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1.7	 GERMANY AND IMMIGRATION— 
THE RISKY ROUTES TO EUROPE

How do refugees determine the routes they take to Europe?
C3 Framework Indicator D2.Geo.6.9-12. Evaluate the impact of human settlement activities on the environmental 

and cultural characteristics of specific places and regions.

D2.Geo.6.9-12. Evaluate the consequences of human-made and natural catastrophes on 
global trade, politics, and human migration.

D4.1.9-12. Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence 
from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary weaknesses.

Staging the Compelling Question Students will learn about the seven major refugee paths to Europe. They will trace the 
paths taken by refugees to reach their destination in Erkrath, Germany by reading first-
hand interviews conducted in 2016 by Dr. Barbara Crain. 

Supporting Question 1 Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3

What are the main refugee routes to 
Europe from Africa and the Middle East?

What are the routes individual refugees 
take to travel to Germany?

How have the refugee routes into Europe 
from Africa and the Middle East changed 
since the height of the refugee crisis in 
2015?

Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task

Students will identify the countries 
through which refugees must pass when 
traveling on one of the main refugee 
routes, to reach their European host 
countries.

Students will determine which, if any, of 
the migrant main routes their assigned 
refugee followed.

Using the articles listed in the resources, 
each group should create a map (draw, 
use Google Maps, etc.) showing the new 
routes into Europe from Africa and the 
Middle East. 

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources

Source A: Major Refugee Paths to Europe 
(Handout 1.7.1)

Source B: Business Insider

Source A: Full Interviews with Refugees 
(Handout 1.7.2)

Source B: YouTube

Source C: Create

Source A: SETA

Source B: Pew Research

Source C: Al Jazeera

Source D: European Council in Foreign 
Relations

Summative Performance Task Argument: Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses 
the compelling question using specific claims and relevant evidence from historical or 
contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views. 

Extension 1: Student will determine the required documentation needed to travel to 
bordering countries.

Extension 2: As a class discuss the term “hard borders”.

Taking Informed Action Understand: Refugees take a huge risk when fleeing their countries.

Assess: Watch a segment of 60 Minutes “The Lost Boys”.

Act: Make a list of what seem to you like everyday realities, but that refugees may 
struggle with in their new life in their host countries.
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COMPELLING QUESTION

•	 How do refugees determine the routes they take to Europe?

INQUIRY OVERVIEW

This inquiry explores the main routes taken by refugees fleeing violence in their home countries to reach Europe, and ultimately 
Germany. Students will learn about the seven major refugee paths to Europe. They will trace the paths taken by refugees to 
reach their destination in Erkrath, Germany by reading first-hand interviews conducted in 2016 by Dr. Barbara Crain. 

TEACHER BACKGROUND

There are many migration routes throughout the world. The main routes that lead to Europe are: The (Western) Balkan Route, 
Eastern Mediterranean Route, Central Mediterranean Route, Western Mediterranean Route, Albania to Greece, Black Sea Route, 
and the Western Africa Route. This inquiry will take a closer look at refugees that took the Balkan and Eastern Mediterranean 
Routes. 

Prior to the 2015 refugee crisis, the most traveled route was 
the Central Mediterranean Route leading refugees from North 
Africa to Italy. In 2014, as the war in Syria raged on, the world 
saw a shift, with more and more refugees taking the Eastern 
Mediterranean Route to reach Greece, and then following the 
Balkan Route on to Northern Europe. 

Until 2018, the busiest route for refugees seeking asylum in 
Northern Europe was the Eastern Mediterranean Route lead-
ing first to Greece and then on to the Balkan Route. However, 
in 2016 a deal was struck between Turkey and the European 
Union (EU) that aimed to limit the number of refugees seeking 
asylum in Europe. As host of the highest number of refugees, 
Turkey agreed that for every Syrian refugee they took back from Greece, the EU would, in return, find a home in Europe for one 
Syrian asylum-seeker currently in Turkey. The EU also promised Turkey a significant amount of financial aid to deal with the high 
number of refugees. These measures effectively limited the number of refugees seeking asylum in Europe. 

The EU-Turkey agreement has caused significant changes of migrant routes in recent years. In addition, the danger of crossing 
the Mediterranean, especially on the Central Mediterranean Route, has gradually become more well-known, and more visible 
border patrol (e.g. Frontex) in the Mediterranean has increased. However, one must remember that “for each route the EU has 
blocked, migrant smugglers have found alternatives. Most of them have been even riskier.”1 New migrant routes are continually 
forming and there has been a significant influx of refugees using these, such as the Western Mediterranean - from Morocco to 
Spain.2 

1	 Faigle, Philip, et. al. “The new deadly paths to Europe.” Die Zeit Online, 26 April 2016, https://www.zeit.de/politik/ausland/2016-04/refu-
gees-routes-europe-mediterranean-sea. 

