
Excerpt from the North Atlantic Treaty (April 4, 1949): 

 Preamble: 

“The Parties to this Treaty reaffirm their faith in the purposes and principles of the Charter of the 

United Nations and their desire to live in peace with all peoples and all governments. They are 

determined to safeguard the freedom, common heritage and civilisation of their peoples, founded 

on the principles of democracy, individual liberty and the rule of law.” 

Article 5: 

“The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of them in Europe or North America 

shall be considered an attack against them all… and consequently they agree that, if such an 

armed attack occurs, each of them… will assist the Party or Parties so attacked by taking 

forthwith… such action as it deems necessary, including the use of armed force.” 

These clauses show NATO’s dual purpose: preserve shared democratic values and provide collective 

defense—a deterrent built on unity rather than aggression. 

 

Excerpt from President Harry S. Truman’s Remarks at the Signing of the North Atlantic Treaty (April 4, 

1949): 

“If there is anything inevitable in the future, it is the will of the people of the world for freedom and 

for peace. The members of the North Atlantic community are determined to maintain peace and to 

build a system of security which will prevent aggression and remove the causes of fear and 

conflict.” 

“This treaty is not a military alliance directed against any nation or group of nations. It is an 

association of free nations united by a common determination to safeguard the freedom, common 

heritage, and civilization of their peoples.” 

Truman presents NATO as a moral and defensive coalition—a “shield” against both war and fear itself. 

 


