Social Studies Inquiry Lessons

Inquiry 1

Why is it necessary to promote sustainability, and how can we do that?

C3 Framework Indicator

Dimension 3: Students will need to analyze information and come to
conclusions in an inquiry. These skills focus on gathering and evaluating sources,
and then developing claims and using evidence to support those claims.

Staging the Compelling Question

Supporting Question 1

What are the United Nations'
Sustainable Development Goals?

Formative Performance Task

Students will complete Handout 1
(SDGs).

Featured Sources

Source A: Handout 1 (SDGs)
Source B: "United Nations”

Source C: “Sustainability Lab”

Students will research how Germany promotes sustainability and reduces waste
to commit to their social responsibility and fight climate change.

Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3

What can we do as individuals to
help our school or our neighborhood
to achieve the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals?

What are the ways that Germany
is working toward achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals?

Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task
Watch the video “Food Rescue
Warriors” as a class. Discuss the
purpose of making this video, and
in what ways children can help their
community.

Students will complete Handout 2
(Problem and Solution Organizer).

Featured Sources Featured Sources

Source A: “YouTube: Food Rescue
Warriors”

Source A: Handout 2 (Organizer)

Source B: “Sustainable Development
in Germany”

Summative Performance Task

Argument: Write an argumentative essay that responds to the Compelling
Question.

Extension: Students can create a video to encourage members in their
community or participate in Project Soapbox.

Taking Informed Action

Understand: Students will understand the UN SDGs.
Assess: Students will evaluate how an individual goal will help their community.

Act: Students will take action to raise awareness and promote sustainability in
their community.
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Inquiry 1 Social Studies Inquiry Lessons

COMPELLING QUESTION:

Why is it necessary to promote sustainability, and how can we do that?

Target Grade Level: 4th Grade Target Course(s): 4th Grade Social Studies

INQUIRY OVERVIEW:

Students will research how Germany promotes sustainability and reduces waste to commit to their social responsibility and fight
climate change. Then, students will compose an argumentative essay explaining how making those changes is essential and we
can do it based on the evidence from their research.

TEACHER BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Human beings and our environment coexist. With many environmental issues, all nations should have common goals to end
poverty, protect our planet, improve lives, and ensure everyone’s happiness.

All United Nations Member States adopted the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in September 2015 as part of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, which sets out a 15-year plan to achieve the SDGs and their related targets. The German
Sustainable Development Strategy has been oriented towards these 17 global goals since 2016. In a current report, Germany is
ranked 4th among all countries in achieving the SDGs. The United States is currently ranked 39th. To make changes and reach
the goals, it is necessary to raise awareness among the public.

To learn more about the SDGs please see:

United Nations. “The 17 Sustainable Development Goals.” United Nations, 2024, sdgs.un.org/goals. Accessed 6 May 2024.

SUGGESTED TIME FRAME:

4 -6 classes

CONCEPT LIST:

United Nations (UN)
Sustainability
UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
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Social Studies Inquiry Lessons Inquiry 1

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES:

Stop and Jot Organizer (attached at end of lesson)

Handout 1: Sustainable Development Goals (attached at end of lesson)

Handout 2: Problem and Solution Organizer (attached at end of lesson)

Persuasive Argument Essay Planner (attached at end of lesson)

Food Rescue. “Food Rescue Warriors.” YouTube, 2018, https://wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=GY4BwIMhgss.

Ms Winny Tang. “Persuasive Writing for Kids 3 | Arguments.” YouTube, 25 Apr. 2020, www.youtube.com/
watch?v=nh50EotTAgA.

« "School Lunch from Leftovers — DW — 09/26/2019." www.dw.com, www.dw.com/en/cooking-with-leftovers-in-berlin/
video-50566047. Accessed 23 Oct. 2023.

- "Sustainability.” Britannica Kids, kids.britannica.com/kids/article/sustainability/631786. Accessed 23 Oct. 2023.

« "Sustainable Development in Germany.” Deutschland.de, 5 July 2021, www.deutschland.de/en/sustainable-development.

- “Sustainability Lab | Goethe-Institut.” www.sustainability-Lab.de, www.sustainability-lab.de/#/. Accessed 23 Oct. 2023.
United Nations. “The 17 Sustainable Development Goals.” United Nations, 2024, sdgs.un.org/goals. Accessed 6 May 2024.

