
 

Arbeitsblatt 4b: German Political Parties 
I. Five-Percent-Hurdle 

This year, more than 48 parties will participate in the German national elections. 
However, only parties that receive more than 5% of the votes will enter 
parliament. Why do you think this so-called five-percent-hurdle exists?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

II. The main political parties in the 2017 German elections 
Of all the parties participating in the elections, it is likely that only six will make 
it into the German parliament.  These are: 
 
 Die Union (CDU/CSU) 
 SPD 
 Die Linke 
 Bündnis ’90/ Die Grünen 
 FDP 
 AfD 

 
Find out more about the parties listed above.  Work together with a partner and 
choose one of these political parties you want to know more about. Make sure 
that each party is discussed in your class.  
 
Read the article on http://www.dw.com/en/what-you-need-to-know-about-
germanys-political-parties/a-38085900 to find information on the party you 
have chosen.  
 
1. What do the abbreviations in the name stand for? 

_________________________________________________________________________________  
 

2. Who is chairperson/who are the party’s chair people? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Summarize the most important topics and goals of this party in 5 keywords:  

A ________________________________________ 

B ________________________________________  

C ________________________________________  

D ________________________________________  

F ________________________________________  

http://www.dw.com/en/what-you-need-to-know-about-germanys-political-parties/a-38085900
http://www.dw.com/en/what-you-need-to-know-about-germanys-political-parties/a-38085900


 
 
 
 

III. Election posters 
Take a look at ‚your‘ party’s campaign posters 
on http://www.designtagebuch.de/die-plakate-zur-bundestagswahl-2017/ (you 
might need to scroll down of click forward to the second page. Choose one of the 
posters that in your eyes represents your chosen party best. 

 
1. What can you see on the poster?  

 
 
 
 

2. Which colors and images are used and to what end? 
 
 
 
 

3. What is the central political message? 
 
 
 
 

4. Which emotions does this poster evoke? 

 

 

 

5. Do you find the poster convincing? Why yes/no?  

 

 

Your election campaign 

Now create your own election slogan for the party you have chosen and design an election 
poster that expresses what the ‚party‘ stands for and what it wants to achieve. Present your 
poster to the class. 

Bonus: You can also make up short election speeches. Make sure your party’s political 
viewpoints and objectives clear to your audience. The election speeches should be no longer 
than two minutes. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.designtagebuch.de/die-plakate-zur-bundestagswahl-2017/

