WHERE TO?

In the project ,Where to?", organised by different Goethe-
Instituts worldwide, authors and intellectuals from almost 40
countries were given a questionnaire on refuge and migration.
The sources of inspiration were questionnaires by Swiss writer
Max Frisch, drafted in his diaries between 1966 and 1971. The
answers from around the world vary greatly, reflecting the
authors’ personal experiences but also the situation in different
countries - while at the same time showing the complexity and
iInterconnection of this topic.

The poster exhibition presents a compilation of selected
questions and answers. The photographs are from the series
“Cavawaka” by Algerian born photographer Nassim Rouchiche.
They document the place taken by illegal immigrants in the
society in which Nassim Rouchiche lives.

Project idea and realization: Goethe-Institut Addis Ababa
Text compilation: Daniel Worku

Photographs: Nassim Rouchiche

Design: Brook Getachew

Website: www.goethe.de/whereto
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Here, we say; ,,The seasons do not chase birds awa
the seasons away"“. Unfortunately, a refugee does no
Inclement seasons but the seasons rather chase him away,. |
most unfortunate refugees are refugees in thelr own country
named , displaced persons®“. Here, we say,
its own nest still a bird? Is this nest still a
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Lye M. Yoka, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Writer and University teacher
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WHAT DOES THE TERM
REFUGEE MEAN TO
YOU?
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A lost soul.
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~ Yasmina Khadra, Algeria / France, Pseudonym of Algerian writer
: Mohammed Moulessehoul, today living in France.
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A man who has nowhere to return to.
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Dubravka Stojanovic, Serbia, Historian
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The dream of finding memory

in another place. The dream of
belonging to a legitimate elsewhere.
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Colum McCann, Ireland / USA, Writer and Journalist
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E\ smgle one of us need the whole world. We

“world in order to be fully human and humane. 0
able to move as they have moved across the cont ay
on earth came into existence.
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Antjie Krog, South Africa, Poet, Writer, Journalg;t
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Home as Mahfouz says, is not where you were born, but where all
your attempts to escape cease. So home is a trap, and we should
all try to need as little “home” as we can.
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| feel that the entire world is my homeland and in that sens

house, a huge one. | am an aspiring mad man at the thought t
world is my homeland. If someone will place a border in fro
look into his eyes and tell him: you are a foreigner in this hom
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Ever since | turned to my inner refuge, my only
within me. This is where | am able to set its bc
It is going to be at a certain point in time anc
leave me like the previous one.
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A lot. 1 am always on the lookout, but | know it exists in different places,
both in space as in time. On the other hand, | manage very well without
homelands.
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YOU NEED?
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et Earth. The individual parts of the
fferent names: The belly might be

e , the right calf might be Germany, the
left thumb Switzerland, 2 of the right foot Iraq, the left one Iran,
and so on. But all of this belongs to the body of the earth, planet Earth.
And it belongs to vou, to me, to her: to each African gatherer, to each
Chukchihunter.Sheproducedusall, nourished usand willadmitusagain
into her big, kind belly when our time on earth will come to an end. For
this reason, she is our mother, and for this reason, we call her Mother
Earth. And this one and only Mother Earth is our big, shared home!

China, the back might be
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Galsan Tschinag, Mongolia, Writer and tribal chief
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IS FLIG HT FR 5 RTY LESS LEGITIMATE THAN
FLIGHT FROM WAR OR POLITICAL OPPRESSION?
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it is a question of ‘legitimacy’, that is political
sophistry, but of human values and valuing.
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~ Yasmina Khadra, Algeria / France, Pseudonym of Algerian

writer Mohammed Moulessehoul, today living in France.
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2 [s able to categorically exclude becoming a refugee at some
point in time. The world is strange and changes rapidly, especially when one lives in a third
world country. As far as Brazil is concerned, politics is making trouble right now. We are but
one step rem ‘from the end of being a state that is under the rule of law - ideological
groups are atf"'cklng each other, and what is w inconspicuous is intolerance. Also the
Christian- Evanggycal undamel italists who areugammg Influence tcilsproportlonate extent

