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Power of Sister Cities: How do sister cities shape
cultural understanding between countries?

C3 Framework Indicator

D2.Geo.4.6-8., D2.Geo.11.6-8, D3.1.6-8., D2.Civ.. 2.6-8, D2.Civ.14.6-8, D2.Eco 1.6-8.,

Staging the Compelling Question

Students will brainstorm what characteristics they think a successful sister city

partnership has.

Supporting Question 1

Supporting Question 2

Supporting Question 3

How did sister city partnerships
between the United States and
Germany begin?

What exchanges happen between the
United States and German sister
cities?

What evidence shows the positive
impact of sister city partnerships on
local communities in both countries?

Formative Performance Task

Formative Performance Task

Formative Performance Task

Poster creation - How sister cities
started

Graphic Organizer - Real life sister city
partnerships

Real life impact of sister city
partnership

Featured Sources

Featured Sources

Featured Sources

New Ulm Sister Cities Commission
Brochure

Sister Cities International FAQ

None

None

Summative Performance Task

Argument: Students will create a persuasive argument on why two locations
should become sister cities. Students will create a proposal highlighting six ways

for the cities to build a strong partnership.

Students will complete a graphic organizer as a way to make sure they hit all 6
ways and have the required information. (see documents below)

Extension: Students present a speech about their sister city proposal. Students
write a persuasive piece highlighting the positive reasons that a partnership
would benefit both cities. Students present their proposals to the class.

Taking Informed Action:
Using your voice to make
change

Understand: How sister city relationships help to promote cultural
understanding, global citizenship, and economic collaboration.

Assess: Case studies that show how powerful student exchanges, shared
projects, and more have positively impacted the lives of the people who live in
sister cities and participate in the programs.

Act: Suggesting future sister city partnerships between two cities that they deem

compatible.
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https://www.newulmmn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/415/New-Ulm-Sister-Cities-Commission-Brochure-PDF?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.newulmmn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/415/New-Ulm-Sister-Cities-Commission-Brochure-PDF?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://sistercities.org/faq/

The Power of Sister Cities

Target Grade Level: 7 Target Course: Civics

Compelling Question:

How do sister city partnerships between cities in Germany and the United States shape community
engagement, cultural understanding, economic opportunities, and more?

Inquiry Overview

Students will explore the power of sister city partnerships between the United States. Students will learn about sister cities and
how they promote cultural understanding, global citizenship, and economic collaboration. Students will look at case studies that
show how powerful student exchanges, shared projects, and more have positively impacted the lives of the people who live in
sister cities and participate in the programs. The lesson will have a big focus on how a local community can play a big role in
building global connections.

Teacher Background Information

Germanic American Institute Flyer on “Connecting Communities”.

(linked)

What are “Sister Cities”?

A sister city is a broad-based, long-term partnership between two communities in two countries. A relationship is officially
recognized after the highest elected or appointed official from both communities sign off on an agreement to become sister
cities.

A city may have any number of sister cities, with community involvement ranging from a half dozen to hundreds of volunteers.
In addition to volunteers, sister city organizations can include representatives from nonprofits, municipal governments, the
private sector, and other civic organizations.

Each sister city organization is independent and pursues the activities and thematic areas that are important to them and their
community, including municipal, business, trade, educational, and cultural exchanges and projects with their sister city.

Suggested Time Frame

Two class periods (120 minutes)

Concept List

e Sister Cities

¢ International Relations

¢ Global Citizenship

e Cultural Understanding & Exchange
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https://www.gaimn.org/

Instructional Resources

e President Dwight D Eisenhower’s People to People Program (Eisenhower library)

e U of MN Article: 5 Minnesota Cities Chosen for Climate-Smart Exchange Program with Germany,
¢ New Ulm Journal: German Delegation from Sister Cities visits New Ulm

e Sister Cities Committee: Columbia Heights, MN

e Minneapolis, Minnesota: Sister City Program

e Millennia-Long History of German Sister Cities

e US Embassy & Consulates in Germany: Sister City Lists

e Sister City Origins and Impact Poster

e Formative Task Two Downloads

e Summative Task Worksheet

All non web based Resources are available
for download from the TOP website

Introductory Activity

President Eisenhower: “I believe that if people get together, so eventually will nations”. The people-to-people program turned
that belief into a global movement for peace. Students will look at the two images below. The instructor will ask, “These two
places are across the world from each other; how are they connected?”