2	 Goldberg, Mark Leon. “Migrant Routes to Europe.” UN Dispatch, 7 January 2019, https://www.undispatch.com/migrant-route-to-eu-
rope/. 

https://www.zeit.de/politik/ausland/2016-04/refugees-routes-europe-mediterranean-sea
https://www.zeit.de/politik/ausland/2016-04/refugees-routes-europe-mediterranean-sea
https://www.undispatch.com/migrant-route-to-europe/
https://www.undispatch.com/migrant-route-to-europe/
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The table below shows the number of people seeking asylum and travelling to Europe through the Mediterranean Sea, as well 
as fatalities that occurred in transit. 

 Arrivals via Mediterranean Dead and Missing at Sea

2014 225,455 3,538

2015 1,032,408 3,771

2016 373,652 5,096

2017 185,139 3,139

2018 141,475 2,272

© UNHCR Operational Portal—Refugee Situations: https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean

TIME: 2–3 45 minute periods

CONCEPTS LIST

•	 Refugees

•	 (Western) Balkan Route

•	 Eastern Mediterranean Route

•	 Central Mediterranean Route

•	 Western Mediterranean Route

•	 Albania to Greece Route

•	 Black Sea Route

•	 Western Africa Route

•	 European Union

•	 Frontex

•	 Schengen

•	 Hard borders

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES

•	 Major Refugee Paths to Europe (Handout 1.7.1)

•	 Full Interviews with Refugees (Handout 1.7.2)

•	 Documentation Worksheet (Handout 1.7.3)

•	 Documentation Worksheet Answer Key (Handout 1.7.4)

•	 Backer, Meghan. “The Changing Refugee Routes into Europe.” SETA, 23 August 2018, https://
setadc.org/changing-refugee-routes-into-europe/. 

•	 Connor, Phillip. “The most common Mediterranean migration paths into Europe 
have changed since 2009.” Pew Research, 18 September 2018, http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/09/18/
the-most-common-mediterranean-migration-paths-into-europe-have-changed-since-2009/. 

•	 Smoke, Ben. “Hard borders are directly to blame for the deaths of 170 migrants at sea—and European leaders 
know it.” The Independent, https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/migrant-deaths-mediterranean-sea-europe-har
d-borders-refugees-asylum-sajid-javid-a8738386.html. 

•	 “How to add markers and pins in Google maps.” YouTube, uploaded by Sagar S, 9 January 2017, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=zlsBDPKeKAs. 

•	 “How to Pin Point Multiple Locations on Google Maps.” Create, https://www.create.net/support/
how-to-pin-point-multiple-locations-on-google-maps. 

•	 Nudelman, Mike and Barbara Tasch. “This map shows the routes of Europe’s refugee nightmare—and how it’s getting 
worse.” Business Insider, 15 September 2015, https://www.businessinsider.com/map-of-europe-refugee-crisis-2015-9.

•	 Project Visa, https://www.projectvisa.com/.

•	 Strickland, Patrick. “Europe: Moves to further limit refugee flow prompt concern.” Al Jazeera, 6 July 2018, https://www.
aljazeera.com/news/2018/07/europe-moves-limit-refugee-flow-prompt-concern-180706091917846.html. 

•	 “The Lost Boys: 60 Minutes.” YouTube, uploaded by CBSNews, 31 March 2013, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6-R5YNZxj2E. 

•	 Torelli, Stefano M. “The Mediterranean and Migration: Postcards from a ‘Crisis’.” European Council on Foreign Relations, https://
www.ecfr.eu/specials/mapping_migration. 

All handouts 
can be found at 
www.goethe.de/
germanyinfocus

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean
https://setadc.org/changing-refugee-routes-into-europe/
https://setadc.org/changing-refugee-routes-into-europe/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/09/18/the-most-common-mediterranean-migration-paths-into-europe-have-changed-since-2009/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/09/18/the-most-common-mediterranean-migration-paths-into-europe-have-changed-since-2009/
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/migrant-deaths-mediterranean-sea-europe-hard-borders-refugees-asylum-sajid-javid-a8738386.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/migrant-deaths-mediterranean-sea-europe-hard-borders-refugees-asylum-sajid-javid-a8738386.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zlsBDPKeKAs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zlsBDPKeKAs
https://www.create.net/support/how-to-pin-point-multiple-locations-on-google-maps
https://www.create.net/support/how-to-pin-point-multiple-locations-on-google-maps
https://www.businessinsider.com/map-of-europe-refugee-crisis-2015-9
https://www.projectvisa.com/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/07/europe-moves-limit-refugee-flow-prompt-concern-180706091917846.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/07/europe-moves-limit-refugee-flow-prompt-concern-180706091917846.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-R5YNZxj2E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-R5YNZxj2E
https://www.ecfr.eu/specials/mapping_migration
https://www.ecfr.eu/specials/mapping_migration
http://www.goethe.de/germanyinfocus
http://www.goethe.de/germanyinfocus


FOCUS 1

GERMANY IN FOCUS  A Transatlantic Outreach Program Instructional text for secondary educators� 63

FOCUS 1 – Geography and Demographics� 1.7  Germany and Immigration—The Risky Routes to Europe 

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

Project a world map and ask students to locate Germany, Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, and Eritrea. Ask students what routes they 
think refugees would take to get from their home country to Germany. 

