‘BOOKS ‐ MADE IN QATAR’ PROJECT FOSTERS DEVELOPMENT OF QATARI
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE
Workshops Part of Qatar Germany 2017 Year of Culture
Doha, Qatar, January 30, 2017: Qatar National Library (QNL), Hamad bin Khalifa University (HBKU)
Press, and the Goethe‐Institut Gulf Region have launched an initiative entitled ‘Books ‐ Made in Qatar’,
as part of the official Qatar Germany 2017 Year of Culture, to encourage the production of Qatari
children’s literature.
The project, which will roll out through multiple phases, started with a free workshop for ten Qatari
children’s authors on January 29. The five‐day workshop, hosted by Ute Krause, one of Germany’s best‐
known children’s and young adults’ authors, gives participants the opportunity to work with Krause on
their storylines and book projects. They also have the chance to discuss problems and challenges of
writing for children and to exchange ideas in a friendly and supportive environment.
Ute Krause has been working as a children’s writer and illustrator for the past 30 years. She has written
22 books and illustrated around 400. Her work has been turned into films for children’s television and
featured on the radio. She has also been nominated for children’s book prizes and her work has been
translated into many languages.
In a subsequent ‘Books ‐ Made in Qatar’ workshop, ten Qatari illustrators will illustrate texts created in
the writers’ workshop, and finalize the projects with the authors. The results will be presented to the
public at the 28th Doha International Book Fair 2017. Selected children’s books created in the workshops
will be considered for publication through HBKU Press.
Commenting on the initiative, Hind Al Khulaifi, Head of Children’s Services at Qatar National Library,
said: “Children are our future, and our efforts to reach them is one of the biggest priorities at QNL. We
take pride in showcasing Qatari talent and believe it’s our obligation as the national library to provide
opportunities for these authors to thrive.”
“Launching the ‘Books – Made in Qatar’ project is a unique undertaking in Qatar that creates a learning
platform where experience and culture can be exchanged,” Hind added.
“We want to encourage the production of Qatari children’s literature that is based on Qatari traditions,
values, experiences, daily life, environment and needs,” said Dr. Gabriele Landwehr, General Manager of
the Goethe‐Institut Gulf Region. “Our aim is to have excellent books published and bring them to
children, to ensure the younger generation is a generation of book lovers. We’ve gained valuable

experiences in the field of reading promotion in Germany. Ute Krause, a leading author and illustrator
for children´s literature, will work with Qatari writers and illustrators. They will receive professional
support for their work; from finding the subject, creating characters and writing dialogues, to first
sketches, the use of colors and the final storyboard.”
Rodolphe Boughaba, Executive Director of HBKU Press, said: “Our main mission as a Qatari publishing
house is to nurture Qatari and regional talents by providing a strong platform for academic and trade
publishing, locally and internationally. This collaboration allows us to target the voices we wish to
amplify and to enter into a fruitful working relationship with them for many years to come.”
QNL, a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF), supports
Qatar’s journey towards becoming a knowledge‐based economy by spreading knowledge, nurturing
imagination, cultivating creativity and preserving the nation’s heritage for future generations. For more
information about the project, please visit: www.qnl.qa
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Qatar National Library – Bridging with knowledge Qatar’s and the Arab and
Islamic world’s heritage and future
Qatar National Library (QNL) is a non‐profit organisation under the umbrella of Qatar
Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF). QNL is supporting Qatar
on its journey from a carbon‐based economy to knowledge‐based economy by providing
resources to students, researchers, and the community in Qatar. It was announced in
November 2012 by Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of Qatar Foundation
for Education, Science and Community Development.
QNL carries out its mission through three functions: National Library, University and Research
Library, and a Metropolitan Public Library of the digital age. The National Library function
collects and provides access to global knowledge relevant to Qatar and the region. It also
collects, preserves, and provides access to heritage content and materials about Qatar and the
region. The University and Research Library function supports education and research at all
levels by providing printed and digital library materials for students and researchers.
Metropolitan Public Library delivers library services and information for everyone to enjoy
reading, meet people, and become information literate.
Website: www.qnl.qa

Twitter: @QNLib
Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheQatarNationalLibrary
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About The Goethe‐Institut:
The Goethe‐Institut is a world‐wide organization working to promote German language and
culture. With a network of 159 institutes in 98 countries around the world and 12 institutes in
Germany, the Goethe‐Institut acts on behalf of the German Government to implement its
cultural relations policy. The Goethe‐Institut Gulf Region offers German language courses and
organises cultural events in the Gulf Region. Together with the Embassy of the Federal Republic
of Germany in Qatar, the Goethe‐Institut Gulf Region is charged with organizing the programs
of the Qatar Germany Year of Culture 2017.
qatargermany2017‐media@goethe.de
www.goethe.de/qatargermany2017
SNAPCHAT: qatargermany17
FACEBOOK: deutschesaison.qatargermany2017
INSTAGRAM: ds_qatargermany2017

About Hamad Bin Khalifa University Press:
Hamad Bin Khalifa University Press (HBKU Press), launched its publishing program in 2010 as a
world‐class publishing house founded on international best practices, excellence and

innovation. HBKU Press strives to be a cornerstone of Qatar's knowledge‐based economy by
providing a unique local and international platform for literature, literacy, scholarship,
discovery and learning.
Headquartered in Doha, Qatar, HBKU Press publishes peer reviewed journals, monographs,
reference books, fiction and non‐fiction titles for adults and children. Aiming to promote the
love of reading and writing, HBKU Press is helping to establish a vibrant scholarly and literary
culture in Qatar and the Middle East.
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