- "United Nations.” Britannica Kids, kids.britannica.com/students/article/United-Nations/277510#:~:text=The%20United%20
Nations%20(UN)%20is. Accessed 23 Oct. 2023.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY/HOOK/DISCUSSION:

Display some photos of your school’s cafeteria (such as compost bins) during lunchtime and some photos depicting poverty in
your state (or images from larger cities like New York City).

Gives student pairs or groups time to fill out the Stop and Jot Organizer (attached at the end of the lesson). Discuss the photos
with students and make notes on a class chart.

Ask students:

-+ "What do you notice?”
+ "What problem might it cause?”
+ "Why do you think this happened?”

SUPPORTING QUESTION #1:
What are the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals?

» Formative Performance Task #1:
Introduce the term “United Nations” to students and display the 17 United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Assign each student or student pairs, one of the SDGs to research. They should complete Handout 1: Sustainable
Development Goals (attached at end of lesson), that answers two questions about their SDG: “What is this goal about (idea)?”

and “How can we take actions in our daily lives (action)?”

Allow each group to share what they have learned and have them answer any questions from the class.

>» Featured Sources #1 (MLA citations):
Handout 1: Sustainable Development Goals (attached at end of lesson)
- “Sustainability Lab | Goethe-Institut.” www.sustainability-Lab.de, www.sustainability-lab.de/#/. Accessed 23 Oct. 2023.
United Nations. “The 17 Sustainable Development Goals.” United Nations, 2024, sdgs.un.org/goals. Accessed 6 May 2024.

- "United Nations.” Britannica Kids, kids.britannica.com/students/article/United-Nations/277510#:~:text=The%20United%20
Nations%20(UN)%20is. Accessed 23 Oct. 2023.
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Inquiry 1 Social Studies Inquiry Lessons

SUPPORTING QUESTION #2:
What are the ways that Germany is working toward achieving the Sustainable Development Goals?

» Formative Performance Task #2:

Each group will continue with the goal they did research on in Task #1. Students will have a chance to research the ways that
Germany is working toward achieving their SDG. Based on the solutions that Germany has been working on, students will
brainstorm the problem this solution could solve.

Students will complete Handout 2: Problem and Solution Organizer (attached at end of the lesson). Allow them to share
with the class and display their organizers in a bigger anchor chart so that other students can use them as references for the
next task.
» Featured Sources #2 (MLA citations):

Handout 2: Problem and Solution Organizer (attached at end of lesson)

- “Sustainable Development in Germany." Deutschland.de, 5 July 2021, www.deutschland.de/en/sustainable-development.

SUPPORTING QUESTION #3:

What can we do as individuals to help our school or our neighborhood to achieve the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals?

» Formative Performance Task #3:
Participation and working together is critical for a healthy community. As a member of our community, it is also our job to
remind other community members to raise awareness and work together.

Watch the video "Food Rescue Warriors” as a class. Discuss the purpose of making this video, and in what ways students can
help their community.

After the discussion, students will work in their previous groups or individually to create a poster. Posters can be displayed in the
school hallway, community center, or designated areas in the community to raise awareness for sustainability.

» Featured Sources #3 (MLA citations):
Food Rescue. “Food Rescue Warriors.” YouTube, 2018, https://wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=GY4BwIMhgss.
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Social Studies Inquiry Lessons Inquiry 1

SUMMATIVE PERFORMANCE TASK — ARGUMENT OPTION (ESSAY OR PRESENTATION):

Write an argumentative essay that responds to the Compelling Question: Why is it necessary to promote sustainability, and
how can we do that?

You can use the Persuasive Argument Essay Planner (attached at end of the lesson) to make an outline for your essay.
Remember to state your claim and use details to support your claims with examples of successful experiences.

Ms Winny Tang. “Persuasive Writing for Kids 3 | Arguments.” YouTube, 25 Apr. 2020, www.youtube.com/
watch?v=nh50EotTAgA.

Extension Option (Choice of Creative Format instead of Argument):

Students can also create a video to encourage members in their community or participate in Project Soapbox.

Taking Informed Action:

Understand: Students will understand the 17 United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals.
Assess: Students will evaluate how an individual goal will help their community.

Act: Students will take action to raise awareness and promote sustainability in their community.

MODIFICATIONS FOR DIFFERENTIATION:

According to the needs of the students, (e.g. English Language Learners), teachers can create word banks or sentence frames to
enhance activities.

If students have difficulties coming up with ideas, teachers can display some persuasive posters for them to get some idea of
what a persuasive poster can look like.

Cecilia Chang (TOP 2, 2023)
teaches 4th Grade at PS 94 The
Henry Longfellow School in
Brooklyn, NY.
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