Supporting Question 1

How did sister city partnerships between the United States and Germany begin?

) Formative Performance Task 1
Students will read about how sister city partnerships started in the United States and Germany. The class will
create a poster that details a summary and /or a timeline of how they started. Students will include 4 examples of

how the sister city partnership (cultural, economic, community engagement, and one additional piece of
information.

)) Resources

“New Ulm Sister Cities Commission Brochure”: A story of one US town and its ties with two German Cities. (Linked)

Germanic-American Institute. GAIMN, www.gaimn.org. Accessed 9 Dec. 2025.

“FAQ. Sister Cities International, www.sistercities.org/fag/. Accessed 19 Dec. 2025.

Impact Poster Instructions
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https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/research/online-documents/people-people-program
https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/research/online-documents/people-people-program
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/five-minnesota-cities-chosen-climate-smart-exchange-program-germany
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/five-minnesota-cities-chosen-climate-smart-exchange-program-germany
https://www.nujournal.com/news/local-news/2023/10/07/german-delegation-from-sister-cities-visits-new-ulm/
https://www.columbiaheightsmn.gov/government/sister_cities_committee/index.php
https://www.minneapolis.org/about-us/sister-cities/
https://sistercities.org/2019/10/11/history-of-german-sister-cities/
https://de.usembassy.gov/tag/sister-cities/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EvTG14wF49-YPQaCYcB7YevHYHcODmQl/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.newulmmn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/415/New-Ulm-Sister-Cities-Commission-Brochure-PDF?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EvTG14wF49-YPQaCYcB7YevHYHcODmQl/view?usp=drive_link
http://www.gaimn.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EvTG14wF49-YPQaCYcB7YevHYHcODmQl/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EvTG14wF49-YPQaCYcB7YevHYHcODmQl/view?usp=drive_link
http://www.sistercities.org/faq/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EvTG14wF49-YPQaCYcB7YevHYHcODmQl/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EvTG14wF49-YPQaCYcB7YevHYHcODmQl/view?usp=drive_link

Supporting Question 2

What exchanges happen between the United States and German sister cities?

)) Formative Performance Task

Students will look at real sister city partnerships. They will complete a graphic organizer outlining various
comparison parts. Students will be provided with a list of sources to help them complete their organizer, OR they
can research their own.

)) Resources

Formative Perfomance Tasks Documents

Supporting Question 3

What evidence shows the positive impact of sister city partnerships on local communities in
the United States and Germany?

) Formative Performance Task 3

Students will write a persuasive paragraph explaining why the sister city partnership that they researched in the
last task has had a positive impact on both of the communities.

Summative Performance Task

Students will create a persuasive argument on why two locations should
become sister cities. Students will create a proposal highlighting six ways for
the cities to build a strong partnership.

Essay / Presentation
Students will complete a graphic organizer as a way to make sure they hit all 6
ways and have the required information. (Graphic Organizer available for
download)

Students present a speech or letter about their sister city proposal. Students
write a persuasive piece highlighting the positive reasons that a partnership
Extension Option would benefit both cities. Students could present their proposals to the class.

Students create a poster about their proposal.
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Taking Informed Action

How sister city relationships help to promote cultural understanding, global

Understand o . . .
citizenship, and economic collaboration.

Assess case studies that show how powerful student exchanges, shared projects,
Assess and more have positively impacted the lives of the people who live in sister cities
and participate in the programs.

Act by suggesting future sister city partnerships between two cities that they deem

Act compatible.

Modifications for Differentiation

There are a number of reading strategies included to focus students on the text. The number of entries on the T-
Chart and Venn Diagrams can be regulated by the teacher based on student needs. The number of primary
documents a student interacts with can also be regulated by the teacher. Text to talk services such as Natural
Reader or Speechify could be used for students with reading challenges.

Katie Rotunda
TOP 2017
Minnesota
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https://www.naturalreaders.com/online/
https://www.naturalreaders.com/online/
https://speechify.com/text-to-speech-online/?landing_url=https%3A%2F%2Fspeechify.com%2Ftext-to-speech-online%2F
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