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German Roots, American Change: How Culture Travels

C3 Framework Indicator

D2.Geo.4.3-5, D2.Geo.5.3-5, D2.His.2.3-5, D4.1.3-5

Staging the Compelling Question

What foods, traditions, or objects do you see in your community that came from
other cultures?

Supporting Question 1

Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3

Why did German immigrants come to
Pennsylvania, and what did they bring
with them?

What German cultural traits are still
visible in Pennsylvania today?

How do objects help tell the story of
culture and migration?

Formative Performance Task

Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task

Germany vs. Pennsylvania Data Chart

My Culture Suitcase Activity Culture Cards

Featured Sources

Featured Sources Featured Sources

Data Set with Discussion Questions
Reading Passage

My Culture Worksheet Culture Cards

Summative Performance Task

Argument: Short essay describing why German families migrated to
Pennsylvania, using evidence from images, data charts, and class discussions.
The writing should explain how culture, family, and work influenced migration
decisions.

Extension: Interview a family member or caregiver about an object that is
meaningful to their family and explain what it reveals about their values or
traditions. Students will compare their modern object to one item from a 1700s
German culture suitcase.

Taking Informed Action:
Using your voice to make
change

Understand: German immigrants brought traditions that shaped Pennsylvania’s
culture.

Assess: Students identify traditions, foods, or tools in their own community that
came from other cultures.

Act: Students create a simple culture map or drawing showing one cultural
tradition in their family or community and explain where it came from.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KqMLx2CfvCiyIvuLSdlnu9-OsMUFou30/view?usp=sharing
https://www.newulmmn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/415/New-Ulm-Sister-Cities-Commission-Brochure-PDF?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eufKRF0uEmo6l_R8VnlLHSkoziWZID7M/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116678368556364296190&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.newulmmn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/415/New-Ulm-Sister-Cities-Commission-Brochure-PDF?utm_source=chatgpt.com

German Roots, American Change: How Culture Travels

Target Grade Level: 9-12 Target Course: Civics

Compelling Question:

What did German families bring with them to America, and why did some traditions change?

Inquiry Overview

In this lesson students will explore how German immigrants influenced Pennsylvania culture and American life through language,
food, farming, tools, and traditions. Using a Read & Annotate activity, Culture Cards, and a Culture Suitcase strategy, students
analyze how cultural traits traveled from Germany to Pennsylvania and continue to shape communities today.

Teacher Background Information

Beginning in the 1600s and 1700s, German immigrants settled in Pennsylvania seeking religious freedom and farmland. Often
called the Pennsylvania Germans (sometimes incorrectly called “Pennsylvania Dutch”), these settlers brought farming practices,
craftsmanship, language, and traditions that blended with American culture. Their influence can still be seen today in food,
barns, tools, holidays, and family life.

Suggested Time Frame

1-2 class periods (45 minutes each)

Concept List

e Migration

e Culture

e Tradition

¢ Influence

¢ Religious Freedom
e Heritage

e Community
e Adapt

e Identity

e Settlement
e Dutch

Instructional Resources

e Data Chart and Discussion Questions

¢ Short reading: German Immigration to Pennsylvania
e Culture Card Sort

e Culture Suitcase Activity

e Chart paper, markers, pencils

All non web based Resources are available
for download from the TOP website
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Introductory Activity

Ask students: What foods, traditions, or objects do you see in your community that came from other cultures?

Explain:
Today we will explore how German immigrants shaped life in Pennsylvania and how culture travels, changes, and

lasts over time.

Supporting Question 1

Why did German immigrants come to Pennsylvania, and what did they bring with them?

)) Formative Performance Task 1

Students will read the data chart carefully to understand and compare information about Germany and
Pennsylvania. They will analyze the data to identify patterns, contrasts, and relationships between factors such as
population, land use, and living conditions. Using evidence from the chart, students will answer questions, explain
their thinking, and support their conclusions with data. To check their answers, students read a short text about
German immigration to Pennsylvania and annotate the text using symbols. Students underline evidence showing

what Germans brought and why it mattered.

)) Resources

Data Set with Discussion Questions
Reading Passage

Supporting Question 2

How do objects help tell the story of culture and migration?