Project the map found in the Business Insider article found at https://www.businessinsider.com/map-of-europe-refugee-
crisis-2015-9. Examine the routes taken from each country. Discuss any potential challenges.

	➤ Resource

•	 Nudelman, Mike and Barbara Tasch. “This map shows the routes of Europe’s refugee nightmare—
and how it’s getting worse.” Business Insider, 15 September 2015, https://www.businessinsider.com/
map-of-europe-refugee-crisis-2015-9. 

SUPPORTING QUESTION #1

What are the main refugee routes to Europe from Africa and the Middle East? 

	➤ Formative Performance Task

Using the map provided in the Business Insider article, student partners will identify the main routes and countries refugees will 
cross when traveling to their European host country and record their answers on Handout 1.7.1. Students should note which 
countries are inside the European Union (place a * next to EU countries).  Google Maps can be used to identify those countries 
that may not show up on the Business Insider map.

Discuss the Business Insider map and determine the main routes:

•	 Western Mediterranean: leading from Morocco and Algeria to Spain

•	 Central Mediterranean: leading from Libya and Tunisia to Italy

•	 Eastern Mediterranean: leading from the Middle East to Greece

•	 Balkan Route: leading from Greece, through The Republic of Macedonia (Northern Macedonia), through Serbia, to Hungary 
and beyond. 

	➤ Resources

•	 Major Refugee Paths to Europe (Handout 1.7.1)

•	 Nudelman, Mike and Barbara Tasch. “This map shows the routes of Europe’s refugee nightmare—
and how it’s getting worse.” Business Insider, 15 September 2015, https://www.businessinsider.com/
map-of-europe-refugee-crisis-2015-9. 

SUPPORTING QUESTION #2

What are the routes individual refugees take to travel to Germany?

	➤ Formative Performance Task

Assign student partners a refugee from the Erkrath interviews from Handout 1.7.2. (Suggestion: Provide link to handout for 
student access.) Using Google Maps, students should create a map of their assigned refugee’s travel route from his/her home 
country to Germany, and a timeline to show how long the journey took, as well as how the person traveled (by foot, car, bus 
etc.). They will determine which, if any, of the main migrant routes their assigned refugee followed (Balkan Route, Eastern Med-
iterranean Route, and Central Mediterranean Route, Western Mediterranean Route, etc.). 
Ask student pairs to project their completed map and share their refugee’s route and specifics of the journey. 

https://www.businessinsider.com/map-of-europe-refugee-crisis-2015-9
https://www.businessinsider.com/map-of-europe-refugee-crisis-2015-9
https://www.businessinsider.com/map-of-europe-refugee-crisis-2015-9
https://www.businessinsider.com/map-of-europe-refugee-crisis-2015-9
https://www.businessinsider.com/map-of-europe-refugee-crisis-2015-9
https://www.businessinsider.com/map-of-europe-refugee-crisis-2015-9
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As a class, discuss what was the same, and what was different about each refugee’s route and journey. Discuss which main 
migrant routes individuals took. 
*Note: Handout 1.7.2 contains compiled interviews of 18 refugees by a researcher who conducted a survey in Germany in 2016 to 
document refugees’ routes and experiences. Confidential information, such as contact information, has been omitted. 

	➤ Resources

•	 Full Interviews with Refugees (Handout 1.7.2)

•	 “How to add markers and pins in Google maps.” YouTube, uploaded by Sagar S, 9 January 2017, https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=zlsBDPKeKAs. 

•	 “How to Pin Point Multiple Locations on Google Maps.” Create, https://www.create.net/support/
how-to-pin-point-multiple-locations-on-google-maps. 

SUPPORTING QUESTION #3

How have the refugee routes into Europe from Africa and the Middle East changed since the height of 
the refugee crisis in 2015?

	➤ Formative Performance Task

Divide the class into five small groups. Using the articles listed in resources each group should create a map (draw, use Google 
Maps, etc.) showing the new routes into Europe from Africa and the Middle East. Each group should note how the route has 
changed and why.

Display or project the maps. As a class discuss the route changes and why the changes took place. 

