will-actually-have-a-sizable-positive-economic-impact-on-european-countries-eu-a6722396.html.   

•	 “There’s a very practical reason why Germany is taking in so many refugees.” Reuters, 10 September 2015, 
https://www.businessinsider.com/r-in-ageing-germany-refugees-seen-as-tomorrows-skilled-workers-2015-9.  

•	 Wolff, Guntram. “Germanys handling of immigration will shape the future of Europe.” Bruegel, 11 September 
2015, http://bruegel.org/2015/09/germanys-handling-of-immigration-will-shape-the-future-of-europe/.  

SUMMATIVE PERFORMANCE TASK

Why did a majority of refugees seek asylum in Germany in 2015?

Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses the compelling question using specific claims and 
relevant evidence from contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views. 

EXTENSION (OPTIONAL) TASK #1

Using Handout 1.5.4 and the links below students will investigate which countries host the most refugees. Were they surprised 
by their findings? Why or why not? What was the primary reason the top country had the most refugees?

https://www.bamf.de/EN/Themen/AsylFluechtlingsschutz/AblaufAsylverfahrens/Schutzformen/Asylberechtigung/asylberechtigung-node.html
https://www.bamf.de/EN/Themen/AsylFluechtlingsschutz/AblaufAsylverfahrens/Schutzformen/Asylberechtigung/asylberechtigung-node.html
https://news.sky.com/story/germany-no-limit-to-refugees-well-take-in-10347281
https://news.sky.com/story/germany-no-limit-to-refugees-well-take-in-10347281
https://www.ibtimes.com/whats-driving-refugee-migration-germany-2084566
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/09/heres-why-all-european-migrants-want-go-germany/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/09/heres-why-all-european-migrants-want-go-germany/
https://www.cnn.com/2015/09/08/world/refugee-obligation/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2015/09/08/world/refugee-obligation/index.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/why-germany-is-taking-in-so-many-refugees-the-benefits-and-risks-1.3226962
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/why-germany-is-taking-in-so-many-refugees-the-benefits-and-risks-1.3226962
http://fortune.com/2015/09/08/germany-migrant-crisis/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/the-refugee-crisis-will-actually-have-a-sizable-positive-economic-impact-on-european-countries-eu-a6722396.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/the-refugee-crisis-will-actually-have-a-sizable-positive-economic-impact-on-european-countries-eu-a6722396.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/r-in-ageing-germany-refugees-seen-as-tomorrows-skilled-workers-2015-9
http://bruegel.org/2015/09/germanys-handling-of-immigration-will-shape-the-future-of-europe/
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	➤ Resources

•	 Refugees by Hosting Countries, 2017 (Handout 1.5.4)

•	 Edmond, Charlotte. “84% of refugees live in developing countries.” World Economic Forum, 20 June 2017, 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/06/eighty-four-percent-of-refugees-live-in-developing-countries/.  

•	 Pariona, Amber. “Countries with the largest refugee population.” World Atlas, last updated 15 August 2018, 

https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/countries-hosting-the-largest-number-of-refugees-in-the-world.html.  

EXTENSION (OPTIONAL) TASK #2

Using the information students have collected during this inquiry, they will write a short paragraph about what a mass flight, 
or diaspora, might mean for the home country. If most of the educated or professional people leave their home country, what 
are the ramifications for the country and its future? (Brain drain)

TAKING INFORMED ACTION

UNDERSTAND For most people in both the United States and Canada, their ancestors emigrated from another 
country. 

ASSESS Find the person in your family who is most familiar with your family history.

ACT With that specific family member, trace back your family history as far as you can to see if and from where your 
family immigrated. 

This inquiry was adapted from the work of Dr. Barbara Crain, Associate Professor, Geography - Northern Virginia Community College 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/06/eighty-four-percent-of-refugees-live-in-developing-countries/
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/countries-hosting-the-largest-number-of-refugees-in-the-world.html