) Formative Performance Task 2

Introduce the activity by asking students to imagine opening a suitcase from the 1700s as if they were meeting a
family preparing to migrate to Pennsylvania. Explain that the items inside the suitcase represent what families
valued most and what they believed they would need to survive and build a new life. Guide students to consider
four types of items: a religious item that reflects faith and beliefs, a farming tool that represents work and
connection to the land, a family item that shows care and community, and a cultural tradition connected to food,
language, or customs. Emphasize that these objects are clues to understanding culture, identity, and migration.
Have students participate in a brief turn-and-talk with a partner to discuss why families would choose to bring
these items on a long and difficult journey, encouraging them to think about survival, tradition, and hopes for the

future.
) Resources

My Culture Worksheet
Chart Paper

Pencils

Markers
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Supporting Question 3

What German cultural traits are still visible in Pennsylvania today?

)) Formative Performance Task 3
Students work in small groups. Each group receives a set of Culture Cards representing traditions, objects, and
practices. Students sort the cards into two categories: German Culture, American Culture, Adapted/Both. After
sorting, groups can discuss the following questions: Which traditions stayed the same over time?, Which traditions

changed or evolved? and How can German influences still be seen in American life today? Groups should be
prepared to share one example from each category and explain their reasoning using evidence from the cards.

) Resources

Culture Card Sort

Summative Performance Task

Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses
the compelling question using specific claims and relevant evidence from
contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views
Essay / Presentation . . - - .
Students will write a short essay describing why German families migrated to
Pennsylvania, using evidence from images, data charts, and class discussions.
The writing should explain how culture, family, and work influenced migration
decisions.

Students will interview a family member or caregiver about an object that is
meaningful to their family and explain what it reveals about their values or
traditions. Students will compare their modern object to one item from a
1700s German culture suitcase.

Extension Option
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Taking Informed Action

Understand German immigrants brought traditions that shaped Pennsylvania’s culture.

Students identify traditions, foods, or tools in their own community that came from

Assess
other cultures.

Students create a simple culture map or drawing showing one cultural tradition in

Act . . . . .
their family or community and explain where it came from.

Andrea Lance
TOP 2016
South Carolina

Copyright © Transatlatlantic Outreach Program 2026
Author: Andrea Lance
All rights reserved www.goethe.de/top



	© Goethe-Institut e.V.
	CIVICS
	German Roots, American Change
	What did German families bring with them to America, and why did some traditions change?
	High School
	C3 Framework Indicator
	D2.Geo.4.3–5, D2.Geo.5.3–5, D2.His.2.3–5, D4.1.3–5
	Staging the Compelling Question
	What foods, traditions, or objects do you see in your community that came from other cultures?

	Supporting Question 1
	Supporting Question 2
	Supporting Question 3
	Why did German immigrants come to Pennsylvania, and what did they bring with them?
	How do objects help tell the story of culture and migration?
	What German cultural traits are still visible in Pennsylvania today?

	Formative Performance Task
	Formative Performance Task
	Formative Performance Task
	Germany vs. Pennsylvania Data Chart
	My Culture Suitcase Activity
	Culture Cards

	Featured Sources
	Featured Sources
	Featured Sources
	Data Set with Discussion Questions  Reading Passage
	My Culture Worksheet
	Culture Cards

	Summative Performance Task
	Argument: Short essay describing why German families migrated to Pennsylvania, using evidence from images, data charts, and class discussions. The writing should explain how culture, family, and work influenced migration decisions.
	Extension: Interview a family member or caregiver about an object that is meaningful to their family and explain what it reveals about their values or traditions. Students will compare their modern object to one item from a 1700s German culture suitcase.


	Taking Informed Action:  Using your voice to make change
	Understand:   German immigrants brought traditions that shaped Pennsylvania’s culture.
	Assess: Students identify traditions, foods, or tools in their own community that came from other cultures.
	Act:  Students create a simple culture map or drawing showing one cultural tradition in their family or community and explain where it came from.


