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Social Studies Inquiry Lessons Inquiry 5

How does the legacy of the Cold War continue to shape  
contemporary Germany?

C3 Framework Indicator D2.His.9.9-12: Analyze the role of historical actors and the impact of their ideas, 
interests, and beliefs. 

D2.Geo.6.9-12: Analyze how the forces of cooperation and conflict among 
people influence the division and control of Earth’s surface. 

Staging the Compelling Question Students will discuss the historical and contemporary impacts of the Berlin wall 
as well as the lasting impact of the Cold War on contemporary Germany. 

Supporting Question 1 Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3

How did the construction of the 
Berlin Wall impact the lives of East 
and West Germans?

How did the fall of the Berlin Wall 
impact the lives of East and West 
Germans?

How does the legacy of the Cold 
War continue to influence modern 
Germany?

Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task

Students will analyze images, and 
personal accounts of individuals 
affected by the construction of the 
Berlin Wall. They will then write a 
diary entry from the perspective of 
someone living on either side of the 
Wall, highlighting their emotions, 
experiences, and challenges.

By examining primary sources, 
students will explore how the fall of 
the Berlin Wall impacted the lives of 
both East and West Germans.

Students will conduct research in 
order to identify how the Cold War's 
legacy is deeply intertwined with 
contemporary Germany, influencing 
its politics, economics, security 
policies and cultural landscape. 

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources

Source A: “Berlin Wall: Photos From 
the Birth of a Brutal Divide”

Source B:  Guardian Article

Source A: BBC Video

Source B: Marketplace Article

Source C: Pew Research Article

Students are tasked with finding 
reliable research sources including 
primary and secondary sources.

Summative Performance Task Argument: Students will write an analytical position response that addresses 
the compelling question: How does the legacy of the Cold War continue to 
shape contemporary Germany? 

Extension: 

Option 1: Create a short documentary exploring the experiences of individuals 
living on both sides of the Berlin Wall. 

Option 2: Organize a classroom debate on whether the division of Germany 
during the Cold War ultimately had a positive or negative impact on the 
country‘s contemporary identity.

Taking Informed Action Understand: Organize a community discussion panel or forum where students 
invite local experts, historians, or community members to discuss the lasting 
impacts of historical events on their community or region. 

Assess: Students conduct a community impact assessment related to a specific 
issue influenced by the Cold War’s legacy. 

Act: Students design and implement a community action project related to a 
Cold War legacy issue. 



XX

Fall Magazine  |  2024  |  39

Social Studies Inquiry LessonsInquiry 5 

COMPELLING QUESTION:

 How does the legacy of the Cold War continue to shape contemporary Germany?

Target Grade Level: 12th Grade� Target Course(s): Social Studies (30-1 Alberta, Canada)

INQUIRY OVERVIEW:

In this three-part lesson series, students will discuss the historical and contemporary impacts of the Berlin wall as well as the 
lasting impact of the Cold War on contemporary Germany. By delving into historical events, examining primary sources, and 
engaging in discussions, students will analyze the connections between the Cold War and Germany’s present-day society, 
politics, and identity. Through this inquiry, students will develop critical thinking skills and a deeper understanding of how 
historical events shape the modern world.

By the end of this lesson series, students will have a deep understanding of how the Cold War division of Germany continues to 
resonate in its society, politics, and collective memory.

TEACHER BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

This lesson is meant to work within an understanding of the larger context of the Cold War. Teachers and students should 
already have a solid understanding of the ideological ideas behind the conflict of the Cold War, as well as the events that lead to 
the division of Germany and the construction of the Berlin Wall.

SUGGESTED TIME FRAME:

3 lessons (spanning approximately five 90 minutes class blocks), depending on class pace and activities.

Concept List:
•	 Cold War: The ideological and geopolitical conflict between the United States and the Soviet Union, which resulted in 

global tensions and divisions.

•	 Division of Germany: The split of Germany into East and West after World War II, with East Germany under Soviet influence 
and West Germany under Western influence.

•	 Reunification: The process of bringing together East and West Germany, culminating in the fall of the Berlin Wall and the 
formation of a unified Germany.

•	 Ideological Differences: The contrasting political and economic ideologies between the United States (capitalism) and the 
Soviet Union (communism) that fueled the Cold War.

•	 Berlin Wall: The physical barrier constructed by East Germany to separate East and West Berlin, symbolizing the division 
between the communist and democratic worlds.

•	 Remembrance and Collective Memory: The importance of acknowledging, commemorating, and remembering the Cold 
War history in contemporary Germany.

•	 Impact on Contemporary Germany: The ongoing influence of the Cold War on Germany‘s society, politics, identity, and 
its efforts to reconcile the divisions of the past.

