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C3 Framework Indicator D2.His.14.9–12, D2.Civ.14.9–12, D4.1.9–12

Staging the Compelling Question
Students will view a NATO propaganda poster and a 2022 photo of NATO troops
in Eastern Europe.

Supporting Question 1 Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3

Why was NATO created in 1949?
How has NATO applied Article 5 since
1949?

How do modern crises reflect NATO’s
founding fears?

Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task

Analyze founding documents and
Truman’s speech.

Compare 1949 and 2001 applications
of Article 5.

Evaluate NATO’s 2022 statement on
Ukraine.

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources 

Treaty (1949) 
Truman speech
Propaganda poster

NATO 2001 Article 5 statement
Press release

NATO 2022 Ukraine statement
NATO forces photo

Summative Performance Task

Argument: Harkness Roundtable Debate – Is Article 5 more or less relevant
today?

Extension:  Create a timeline or infographic connecting NATO’s Cold War origins
to its modern mission.

Taking Informed Action: 
Using your voice to make
change

Understand: Explore NATO’s global defense mission.

Assess: Evaluate its success in responding to modern threats.

Act:  Develop a concise proposal for NATO’s 21st-century priorities. See Taking
Informed Action download for more detailed information
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Founding Fear and Modern Parallels: Is NATO’s Article 5 — “an
attack on one is an attack on all” — still relevant today?

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_133127.htm


NATO: Founding Fear and Modern Parallels

Target Grade Level: 10-11 Target Course: World History / U.S. History

Inquiry Overview

This inquiry examines NATO’s founding fears during the early Cold War and compares them to modern anxieties surrounding
collective defense in the 21st century. Students analyze key primary sources — including the 1949 NATO Treaty, Truman’s speech,
propaganda posters, and modern NATO statements — to explore continuity and change in the Alliance’s mission.

Teacher Background Information

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization was established in 1949 in response to rising tensions with the Soviet Union and fears of
communist expansion. NATO provided security through its principle of collective defense, “an attack on one is an attack on all.”
Today, with new threats from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the rise of cyberwarfare, NATO’s founding fears have resurfaced in
modern form.
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Suggested Time Frame

Three to Four class periods (70-90 minutes each)

Concept List

Collective Defense
Cold War
Containment
Article 5
Expansion
Ukraine Crisis

Instructional Resources

NATO Treaty (1949), 
Truman Speech, 
Truman Speech (Video/Audio)
Propaganda Poster
NATO 2001 Article 5 Statement
NATO 2022 Ukraine Statement

All non web based Resources are available
for download from the TOP website

Outcomes for Student Learning

Explain the origins of NATO and the fears that shaped its formation.
Analyze continuity and change in NATO’s role since 1949.
Debate the modern relevance of Article 5 in global security.

https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/nato.asp
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/address-the-occasion-the-signing-the-north-atlantic-treaty
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTEXH-mNR_Y
https://devilofhistory.wordpress.com/2013/08/02/natos-posters/
https://digitalcommons.law.uga.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?httpsredir=1&article=1253&context=gjicl
https://www.nato.int/en/about-us/official-texts-and-resources/official-texts/2022/02/24/statement-by-the-north-atlantic-council-on-russias-attack-on-ukraine


Introductory Activity

Students examine a NATO poster and a 2022 photo of Ukrainian refugees crossing into Poland.
Prompt: “What kinds of fears unite nations — and what kinds divide them?”

Copyright      Transatlatlantic Outreach Program 2026
Author: Bruce Mize
All rights reserved www.goethe.de/top

Germany-related Learning Goals

Students will connect postwar Germany’s division and the Berlin Wall to the birth of NATO and understand how NATO’s
evolution continues to shape Germany’s security and leadership in Europe.

Supporting Question 1

Why was NATO created in 1949?
Formative Performance Task 1

Analyze excerpts from the NATO Treaty and Truman’s speech to identify NATO’s original purpose.

Additional materials for Task 1 are available to download and labeled accordingly.

Resources

The North Atlantic Treaty. Article 5 (1949).

Truman, Harry S. Remarks at the Signing of the North Atlantic Treaty. April 4, 1949.

Cold War Propaganda Poster: Anti-Communist Poster

Supporting Question 2

How has NATO applied Article 5 since its founding?

Formative Performance Task

Compare NATO’s 1949 Treaty to its post–9/11 invocation of Article 5.

Additional materials for Task 2 are available to download and labeled accordingly.

Resources

NATO. Statement Invoking Article 5 Following the September 11
Attacks. 2001.

NATO Press Release on Collective Defense and Terrorism. 2001.

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/photos_121392.htm
https://www.care.org/news-and-stories/photos-care-and-partners-in-poland-welcomes-ukrainian-refugees/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lG79GQr9IdLAHaFgv_yFpl_oQFgU1DuSFGORaC9ISHA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_110496.htm
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lG79GQr9IdLAHaFgv_yFpl_oQFgU1DuSFGORaC9ISHA/edit?usp=sharing
https://propagandopolis.com/products/the-nations-of-the-atlantic-pact-will-defend-world-peace-and-freedom-italian-anti-communist-poster
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_110496.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_110496.htm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11r37H_Hx_820Yxupy-EdT13mPggHBZ3-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11xrGcn_kmyb0xiiFvrKYJvWuEDbpQAha/view?usp=drive_link


Supporting Question 3

How does NATO’s purpose today reflect its founding fears?

Formative Performance Task 3

Evaluate NATO’s 2022 statement on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and compare it to Truman’s 1949 fears.

Additional materials for Task 2 are available to download and labeled accordingly.

Resources

NATO. Statement on Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine. February 24, 2022.

Reuters Photo: NATO Forces in Eastern Europe. 2022.
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Summative Performance Task

Essay / Presentation

Conduct a Harkness-Style Roundtable Debate answering the question: Is
NATO’s Article 5 more or less relevant today than in 1949?

 Expectations:
 Cite at least three primary sources.
 Reference historical cause/effect and continuity/change.
 Demonstrate respectful, evidence-based dialogue.

Extension Option
Students create a visual timeline or infographic titled “From Founding Fear to
Modern Parallels,” illustrating NATO’s changing mission from 1949 to the
present.

Taking Informed Action

Understand Research Article 5 and its historical applications.

Assess Evaluate NATO’s continued importance in defending democracy.

Act
Write a short policy proposal or public awareness post explaining NATO’s modern
role.

https://www.nato.int/en/about-us/official-texts-and-resources/official-texts/2022/02/25/statement-by-nato-heads-of-state-and-government-on-russias-attack-on-ukraine
https://www.nato.int/en/about-us/official-texts-and-resources/official-texts/2022/02/25/statement-by-nato-heads-of-state-and-government-on-russias-attack-on-ukraine
https://www.reuters.com/news/picture/idUSRTSFP3VV/#:~:text=Soldiers%20are%20seen%20on%20vessels,%5B18/38%5D
https://www.reuters.com/news/picture/idUSRTSFP3VV/#:~:text=Soldiers%20are%20seen%20on%20vessels,%5B18/38%5D
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksWE-oDSOOKuAvq-lA-1U7VS3UovFo2c/view?usp=drive_link


Modifications for Differentiation

Dr. Bruce Mize
TOP 2015

Pontotoc High
School

Provide simplified primary source excerpts with vocabulary support for ELL/IEP students.
Offer structured debate note organizers.
Encourage advanced learners to compare NATO’s Article 5 to the UN Charter’s collective security clause.
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