
Reading Passage  

In the 1700s, many German families left their homeland and migrated to Pennsylvania. 
Life in Germany was changing, and some families faced limited farmland, crowded 
villages, and restrictions on religious freedom. Pennsylvania offered land to farm, space 
to build new communities, and the promise of practicing religion freely. These 
opportunities encouraged families to migrate together rather than alone. 

The journey across the Atlantic Ocean was long and difficult, and families could only 
bring a few important items with them. Because space was limited, families carefully 
chose what to pack. They often brought farming tools to help them grow food, religious 
items to support their beliefs, and family objects such as quilts or recipe books that 
represented care and tradition. These items reflected the values that mattered most to 
them. 

When German families arrived in Pennsylvania, the geography was different from what 
they had known. The land was less crowded and had fertile soil, which supported 
farming. Families worked together to clear land, build homes, and grow crops. Many 
lived close to one another, creating strong communities that shared work, language, and 
traditions. 

Over time, German immigrants in Pennsylvania became known as the Pennsylvania 
Dutch, but this name is misleading. The word Dutch did not come from the Netherlands. 
Instead, it came from the German word “Deutsch,” which means German. English 
speakers misunderstood the pronunciation and began using the word Dutch. Even 
though the name is incorrect, it is still commonly used today to describe these 
German-speaking communities. 

As families settled in Pennsylvania, some traditions stayed the same, such as strong 
family structures, farming practices, and traditional foods. Other traditions changed, 
including language use and building styles, as families interacted with people from 
different cultures. These adaptations helped families survive and succeed in their new 
environment. 

Today, many traditions brought by German immigrants still exist in American life. Foods, 
farming methods, and community values influenced how Pennsylvania developed and 
continue to shape culture in the United States. Studying what families chose to bring, 
what they changed, and what remained helps us understand how migration influences 
culture over time. 
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