These concepts form the foundation of the unit, allowing students to delve into the intricacies of the Cold War and its specific 
impact on Germany, both during the division and in contemporary times.
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INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES:

•	 Research Task: Lasting Impacts of the Cold War on Contemporary Germany (attached at end of lesson)

•	 Assessment Criteria (attached at end of lesson)

•	 Bannock, Caroline. “Berlin Wall – Readers’ Memories: ‘It’s Hard to Remember How Scary the Wall Was.’” The Guardian, 7 
Nov. 2014, www.theguardian.com/cities/guardianwitness-blog/2014/nov/07/-sp-berlin-wall-readers-memories-its-hard-to-
remember-how-scary-the-wall-was. 

•	 Beard, Stephen. “East Germany still reeling from the economic aftermath of the Berlin Wall.” Marketplace, 9 Nov. 2019, www.
marketplace.org/2019/11/08/berlin-wall-economic-aftermath-affects-east-germany. 

•	 “Berlinermauer.jpg.” Wikimedia Commons, 22 Jun. 2023, https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5d/
Berlinermauer.jpg. 

•	 “Berlin-wall-map en.svg.” Wikimedia Commons, 23 Nov. 2022, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Berlin-
wall-map_en.svg&oldid=%20708895548. 

•	 “Deutschland Besatzungszonen 8 Jun 1947 — 22 Apr 1949.” Wikimedia Commons, 2 Jan. 2018, https://commons.wikimedia.
org/wiki/File:Deutschland_Besatzungszonen_8_Jun_1947_-_22_Apr_1949.svg.

•	 Gramlich, John. “East Germany has narrowed economic gap with West Germany since fall of communism, but still lags.” Pew 
Research Center, 14 Apr. 2024, www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2019/11/06/east-germany-has-narrowed-economic-gap-
with-west-germany-since-fall-of-communism-but-still-lags. 

•	 Hanrahan, Brian. “Fall of Berlin Wall: How 1989 Reshaped the Modern World.” BBC News, BBC, 5 Nov. 2019, www.bbc.com/
news/world-europe-50013048.

•	 LIFE. “Berlin Wall: Photos From the Birth of a Brutal Divide.” LIFE, 17 Jan. 2020, www.life.com/history/berlin-wall-photos-early-
days-cold-war-symbol. 

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY/HOOK/DISCUSSION:

Display a map of divided post-World War II Germany, as well as image 1 (Berlin Wall) and image 2 (map of the Berlin Wall). Prompt 
students to share what they already know about the Cold War and its effect on Germany.

Further discuss how the division of Germany would have impacted the lives of families and individuals living in Germany.

SUPPORTING QUESTION #1:

How did the construction of the Berlin Wall impact the lives of East and West Germans?

 ➤ Formative Performance Task #1:

Students will analyze images, and personal accounts of individuals affected by the construction of the Berlin Wall. They will then 
write a diary entry from the perspective of someone living on either side of the Wall, highlighting their emotions, experiences, 
and challenges.

Steps:

•	 Display the series of images depicting the construction and post-construction of the Berlin Wall from the LIFE article “Berlin 
Wall: Photos From the Birth of a Brutal Divide”, and have students closely examine the images in pairs or small groups. Ask 
them to discuss and jot down their initial impressions, emotions, and any insights they gather about the experiences of 
people living in the divided city.

•	 Distribute excerpts from personal accounts written about life in Germany after the construction of the Berlin Wall from 
people living on either side. Have students read the excerpts individually in their pairs or small groups and underline key 
phrases, emotions, and challenges described in the accounts.

•	 Bring the class back together for a discussion. Ask students to share their thoughts on the emotions and challenges faced 
by individuals during the construction of the Berlin Wall. (Guiding questions: How did the Wall impact their daily lives? What 
emotions might they have experienced? What difficulties did they encounter?)
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•	 Assign students the task of writing a diary entry from the perspective of someone living on either side of the Berlin Wall 
during its construction. Remind them to incorporate emotions, experiences, and challenges they‘ve learned from the visual 
sources, video clips, and personal accounts.

•	 Once students have completed their letters, allow volunteers to share their diary entries with the class. After each sharing, 
facilitate a brief discussion by asking students to reflect on how the experience of constructing the Berlin Wall might have 
impacted both the individuals and the city as a whole.

 ➤ Featured Sources #1 (MLA citations):

•	 Bannock, Caroline. “Berlin Wall – Readers’ Memories: ‘It’s Hard to Remember How Scary the Wall Was.’” The Guardian, 7 
Nov. 2014, www.theguardian.com/cities/guardianwitness-blog/2014/nov/07/-sp-berlin-wall-readers-memories-its-hard-to-
remember-how-scary-the-wall-was. 

•	 LIFE. “Berlin Wall: Photos From the Birth of a Brutal Divide.” LIFE, 17 Jan. 2020, www.life.com/history/berlin-wall-photos-early-
days-cold-war-symbol.

SUPPORTING QUESTION #2:

How did the fall of the Berlin Wall impact the lives of East and West Germans?

