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Onleihe eLibrary explained for foreign publishers 

 

The Goethe-Institut maintains reference libraries worldwide. Since 2011, the Goethe-

Institut has also offered loans of e-books. So far, e-books can be borrowed there 

mainly in German, but the Goethe-Institut would also like to offer users translations 

of German books in the local language. 

To lend e-books and other electronic media, the Goethe-Institut uses the Onleihe 

eLibrary. 

Onleihe is commercially distributed by divibib GmbH, a subsidiary of the ekz group. 

It is a lending system for electronic media that is used in Germany and in several 

other countries almost exclusively by many public libraries. 

The use and circulation system works as follows: 
1. Purchase of titles and provision through divibib 

a. The divibib contracts with the licensing publisher for the use of the e-book 

programme. 

For each use license re-sold by divibib, the publisher receives 

compensation on a quarterly basis. 
b. The licensing publisher provides divibib with an unprotected PDF of the e-book 

and EPUB data.  

c. Divibib furnishes the e-book with DRM protection and adds it to their media 

shop. 

d. The libraries, as customers of divibib, can acquire one or multiple licenses of e-

books in their online lending platform. For each license of e-books they pay a fee 

to divibib, which in turn settles with the licensing publisher (as described in 1a). 

The number of licenses for an e-book title that a library purchases specifies how 

many users this library can lend this title to and therefore how many can read it 

simultaneously. Each library can purchase as many licenses for your e-book title 

as it requires. 

 

2. Borrowing by library users 

a. Nature and duration of use 

When a library has purchased a license for their online lending platform, it can be 

borrowed by authorized library users and can be used on a PC or a mobile 

device. The loan period for e-books is usually two weeks; after the loan period, 

the e-book becomes unusable. 

b. The eLibrary in public libraries 

To borrow a title, a user must be registered with the respective library. Only 

residents registered in the respective city can register with a public library in 

Germany.  

c. The Goethe-Institut eLibrary  

As a rule, only persons who are residents of the country can register as users of 

the Goethe-Institut eLibrary. 
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The Goethe-Institut eLibrary is accessible to all users of the Goethe-Instituts 

abroad. If the Goethe-Institut has acquired, for instance, three licenses to use an 

e-book on its online lending platform, the e-book can be borrowed in all 

countries where the Goethe-Institut offers the eLibrary (see the Goethe-Institut 

website), but always only by three users simultaneously worldwide. 

The Goethe-Institut eLibrary can be found at: http://www.onleihe.de/goethe-institut/ 

(in English, French, Spanish, Turkish…) 

Website of divibib: http://www.onleihe.net/ (in German) 

At present, a few German books in English translation are available for loan in the 

eLibrary. We would like to expand this offer to other titles and languages and offer 

interested publishers abroad further information here. 
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