	German Roots, American Change: How Culture Travels
	German Roots, American Change: How Culture Travels
	Target Grade Level:  9-12
	Target Course: Civics

	Compelling Question:
	What did German families bring with them to America, and why did some traditions change?
	Inquiry Overview
	In this lesson students will explore how German immigrants influenced Pennsylvania culture and American life through language, food, farming, tools, and traditions. Using a Read & Annotate activity, Culture Cards, and a Culture Suitcase strategy, students analyze how cultural traits traveled from Germany to Pennsylvania and continue to shape communities today.

	Teacher Background Information
	Beginning in the 1600s and 1700s, German immigrants settled in Pennsylvania seeking religious freedom and farmland. Often called the Pennsylvania Germans (sometimes incorrectly called “Pennsylvania Dutch”), these settlers brought farming practices, craftsmanship, language, and traditions that blended with American culture. Their influence can still be seen today in food, barns, tools, holidays, and family life.

	Suggested Time Frame
	1–2 class periods (45 minutes each)

	Concept List
	Migration
	Culture
	Tradition
	Influence
	Religious Freedom
	Heritage
	Community
	Adapt
	Identity
	Settlement
	Dutch

	Instructional Resources
	Data Chart and Discussion Questions
	Short reading: German Immigration to Pennsylvania
	Culture Card Sort
	Culture Suitcase Activity
	Chart paper, markers, pencils

	All non web based Resources are available for download from the TOP website
	Introductory Activity
	Ask students: What foods, traditions, or objects do you see in your community that came from other cultures?
	Explain:  Today we will explore how German immigrants shaped life in Pennsylvania and how culture travels, changes, and lasts over time.

	Supporting Question 1


	Why did German immigrants come to Pennsylvania, and what did they bring with them?
	Formative Performance Task 1
	Students will read the data chart carefully to understand and compare information about Germany and Pennsylvania. They will analyze the data to identify patterns, contrasts, and relationships between factors such as population, land use, and living conditions. Using evidence from the chart, students will answer questions, explain their thinking, and support their conclusions with data. To check their answers, students read a short text about German immigration to Pennsylvania and annotate the text using symbols. Students underline evidence showing what Germans brought and why it mattered.

	Resources
	Data Set with Discussion Questions  Reading Passage
	Supporting Question 2


	How do objects help tell the story of culture and migration?
	Formative Performance Task 2
	Introduce the activity by asking students to imagine opening a suitcase from the 1700s as if they were meeting a family preparing to migrate to Pennsylvania. Explain that the items inside the suitcase represent what families valued most and what they believed they would need to survive and build a new life. Guide students to consider four types of items: a religious item that reflects faith and beliefs, a farming tool that represents work and connection to the land, a family item that shows care and community, and a cultural tradition connected to food, language, or customs. Emphasize that these objects are clues to understanding culture, identity, and migration. Have students participate in a brief turn-and-talk with a partner to discuss why families would choose to bring these items on a long and difficult journey, encouraging them to think about survival, tradition, and hopes for the future.

	Resources
	My Culture Worksheet   Chart Paper  Pencils  Markers
	Supporting Question 3


	What German cultural traits are still visible in Pennsylvania today?
	Formative Performance Task 3
	Students work in small groups. Each group receives a set of Culture Cards representing traditions, objects, and practices. Students sort the cards into two categories: German Culture, American Culture, Adapted/Both.  After sorting, groups can discuss the following questions: Which traditions stayed the same over time?, Which traditions changed or evolved? and How can German influences still be seen in American life today? Groups should be prepared to share one example from each category and explain their reasoning using evidence from the cards.

	Resources
	Culture Card Sort
	Summative Performance Task
	Essay / Presentation
	Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses the compelling question using specific claims and relevant evidence from contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views
	Students will write a short essay describing why German families migrated to Pennsylvania, using evidence from images, data charts, and class discussions. The writing should explain how culture, family, and work influenced migration decisions.

	Extension Option
	Students will interview a family member or caregiver about an object that is meaningful to their family and explain what it reveals about their values or traditions. Students will compare their modern object to one item from a 1700s German culture suitcase.



	Taking Informed Action
	Understand
	German immigrants brought traditions that shaped Pennsylvania’s culture.

	Assess
	Students identify traditions, foods, or tools in their own community that came from other cultures.

	Act
	Students create a simple culture map or drawing showing one cultural tradition in their family or community and explain where it came from.
	Andrea Lance TOP 2016 South Carolina