 ➤ Formative Performance Task #2:

Students will explore how the fall of the Berlin Wall impacted the lives of both East and West Germans. They will examine 
primary sources to gain insight into the challenges faced by East Berliners after the Wall’s fall, analyzing how their lives were 
transformed by newfound opportunities and difficulties.

Steps:

•	 Watch Brian Hanrahan’s report on the collapse of the Berlin wall. Ask students to note the emotions, experiences, and initial 
reactions of East and West Berliners after the collapse of the Berlin wall. Discuss.

•	 Examine the News articles that discuss the economic challenges faced by East Berliners after the Wall’s fall. Identify specific 
difficulties, such as unemployment and the transformation of industries.

•	 https://www.marketplace.org/2019/11/08/berlin-wall-economic-aftermath-affe cts-east-germany/

•	 https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2019/11/06/east-germany-has-narro wed-economic-gap-with-west-germany-
since-fall-of-communism-but-still-lags/

•	 Write a short reflection that addresses the following:

•	 Summarize the main challenges that East Berliners faced after the fall of the Berlin Wall.

•	 Analyze how these challenges impacted different aspects of their lives, such as employment opportunities, social 
dynamics, and living conditions.

•	 Consider the emotional toll of these changes and how individuals coped with uncertainty.

 ➤ Featured Sources #3 (MLA citations):

•	 Beard, Stephen. “East Germany still reeling from the economic aftermath of the Berlin Wall.” Marketplace, 9 Nov. 2019, www.
marketplace.org/2019/11/08/berlin-wall-economic-aftermath-affects-east-germany.

•	 Gramlich, John. “East Germany has narrowed economic gap with West Germany since fall of communism, but still lags.” Pew 
Research Center, 14 Apr. 2024, www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2019/11/06/east-germany-has-narrowed-economic-gap-
with-west-germany-since-fall-of-communism-but-still-lags. 

•	 Hanrahan, Brian. “Fall of Berlin Wall: How 1989 Reshaped the Modern World.” BBC News, BBC, 5 Nov. 2019, www.bbc.com/
news/world-europe-50013048.
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SUPPORTING QUESTION #3:

How does the legacy of the Cold War continue to influence modern Germany?

 ➤ Formative Performance Task #3:

Students will conduct research in order to identify how the Cold War’s legacy is deeply intertwined with contemporary 
Germany, influencing its politics, economics, security policies, and cultural landscape. In a group of 4, students will then create 
a presentation showcasing one of these instances and explain its significance, including links to historical context.

Research Topics

Economics Disparities  
(East/West)

Social Differences/Cultural 
Distinctions (East/West)

German Public Perception  
& Identity

Germany’s social market/ 
export-driven economy

Germany’s role in the 
European Union

Germany‘s role in NATO & 
Defense Policy

Germany’s Intelligence 
agencies (BND, BfV)

Anti-Nuclear and Peace 
Movements

Steps:

•	 Research — students will select a topic and begin research using reliable, high quality resources including both primary 
and secondary sources including books, articles, interviews, documentaries etc.

•	 Creation — students will present findings in a format of your choosing (video, podcast, infographic, slideshow, research 
paper etc.)

•	 Presentation — Each member of each group will be placed in a group of 8 where there is an expert on each of the 
research topics. They will then share their group’s presentation with these new group members, as well as learn from them 
about their topics. Students are responsible for taking notes on each presentation as well as performing a peer evaluation.

*Note: Research Task including Assessment Criteria is included at the end of the lesson.

 ➤ Featured Sources #3 (MLA citations):

Students are tasked with finding their own reliable sources in order to conduct research on a variety of instances where the Cold 
War‘s legacy is evident in contemporary Germany
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SUMMATIVE PERFORMANCE TASK – ARGUMENT OPTION (ESSAY OR PRESENTATION):

Students will write an analytical position response that addresses the Compelling Question: How does the legacy of the Cold 
War continue to shape contemporary Germany? They will use evidence from all three parts of the lesson to support their 
arguments.

Taking Informed Action:

Understand: Organize a community discussion panel or forum where students invite local experts, historians, or 
community members to discuss the lasting impacts of historical events on their community or region.

Assess: Students conduct a community impact assessment related to a specific issue influenced by the Cold War’s legacy.

Act: Students design and implement a community action project related to a Cold War legacy issue.

Extension Option (Choice of Creative Format instead of Argument):

Extension Option 1: Create a short documentary exploring the experiences of individuals living on both sides of the Berlin 
Wall.

Extension Option 2: Organize a classroom debate on whether the division of Germany during the Cold War ultimately had 
a positive or negative impact on the country‘s contemporary identity.

Amy Stiff (TOP 2 2023) teaches 
students social studies and Legal 
Studies at John G. Diefenbaker 
High School in Calgary, AB 
Canada.