	➤ Resources

•	 Backer, Meghan. “The Changing Refugee Routes into Europe.” SETA, 23 August 2018, https://setadc.org/
changing-refugee-routes-into-europe/. 

•	 Connor, Phillip. “The most common Mediterranean migration paths into Europe have changed since 2009.” Pew 
Research, 18 September 2018, http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/09/18/
the-most-common-mediterranean-migration-paths-into-europe-have-changed-since-2009/. 

•	 Strickland, Patrick. “Europe: Moves to further limit refugee flow prompt concern.” Al Jazeera, 6 July 2018, https://
www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/07/europe-moves-limit-refugee-flow-prompt-concern-180706091917846.
html. 

•	 Torelli, Stefano M. “The Mediterranean and Migration: Postcards from a ‘Crisis’.” European Council on Foreign 
Relations, https://www.ecfr.eu/specials/mapping_migration. 

SUMMATIVE PERFORMANCE TASK

How do refugees determine the routes they take to Europe?

Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses the compelling question using specific claims and 
relevant evidence from contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views. 

EXTENSION (OPTIONAL) TASK #1

The decision to flee is also a financial one. Divide the class into 5 groups. Assign each group one of the following countries: 
Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, or Eritrea. Direct groups to locate the assigned country on Google Maps and record its bordering 
countries on Handout 1.7.3. For each bordering country the group should determine the required documentation to travel to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zlsBDPKeKAs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zlsBDPKeKAs
https://www.create.net/support/how-to-pin-point-multiple-locations-on-google-maps
https://www.create.net/support/how-to-pin-point-multiple-locations-on-google-maps
https://setadc.org/changing-refugee-routes-into-europe/
https://setadc.org/changing-refugee-routes-into-europe/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/09/18/the-most-common-mediterranean-migration-paths-into-europe-have-changed-since-2009/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/09/18/the-most-common-mediterranean-migration-paths-into-europe-have-changed-since-2009/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/07/europe-moves-limit-refugee-flow-prompt-concern-180706091917846.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/07/europe-moves-limit-refugee-flow-prompt-concern-180706091917846.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/07/europe-moves-limit-refugee-flow-prompt-concern-180706091917846.html
https://www.ecfr.eu/specials/mapping_migration
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that country. They can use the Project Visa website to help with their research: https://www.projectvisa.com/. They should also 
note any expenses for passports or visas on the handout. (Answer key for teachers on Handout 1.7.4). 

	➤ Resources

•	 Documentation Worksheet (Handout 1.7.3)

•	 Documentation Worksheet Answer Key (Handout 1.7.4)

•	 Project Visa, https://www.projectvisa.com/ 

EXTENSION (OPTIONAL) TASK #2

As a class discuss the term “hard borders”. Then project or read this quote to the class: 

“In 2015, one in every 270 people attempting to reach the EU died crossing the Mediterranean, with 3,770 people perishing…
There can be no mistake made, the blame for the spiraling death rates in the Mediterranean lies at the doors of leaders across 
Europe. The deaths are the logical conclusion of collective foreign policies that saw a rescue boat with 32 people on board, 
some in desperate need of medical attention, refused entry to ports for over two weeks in the middle of winter”.3

Discuss how hard borders have huge consequences for refugees, and determine how lawmakers should go about governing 
the issues of borders during a refugee crisis. 

TAKING INFORMED ACTION

UNDERSTAND Refugees take a huge risk when fleeing their countries. It is difficult enough to leave your home be-
hind, but then to make the dangerous journey to a new home can be just as daunting. 

ASSESS Watch the 60 Minutes segment “The Lost Boys” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-R5YNZxj2E 
(12:33). 

ACT Make a list of what seem to you like everyday realities, but that refugees may struggle with in their new 
life in their host countries. Things like vacuum cleaners, escalators, potato chips, or fountains may be new to many 
refugees. From your list, decide if there are things you could help refugees with to make the integration process easier. 
See if there are any refugees in your school who may need help, or research any volunteer opportunities at refugee 
organizations in your area. 

This inquiry was adapted from the work of Dr. Barbara Crain, Associate Professor, Geography - Northern Virginia Community College

3	 Smoke, Ben. “Hard borders are directly to blame for the deaths of 170 migrants at sea—and European leaders know it.” The Independent, https://www.
independent.co.uk/voices/migrant-deaths-mediterranean-sea-europe-hard-borders-refugees-asylum-sajid-javid-a8738386.html. 

https://www.projectvisa.com/
https://www.projectvisa.com/
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/news/latest/2015/12/5683d0b56/million-sea-arrivals-reach-europe-2015.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-R5YNZxj2E
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/migrant-deaths-mediterranean-sea-europe-hard-borders-refugees-asylum-sajid-javid-a8738386.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/migrant-deaths-mediterranean-sea-europe-hard-borders-refugees-asylum-sajid-javid-a8738386.html



