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Social Studies Inquiry LessonsInquiry 4

What are the contributing factors in a society that encourages the support of 
renewable energy, recycling, and environmental protections?

C3 Framework Indicator D2.Civ.7.9-12., D2.Geo.11.9-12., D2.Eco.1.9-12.

Staging the Compelling Question The focus of this inquiry revolves around the contributing factors that lead to 
citizen support of environmental preservation, how to address climate change, 
renewable energy policies, and the cultural norms that encourage recycling.

Supporting Question 1 Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3

In what ways do Germans 
prioritize recycling, preserving the 
environment and slowing down 
climate change? 

What public policies exist--either 
local, state or federal--that promote 
recycling, environmental protection 
and slowing the effects of climate 
change? 

In what ways can we promote 
environmental protection and 
prioritize slowing the effects of 
climate change in our personal life?

Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task

Student groups will create a 
presentation. The first portion 
of this presentation will focus on 
Germany and their public policy 
and culture regarding recycling and 
environmental protection.

The second portion of this 
presentation will focus on policies 
and grants in the US. Following the 
rubric, students will highlight at least 
three public policies. 

The final portion of their presentation 
will be examples of how students can 
promote environmental protection in 
their personal life. 

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources

Source A: Rubric

Source B: Pew Research Center 

Source C: “10 Things Germany is 
Doing for the Environment”

Source D: Clean Energy Wire

Source E: The Guardian

Source F: Earth.org

Source A: EPA Ohio

Source B: EPA.gov

Source C: EPA Ohio

Source A: “Recyclers Guide”

Source B: White House

Source C: “How You Can Stop Global 
Warming”

Source D: United Nations

Summative Performance Task Argument: What are the contributing factors that encourage citizen support of 
environmental protection, recycling, slowing climate change, and supporting 
renewable energy?

Extension: Write an essay or create a one pager.

Taking Informed Action Understand: Students can research the recycling options in the school, as well 
as the compost collection options at lunch. 

Assess: Students can create a practical way to collect, sort and send away our 
recycling as well as food for compost

Act: Students can present this idea to the administration.

COMPELLING QUESTION: 
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What are the contributing factors in a society that encourages the support of renewable energy, recycling, and 
environmental protections?

Target Grade Level: 11th & 12th Grade� Target Course(s): Government and Economics

INQUIRY OVERVIEW: 

The focus of this inquiry revolves around the contributing factors that lead to citizen support of environmental preservation, 
how to address climate change, renewable energy policies, and the cultural norms that encourage recycling. Students will 
read several articles and studies that explain German policies regarding these topics. Some of these articles also explain the 
United States‘ policies through legislation and through public polls. The inquiry will lead students to understand the difference 
between German and US policies and what factors contribute to this difference. 

Students will then evaluate their own lifestyles and decide their thoughts on certain environmental policies through conducting 
a poll amongst their peers. 

TEACHER BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

This inquiry requires some basic knowledge on German policies regarding renewable energy, their cultural norms on recycling, 
and their legislation to reduce the effects of climate change. Background knowledge can be gained by reading the articles in the 
Instructional Resources section. 

Germany rates among the top countries in the world in regard to their efforts to reduce emissions that affect climate change. 
Most of their policies are more progressive and bolder compared to the policies in the United States (US). This makes it a 
potential legislative blueprint for the US to follow if the US were to culturally accept these ideas. 

The website below outlines facts on Germany’s 2022 renewable and efficiency reforms and is a great resource to gain more 
background understanding:

Appunn, K., Wettengel, J. “Germany’s 2022 Renewables and Efficiency Reforms.” Clean Energy Wire, 21 June 2022, www.
cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/germanys-2022-renewables-and-energy-reforms#:~:text=Germany%20aims%20to%20
become%20greenhouse

SUGGESTED TIME FRAME: 

Four class periods lasting about 40 minutes each.

CONCEPT LIST: 

•	 Nuclear energy

•	 Greenhouse emissions

•	 Alternative energy

•	 Renewable energy

•	 Biofuels

•	 Carbon footprint

•	 Greenhouse Effect



XX

Fall Magazine  |  2024  |  33

Social Studies Inquiry LessonsInquiry 4

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES: 

•	 PowerPoint Presentation 

•	 Rubric (attached at end of lesson)

•	 Students need a computer, internet access, and access to the following articles: 

•	 “10 Things Germany Is Doing for the Environment.” Deutschland.de, 23 May 2018, www.deutschland.de/en/topic/
environment/10-things-germany-is-doing-for-the-environment. 

