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The photographer and one of the notorious doormen of the “world’s most famous club,” Sven Marquardt, tells the story of Berlin’s techno culture in his latest exhibit incorporating electronic music and
photography. At Pineapple Lab in Makati, he showcases his photographs from 80s East Berlin. Photos by SVEN MARQUARDT/GOETHE-INSTITUT PHILIPPINEN/FACEBOOK

Manila (CNN Philippines Life) — Lightning struck the walls of the infamous Berlin nightclub, Berghain, but instead of ﬂeeing, the people on the massive dance ﬂoor stripped naked,
and raved on. The air conditioner broke. The emergency lights went on. Nobody realized what was happening until the music stopped and the lights went o , according to eyewitness
reports from several music news sources. The club turned into a sauna ﬁlled with topless girls and boys, most of whom were earlier waiting in line outside the club for hours just to get
in. No matter how hot the place would get, they would stay. And they would stay long after the sun rises.
After all, Berghain is the “world’s most famous” club, as many would call it, with the strictest and most arbitrary door policy. The club’s atmosphere of freedom and hedonism, the toptier sound system, extensive opening hours (from Saturday midnight to Monday morning), and A-list techno DJs have drawn crowds from all walks of life. Tourists would fall in a long
line and brave the four-hour wait to see if they’re “worthy” of getting in. The decision on who gets in and who doesn’t falls on the club’s doormen, one of whom is photographer Sven
Marquardt. In all his interviews, he never reveals the criteria with which he picks the people who can get in. But he assures that there are no rules, and that it’s all subjective.
The subject of how to get in Berghain has been endlessly speculated about on the internet, and Marquardt has been asked the same question time and time again. And so it was
inevitable that the question was brought up during Marquardt’s artist talk at his exhibit opening at Pineapple Lab in Makati last Saturday. “This question is asked all over the world,”
says Marquardt through a translator, “but I can only answer it right at the door.”
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Sven Marquardt is a photographer and one of the doormen of the world-famous club, Berghain. Marquardt grew up in 80s East Berlin, when the zeitgeist thrived in an atmosphere of anarchy and opposition, giving birth to the
underground punk and new wave scene, as well as techno culture. Photo by OLE WESTERMANN

Before working for Berghain, Marquardt had been a photographer for 30 years since the 80s, during the beginnings of the underground punk and new wave scene in East Berlin,
where he grew up. Techno music was born after the fall of communism in East Germany, and Marquardt witnessed it all. When the Berlin Wall fell in 1989, unused plots of land and
abandoned warehouses were turned into nomadic clubs and gay bars. Subcultures of anarchy and opposition occupied these spaces, and Marquardt, along with his contemporaries,
immortalized the people behind it through photographs. Marquardt travelled to Manila to showcase these photos in the exhibit “Club Berlin: Electronic Music and Photography,” at
Pineapple Lab in Makati.
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Marquardt used to work as a photographer for "Sibylle," an East German fashion magazine, which inﬂuenced his style in portraiture, evident in his later personal works. Photo from PINEAPPLE LAB/FACEBOOK

