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Changing Security Paradigm: Should Germany take on a stronger

military leadership role within NATO?

C3 Framework Indicator

e D2.IR.1.9-12, D2.His.14.9-12, D2.Civ.2.9-12, D4.1.9-12

Staging the Compelling Question

Students will watch a video clip, view background slides, and have a class

discussion.

Supporting Question 1

Supporting Question 2

Supporting Question 3

Why has Germany historically limited
its military role since World War 11?

How have recent events caused
Germany to rethink its defense
policies?

How does Germany’s military strength
affect NATO’s ability to provide
collective security?

Formative Performance Task

Formative Performance Task

Formative Performance Task

Timeline

Video Analysis Questions

Map Analysis

Featured Sources

Featured Sources

Featured Sources

A short history of NATO | NATO

History
NATO member countries | NATO Topic

Germany Rearms, Modernizes Military
After Decades. (60 Minutes)
Germany rearms, modernizes military

NATO on the Map

Collective defence and Article 5 |

NATO Topic

after decades of embracing the peace
dividend

Summative Performance Task

Argument: Students respond to the compelling question by constructing an
argument supported by historical evidence, the 60 minutes video, and at least

two additional sources.

Extension: Students may create a poster or political cartoon, or short news
segment video or podcast from the perspective of a NATO ally.

Understand: Summarize Germany’s responsibilities and constraints within NATO.

Taking Informed Action:
Using your voice to make
change

Assess: Evaluate the potential benefits and risks of increased German military
spending.

Act: Students write a letter or op-ed advising German leaders on what course of
action Germany should take within NATO.
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https://www.nato.int/en/about-us/nato-history/a-short-history-of-nato
https://www.nato.int/en/about-us/nato-history/a-short-history-of-nato
https://www.nato.int/en/about-us/organization/nato-member-countries
https://www.nato.int/en/about-us/organization/nato-member-countries
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6lvr9TIrVf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6lvr9TIrVf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6lvr9TIrVf4
https://www.nato.int/en/about-us/organization/nato-on-the-map
https://www.nato.int/en/about-us/organization/nato-on-the-map
https://www.nato.int/en/what-we-do/introduction-to-nato/collective-defence-and-article-5
https://www.nato.int/en/what-we-do/introduction-to-nato/collective-defence-and-article-5

NATO: Changing Security Paradigm

Target Grade Level: 9-12 Target Course: Global Studies

Inquiry Overview

This inquiry-based lesson explores the evolving role of Germany in NATO, focusing on historical constraints, Germany’s post Cold
War military policy, and recent shifts in military preparedness and defense spending in the wake of the full scale invasion of
Ukraine by Russia. Students will analyze how Germany’s decisions impact NATO’s collective security guarantees and European
stability.

Teacher Background Information

Germany has played a central role as a key NATO member since West Germany (Federal Republic of Germany) joined NATO in
1955. West Germany'’s inclusion in NATO led the Eastern bloc countries to create the rival Warsaw Pact which lasted until the end
of the Cold War. Included in the Warsaw Pact was East Germany or German Democratic Republic (GDR). The reason for this was
due to the Soviet Union’s fears of a remilitarized Germany. Despite playing a central role in NATO, Germany’s military strength
was constrained during the Cold War and Germany maintained a cautious military posture for decades after WWII. In 1989 the
Berlin Wall fell, paving the way for German reunification and the end of the Cold War in 1991. Recent geopolitical development in
Europe, particularly Russia’s full scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022 which has resulted in the largest war in Europe since 1945, has
led Germany to significantly reconsider its military policies. This has raised questions about leadership, responsibility, and
alliance dynamics with NATO.

Suggested Time Frame

Two to Three class periods (40-45 minutes each)

Concept List

¢ NATO

e Collective Security

e Articleb

¢ Military preparedness
¢ Defense Spending

¢ Post-Cold War Europe
e Bundeswehr

e Bundestag

e German Foreign Policy

Instructional Resources

¢ Video: “Germany Rearms, Modernizes Military After Decades” (60 Minutes)
e NATO official website materials

¢ Map of NATO members

e SlideShow

e Handout

All non web based Resources are available for
download from the TOP website
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Introductory Activity

Display a chart of military spending as a percentage of GDP for each of the NATO members.

Ask students:

Why might the United States and other NATO countries expect Germany to spend more militarily?

Supporting Question 1

Why has Germany historically limited its military role since World War 11?

) Formative Performance Task 1

Teachers can use slides 1-12 to introduce the formative performance task 1.

Students create a short timeline explaining key moments that shaped Germany’s military development (1945-
1991).

)) Resources

A short history of NATO | NATO History

NATO member countries | NATO Topic

Supporting Question 2

How have recent events caused Germany to rethink its defense policies?
) Formative Performance Task 2

Students watch:

Germany Rearms, Modernizes Military After Decades. (60 Minutes)
Germany rearms, modernizes military after decades of embracing the peace dividend

Guiding Questions:
1.What reasons does the video give for why Germany is increasing defense spending?
2.How does Germany’s military modernization affect NATO as a whole?
3.What risks does Germany face if it does not modernize and spend more on defense?

)) Resources

Germany Rearms, Modernizes Military After Decades. (60 Minutes)
Germany rearms, modernizes military after decades of embracing the peace dividend
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https://www.nato.int/en/about-us/nato-history/a-short-history-of-nato
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EvTG14wF49-YPQaCYcB7YevHYHcODmQl/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.nato.int/en/about-us/organization/nato-member-countries
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6lvr9TIrVf4

Supporting Question 3

How does Germany’s military strength affect NATO’s ability to provide collective security?

)) Formative Performance Task 3

Students analyze a NATO map in groups and explain Germany’s strategic importance in Europe.

) Resources

NATO on the Map

Collective defence and Article 5 | NATO Topic

Summative Performance Task

Essay / Presentation

Students respond to the compelling question by constructing an argument
supported by historical evidence, the 60 minutes video, and at least two
additional sources.

Extension Option

Students may create a poster or political cartoon, or short news segment
video or podcast from the perspective of a NATO ally.

Taking Informed Action

Understand Summarize Germany'’s responsibilities and constraints within NATO.
Assess Evaluate the potential benefits and risks of increased German military spending.
Act Students write a letter or op-ed advising German leaders on what course of action

Germany should take within NATO.
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Modifications for Differentiation

Provide sentence starters for writing tasks

Offer guided notes during video viewing

Allow oral presentations or the creative format option instead of a written essay
Chunk readings for easier accessibility
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