•	 Bell, James, et al. “Climate Change Concerns Make Many around the World Willing to Alter How They Live and Work.” Pew 
Research Center’s Global Attitudes Project, Pew Research Center, 14 Sept. 2021, www.pewresearch.org/global/2021/09/14/in-
response-to-climate-change-citizens-in-advanced-economies-are-willing-to-alter-how-they-live-and-work/. 

•	 “Cleanup, Revitalization and Recycling Investments.” United States Environmental Protection Agency, The United States 
Government, 14 Apr. 2023, www.epa.gov/infrastructure/cleanup-revitalization-and-recycling-investments. Accessed 19 Aug. 
2023. 

•	 ‌Denchak, Melissa. “How You Can Stop Global Warming.” NRDC, NRDC, 20 Apr. 2022, www.nrdc.org/stories/how-you-can-
stop-global-warming. 

•	 “FACT SHEET: U.S.-Germany Climate and Energy Partnership.” The White House, 15 July 2021, www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/statements-releases/2021/07/15/fact-sheet-u-s-germany-climate-and-energy-partnership/.

•	 “Germany’s 2022 Renewables and Efficiency Reforms.” Clean Energy Wire, 21 June 2022, www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/
germanys-2022-renewables-and-energy-reforms#:~:text=Germany%20aims%20to%20become%20greenhouse.

•	 “German Cities Impose Cold Showers and Turn off Lights amid Russian Gas Crisis.” The Guardian, 28 July 2022, www.
theguardian.com/world/2022/jul/28/german-cities-impose-cold-showers-and-turn-off-fountains-in-face-of-russian-gas-
crisis. 

•	 Igini, Martina. “How Waste Management in Germany Is Changing the Game.” Earth.org, 18 Apr. 2022, earth.org/waste-
management-germany/#:~:text=Germany%20surpassed%20the%20latter%20a. Accessed 19 Sept. 2023.

•	 “Ohio EPA Grants.” Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, Innovative Ohio Platform, 02 Sept. 2023, www.epa.ohio.gov/divisions-
and-offices/environmental-financial-assistance/recycling/grants/recycling-grants. Accessed 2 Aug. 2023.

•	 “Ohio EPA Grants $1.4 Million for Recycling and Litter Prevention in Northwest Ohio.” Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, 
Innovative Ohio Platform, 02 Sept. 2023, https://epa.ohio.gov/about/media-center/news/ohio-epa-grants-1.4-million-for-
recycling-and-litter-prevention-in-northwest-ohio. Accessed 1 Aug. 2023. 

•	 “Recyclers Guide.” Www.van wert county ohio.gov, www.vanwertcountyohio.gov/services/recycle/guide.php. Accessed 01 Sept. 
2023.

•	 United Nations. “Actions for a Healthy Planet.” United Nations, United Nations, 2020, www.un.org/en/actnow/ten-actions.

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY/HOOK/DISCUSSION: 

Start the lesson with a teacher-created poll that asks students their opinions on climate change, protecting the environment, 
and their recycling habits. Share the anonymous results with the whole class. The class discusses their thoughts and opinions on 
this - was it what they expected? Why or why not? 

Using the PowerPoint Presentation, show students the statistics for Americans and Germans on similar topics to what they 
were just polled on (add your students’ results in the space provided in the presentation for them to make a comparison). The 
results will more than likely be very different considering Germany is known for being “greener” than the US. 

Ask students: 

•	 Why may Germany prioritize some of these factors in comparison to the US? 
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SUPPORTING QUESTION #1: 

In what ways do Germans prioritize recycling, preserving the environment, and slowing down climate 
change? 

 ➤ Formative Performance Task #1:

Working in small groups, students will create a presentation on Google Slides (or a similar platform). The first portion of this 
presentation will focus on Germany and their public policy and culture regarding recycling and environmental protection. 
Students will gain the knowledge on Germany by reading the articles in the sources below. Students will use the Rubric 
(attached at the end of lesson) for Performance Tasks 1-3. Please see the Rubric for more details. 

 ➤ Featured Sources #1 (MLA citations):

•	 Rubric (attached at end of lesson)

•	 “10 Things Germany Is Doing for the Environment.” Deutschland.de, 23 May 2018, www.deutschland.de/en/topic/
environment/10-things-germany-is-doing-for-the-environment. 

•	 Bell, James, et al. “Climate Change Concerns Make Many around the World Willing to Alter How They Live and Work.” Pew 
Research Center’s Global Attitudes Project, Pew Research Center, 14 Sept. 2021, www.pewresearch.org/global/2021/09/14/in-
response-to-climate-change-citizens-in-advanced-economies-are-willing-to-alter-how-they-live-and-work/. 