are characterl i toler g it is vulnerable, and
| 1d} g ever since. SO one can

refugee out
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one s own free .due to a lack of alternatives.
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| wouldn’t want to, it’s like trying to i
one will need to be good’ (T S Eliot). Be
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4 i Daniel Worku Kassa, Ethiopia, Author, Translator, Critic and Filmmaker
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AGINE A WORLD ' O
REFUGEES? = @
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| in will be wars, famine and natural disasters
also in the future. So, unfortunately, 1 « y 1e a world without refugees.
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Geneviéve Brisac, France, W ries, Theatre Plays, Film Scripts and Children’s Books.
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AGINE A WO

FUGEES?

Yes, | believe that one day humanity will live in a world without refugees. Mali
being. A day will come when people will understand that wars, conflicts and rc
destructlon of all of us since the lethal weapons and destruction weapons are |
one day wg.‘:wlll learn to understand that we all belong'to one race and one nat
one homeland, which is the Eart r.‘ ) such a future world, there will not be starving
destitute in hostlle ﬁelds
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he term ' ‘refugee” would have lost its meaning - in so far as t
ion states WhICh can accept or refuse refugees as they wish. Pog
a positive perspective of development - such as Kant’s visiol

' | ed by the right of hospitality.
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Alexander Kluge, Germany, Writer, Film Maker and Producer.
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i . aﬁder Kluge, Germany,Writer, Film Maker and Producer.
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What does the term ‘legitimacy’ imply? If that means intensity of

a motivation to leave one’'s home country, a legitimacy to claim a
similarly difficult condition as persecuted ones, then yes. In that sense
under certain circumstances poverty can be perceived as even more
devastating than a persecution. Persecution with at the same time
enough food to live on might be actually more liveable than extreme
hunger with no persecution at all. However, if the ‘legitimacy’ of
poverty implies a right to be unconditionally received in Europe, then
| have to reply ‘no’ with all awareness of the tragic and dehumanising
consequences. Poverty as a sole reason should not automatically

~ enable one to be unconditionally received in the EU, for there are

unfortunately not unlim
unreservedly.

resources to stick to such a practice
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LESS LEGITIMATE THAN FLIGHT 2 @
FROM WAR OR POLITICAL .
OPPRESSION? g

It's not less legitimate, but itis legally distinct. The refugee’s status is defined

NVt S'Dh'},?':I‘ ao(\ @ ¢~ -+Pp( 0,1k by an urgent, immediate need for sanctuary: you become a refugee to save

your life, whereas the economicmigrantis consideredtobe voluntarilyonthe

ﬂ(ﬂC'ﬂ* 1), £,9° (] 7‘(\rbh 6L HG gony _9;11 move with the aim of improving his or her life. It’s striking how contradictory

attitudes are to economic migrants: on the one hand, they're depicted as

nar( L2 €10 eUP7? opportunists, self-seekers, and thus to be debarred from the privileges and
rights of other self-seekers (those of us who live in incomparably richer
circumstances). On the other hand, they’re actively recruited as spare parts
for our labour machine, as extra shifts to prop up economies threatened by
stagnation or shrinking birth rates.
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It is the contrary. Poverty is more dangerous than war or even politicaloppression. Poverty means the absence of life, to live in constant
humiliation. To escape from it and to better one’s situation Is a Very le e right.

Milagros del Corral, Spain, Librarian
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Flight is always associated with the concept of ,survival®, be it |

of a voluntary decision while escaping war almost always is the
between emigration and flight.

Amal Saqr, Iraq, Investigative journalist.
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Sirpa Kahkonen, Finland, Autorin und Kolumnistin
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Erri de Luca, Italy, Writer
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No society has never burst se too many people have been
‘. absorbed. Society is a seamless thing. It grows and shrinks and morphs
and expands.
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Ruwanthie de Chickera, Sri Lanka, Theatre and Film producer
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