The exhibit also featured photos by Martin Eberle, who documented Berlin’s 90s club culture through images of previously empty and run-down spaces converted into improvised
clubs and cellar bars. The photographs come from Eberle’s book, “Temporary Spaces,” which shows examples of the nomadic club culture between 1996 and 2001. Surrounding
these photos in the exhibit were SoundTube ampliﬁers, speakers designed in the form of ceiling lamps, gently blasting music by some of Berlin’s most promising DJs.
The black-and-white photographs of Marquardt were displayed in a slide projection installation integrated with a soundtrack mixed by Berghain resident DJ Marcel Dettmann. In
another room, the coziness of a Berlin club is simulated with leather couches and waiters serving drinks and appetizers in glass jars, complete with footages from Berlin DJs’ Boiler
Room performances projected on a white wall.
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“Club Berlin: Electronic Music and Photography” featured works by Sven Marquardt, Marcel Dettmann, Martin Eberle, and several of Berlin's most promising DJs. Photo from GOETHE-INSTITUT/WEBSITE
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The Berlin techno simulation environment in Pineapple Lab is just the tip of the iceberg of the city’s rich and invigorating club culture. In Marquardt’s artist talk during the exhibit
opening, he says that “Berlin possesses a very strong energy.” He looks at the young people in the audience and tells them “the new generation would be interested to come to this
country,” and to live in the city. “When I see other cities, with the little bit of what I saw in Manila, I think, ‘Wow, there are thousands of things happening; what’s Berlin?’” says
Marquardt. “Berlin to me, becomes very small. And [not to completely overestimate] but of course in Berlin, the culture and the tolerance of the people are very strong. Maybe in other
cities, and countries, it does not exist in that way, but of course, I don’t learn this in a very short period of time. I understand you feel you need places which have more freedom and
more tolerance.”
With the occasional fetish nights and the extensive party hours, the stamina and tolerance of Berghain’s people are immeasurable compared to that of other cities’ club cultures. That
night when lighting struck the club was a Sunday night, just last weekend. Sunday nights in Berghain are still full house, mostly with the Berliners, who are annoyed with the legion of
tourists, and therefore arrive after Saturday night primetime. “This is why these people choose to celebrate on Sundays,” says Marquardt. “But I also think Sunday is great.”

Berghain resident DJ Marcel Dettmann asked Marquardt if he wanted to make a project with him. "His music and my pictures, let’s do it together," says Marquardt. "And I made the selection for this project. These are pictures of
bouncers, DJs, portraits of friends. They look very innocent here." Photo by GOETHE-INSTITUT

With the tourists comes the gradual gentriﬁcation of Berlin, which the city struggles to deal with in terms of upholding its anti-capitalist and anarchic nature through the maintenance
of its subcultures. Marquardt says that “Berlin is piece by piece becoming a metropolitan capital,” and that it has positive and negative e ects. “[People say there are] too many
tourists but the city beneﬁts from that. [But] of course, the town loses to some extent. It loses venues of subculture [but] I think it’s very important that they remain [until today].”
Berghain plays a huge role in maintaining the integrity of its underground club culture as well as those around it despite the overwhelming media and tourist attention it gets.
The door policy is there to regulate the inﬂux of tourists and keep out anyone who may cause trouble. “We, with our door policy, have a protective role, for those people who want to
feel free, and not [have] ﬁngers pointed at them, [for their] skin color, sexual orientation,” he says. “It’s kind of a [harsh] process to look at people like an object and think, does it ﬁt or
does it not ﬁt? And of course, not all decisions are always right. But we have to protect these places ... We have a responsibility.”
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Most of the photos in Sven Marquardt's installation are from 80s East Berlin. The rest were taken in 2012. Photo by GOETHE-INSTITUT

“Some journalists asked me some years ago, what happens if you bring up underground subculture to the surface?” Marquardt recalls. “Of course, things are changing but there are
always ideas of how to continue. Two weeks ago, I was in Ibiza for an exhibition. Ibiza has a lot of presence, and sure it is a completely commercial place, but still there are people who
have a vision to change things and create venues, places for a bit more autonomous club culture,” Marquardt says. “As long as there’s kind of a counterculture, even if it starts very
small, everything is ﬁne.”
***

“Club Berlin: Electronic Music and Photography” will run until Sept. 23 at Pineapple Lab, 6071 R. Palma Street, Poblacion, Makati.

***
ERRATUM: An earlier version of this article erroneously indicated Sven Marquardt as the head doorman of Berghain. Marquardt is not the head and is part of a big team of doormen.
He and the team decide on who enters the club. This article also previously mentioned a "three-day marathon" of partying at Berghain. There is no three-day marathon partying as the
club opens Friday until Saturday midday, and is closed until Saturday midnight, to be opened again until Monday morning. CNN Philippines Life has revised the article to correct these
errors.
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