•	 ‌“Germany’s 2022 Renewables and Efficiency Reforms.” Clean Energy Wire, 21 June 2022, www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/
germanys-2022-renewables-and-energy-reforms#:~:text=Germany%20aims%20to%20become%20greenhouse.

•	 “German Cities Impose Cold Showers and Turn off Lights amid Russian Gas Crisis.” The Guardian, 28 July 2022, www.
theguardian.com/world/2022/jul/28/german-cities-impose-cold-showers-and-turn-off-fountains-in-face-of-russian-gas-
crisis. 

•	 ‌Igini, Martina. “How Waste Management in Germany Is Changing the Game.” Earth.org, 18 Apr. 2022, earth.org/waste-
management-germany/#:~:text=Germany%20surpassed%20the%20latter%20a. Accessed 19 Sept. 2023.

SUPPORTING QUESTION #2: 

What public policies exist on either local, state, or federal level that promote recycling, environmental 
protection, and slowing the effects of climate change? 

 ➤ Formative Performance Task #2:

In their groups, students will continue working on their presentation. The second portion of this presentation will focus on 
policies and grants in the US. Following the Rubric, students will highlight at least three public policies. These can be at the local 
level, state level, or federal level (adjust featured sources below for your state).

 ➤ Featured Sources #2 (MLA citations):

•	 “Cleanup, Revitalization and Recycling Investments.” United States Environmental Protection Agency, The United States 
Government, 14 Apr. 2023, www.epa.gov/infrastructure/cleanup-revitalization-and-recycling-investments. Accessed 19 Aug. 
2023. 

•	 “Ohio EPA Grants.” Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, Innovative Ohio Platform, 02 Sept. 2023, www.epa.ohio.gov/divisions-
and-offices/environmental-financial-assistance/recycling/grants/recycling-grants. Accessed 2 Aug. 2023.

•	 ‌“Ohio EPA Grants $1.4 Million for Recycling and Litter Prevention in Northwest Ohio.” Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, 
Innovative Ohio Platform, 02 Sept. 2023, https://epa.ohio.gov/about/media-center/news/ohio-epa-grants-1.4-million-for-
recycling-and-litter-prevention-in-northwest-ohio. Accessed 1 Aug. 2023.
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SUPPORTING QUESTION #3: 

In what ways can we promote environmental protection and prioritize slowing the effects of climate 
change in our personal life?

 ➤ Formative Performance Task #3: 

The final portion of their presentation will highlight examples of how students can promote environmental protection in their 
personal life. Following the Rubric, they should have four examples. 

 ➤ Featured Sources #3 (MLA citations):

•	 Denchak, Melissa. “How You Can Stop Global Warming.” NRDC, NRDC, 20 Apr. 2022, www.nrdc.org/stories/how-you-can-
stop-global-warming.

•	 “FACT SHEET: U.S.-Germany Climate and Energy Partnership.” The White House, 15 July 2021, www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/statements-releases/2021/07/15/fact-sheet-u-s-germany-climate-and-energy-partnership/. 

•	 ‌“Recyclers Guide.” www.van wert county ohio.gov, www.vanwertcountyohio.gov/services/recycle/guide.php.

•	 United Nations. “Actions for a Healthy Planet.” United Nations, United Nations, 2020, www.un.org/en/actnow/ten-actions. 

SUMMATIVE PERFORMANCE TASK – ARGUMENT OPTION (ESSAY OR PRESENTATION):

Using the attached Rubric, each student will write an essay detailing what they believe are the contributing factors that 
encourage citizen support of environmental protection, recycling, slowing climate change and supporting renewable 
energy. This will include examples from Germany and the US. 

Extension Option (Choice of Creative Format instead of Argument): 

Students can create a one-pager using Canva instead of writing an essay. Please see the Rubric for more information. 

Taking Informed Action: 

Understand: Students can research the recycling options in the school as well as the compost collection options at lunch. 
They can create a cost-benefit analysis.

Assess: Students can create a practical way to collect, sort and send away our recycling as well as food for compost.

Act: Students can present this idea to the school administration.

MODIFICATIONS FOR DIFFERENTIATION: 

When grouping the students together, group them based on their previous ability that they have demonstrated. Resources 
can be printed ahead of time with content highlighted to help students with reading comprehension goals. If too many links/ 
resources are overwhelming, these can be consolidated or narrowed down. 

With the essay, the Rubric can be modified to have less requirements for students who struggle with writing essays.

Sarah Koch (TOP 1, 2023), 
teaches students Government 
and Economics at Vantage Career 
Center in Van Wert, Ohio.


