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Lasting Impacts of the ColdWar on Contemporary Germany
Research Task

Inquiry Question
How does the legacy of the Cold War continue to influence modern Germany?

Learning Objective
● Analyze and understand the multifaceted ways in which the Cold War has left a lasting impact on

contemporary Germany.

Task
Your task is to conduct research in order to identify how the Cold War's legacy is deeply intertwined
with contemporary Germany, influencing its politics, economics, security policies and cultural landscape.
In a group of 4, you will then create a presentation showcasing one of these instances and explain its
significance, including links to historical context.

Research Topics

Economics disparities
(East/West)

Social Differences/Cultural
Distinctions (East/West)

German Public Perception &
Identity

Germany’s social market/
export-driven economy

Germany’s role in the
European Union

Germany's role in NATO &
Defense Policy

Germany’s Intelligence
agencies (BND, BfV)

Anti-Nuclear and Peace
Movements

Step One - Research
● With your group, select a topic and begin research using reliable, high quality resources

including both primary and secondary sources including books, articles, interviews,
documentaries etc.

Step Two - Creation
● Present your findings in a format of your choosing (video, podcast, infographic, slideshow,

research paper etc.)
● Whichever mode you choose, you need to include all relevant information and historical context
● Include visual aids (images, maps, graphs) and clear explanations

Step Three - Presentation
Each member of your group will be placed in a group of 8 where there is an expert on each of the
research topics. You will share your group’s presentation with these new group members, as well as
learn from them about their topics. You will be responsible for taking notes on each presentation as well
as performing a peer evaluation.



TOP Lessons  |  Fall 2024  |  45

Amy Stiff: How does the legacy of the Cold War continue to shape contemporary Germany?

Assessment Criteria

Excellent Proficient Satisfactory Limited

Research Depth
& Accuracy

Exceptionally
thorough research
with a wide range of
high-quality primary
and secondary
sources.
All sources are
properly cited
following MLA format.
Comprehensive
inclusion of historical
context that enhances
understanding.

Solid research with a
mix of primary and
secondary sources.
Most sources are
properly cited
following MLA format.
Relevant historical
context is included but
may lack depth.

Adequate research
with a basic selection
of sources.
Some sources may
lack proper citation.
Limited historical
context provided.

Superficial research
with minimal sources.
Lack of proper citation
for most sources.
Insufficient historical
context.

Significance &
Analysis

Profound insights into
how the Cold War's
legacy deeply
influences
contemporary
Germany.
Exceptional depth and
critical analysis of
political, economic,
security policy, and
cultural aspects.
Connections between
findings and broader
historical themes are
insightful and
well-developed.

Strong understanding
of how the Cold War's
legacy impacts
modern Germany.
Good depth and
critical analysis of
political, economic,
security policy, and
cultural aspects.
Connections between
findings and broader
historical themes are
evident.

Adequate
understanding of the
Cold War's impact on
contemporary
Germany.
Some depth and
analysis of political,
economic, security
policy, and cultural
aspects.
Connections between
findings and broader
historical themes are
present but may lack
depth.

Superficial
understanding of the
Cold War's impact on
contemporary
Germany.
Minimal depth and
analysis of political,
economic, security
policy, and cultural
aspects.
Limited or unclear
connections to
broader historical
themes.

Communication
& Presentation

Clear, engaging, and
well-organized
presentation.
Exceptional use of
visuals (images, maps,
graphs) that enhance
understanding.
Verbal communication
is articulate, engaging,
and confident.
Skillful handling of
questions and
audience engagement.

Clear and organized
presentation.
Effective use of visuals
that support the
content.
Verbal communication
is clear and mostly
engaging.
Adequate handling of
questions and
audience engagement.

Adequate organization
and clarity in the
presentation.
Use of visuals, while
present, may not
significantly enhance
understanding.
Verbal communication
is clear but lacks
engagement.
Adequate but limited
handling of questions
and audience
engagement.

Disorganized or
unclear presentation.
Minimal or ineffective
use of visuals.
Verbal communication
lacks clarity and
engagement.
Difficulty handling
questions and minimal
audience engagement.


