Press Release

Germany is Guest of Honour of 28th Doha International Book Fair
Doha, Qatar; 29 November, 2017: The German Embassy Doha and the GoetheInstitut Gulf Region cooperate with the Ministry of Culture and Sports to inform the
audience of the Qatari capital on the German book market and present selected
books in German, English and Arabic at the Qatar Germany 2017 Pavilion. Beside
the Qatar Germany 2017 Pavilion various talks and presentations will take place as
part of a varied program offered by the German institutions.
Together with its partners Hamad Bin Khalifa University Press and the Qatar National Library,
the Goethe-Institut has previously organized two workshops for aspiring authors and
illustrators of children’s books from Qatar. During the workshops, which took place over the
course of a week, renowned German author and illustrator Ute Krause worked with authors
on how to develop story lines and characters. She also worked with illustrators on how to
depict these stories in a beautiful and playful manner. Hamad Bin Khalifa University Press,
the Qatar National Library and the Goethe-Institut are pleased to launch the Qatari
children’s book “Ashgar Al Hawaa,” authored by Dr. Jabr Al Noaimi and illustrated
by Mahesh Kumar as part of these workshops in a panel discussion at the Cultural
Activity Pavilion on 29 November 2017, 5 pm. Dr. Jabr Al Noaimi, Mahesh Kumar and
Ute Krause will talk with Jameela Al Jassem from Hamad Bin Khalifa University Press on how
they worked on their book project and what it takes to develop a flourishing idea into a printed
and published book. The panel will be moderated by Ahmed Al Malki of the Qatar National
Library. It will be followed by a book reading and signing by Dr. Jabr Al Noaimi at the Hamad
Bin Khalifa University Press exhibition booth.
On the same day at 7 pm renowned German children book author and illustrator Ute
Krause will be in conversation with TV presenter Crystal Tannoury. Ute Krause who has
written over 20 children books and illustrated more than 400 children books will talk about
her work as an author and illustrator. Several of her books have been translated into Arabic
and are published and widely available in the Arab world. One of her books will be read in
Arabic to school classes every morning at 9 am on the weekdays of the book fair. Renowned
Qatari story teller Ebrahim Al Bishri will furthermore offer a story telling session for
families who visit the book fair with their kids on Saturday, 2 December 2017 at 9 am. All
story telling sessions take place at the Qatar Germany 2017 Pavilion.
Renowned German writer, translator from Arabic to German and literary critic Stefan
Weidner will present his latest publication “Anti-Pegida” which is available in Arabic
through the Fair Foundation in Katara at the Cultural Activity Pavilion on 30 November 2017
at 8 pm. In conversation with TV presenter Crystal Tannoury he will talk about his work as
an author and translator for Arabic authors into German. Besides this talk he will also give a
lecture at the same location on 2 December 2017 at 8 pm on the “Cultural Impact of
Arab Authors in Germany”.
German manga artist Inga Steinmetz will talk at the Cultural Activity Pavilion on 2
December 2017 at 7 pm about recent tendencies in the German manga and comic scene
and explain how she started her career as manga artist. Based on her latest manga she will
talk about what inspires her, how she starts working on a new manga and what are the steps
to follow from the first idea to the finalized book. Furthermore she will give workshops for

school classes on 30 November and 3 December at 11 am and a workshop for teenagers
that visit the book fair with their families on Saturday, 2 December 2017, at 4 pm. All
workshops will take place at the Qatar Germany 2017 Pavilion. Inga Steinmetz also offers to
draw visitors of the book fair as a manga character on three days: 29 November 2017 at 10
am, 1 December 2017 at 4:30 pm and on 2 December 2017 at 3 pm. These manga portrait
sessions also take place at the Qatar Germany 2017 Pavilion.
And Palestinian-Syrian publisher Samar Haddad (Atlas Publishing) will visit the Doha
International Book Fair to talk about publishing German books in Arabic on 3 December
2017 at 7 pm and read on 4 December 2017 at 7 pm from two German books that have
been recently translated and published – “Qatna” and “Hoppe”. Both events take place at
the Cultural Activity Pavilion and will be in Arabic. The book reading will be in Arabic and
German.
The Doha International Book Fair takes place at the Doha Exhibition & Convention Centre
from 29 November to 5 December 2017. The fair opens daily from 9 am to 9 pm, except on
Thursday, 30 November 2017 when it opens from 9 am to 10 pm and on Friday, 1 December
2017, when it opens from 4 pm to 10 pm. All events organized by the German Embassy and
the Goethe-Institut are free of charge and open to the public.
Qatar Germany 2017 Year of Culture is a yearlong program designed to deepen understanding
between nations through the mutual exchange of arts, culture, heritage and sports, developed
by Qatar Museums in partnership with the Goethe-Institut Gulf Region, the German Embassy
in Doha and the Embassy of Qatar in Germany.
-ENDAbout The Goethe-Institut:
The Goethe-Institut is a worldwide organization working to promote German language and
culture. With a network of 159 institutes in 98 countries around the world and 12 institutes
in Germany, the Goethe-Institut acts on behalf of the German Government to implement its
cultural relations policy. The Goethe-Institut Gulf Region offers German language courses
and organizes cultural events in the Gulf region. Together with the Embassy of the Federal
Republic of Germany the Goethe-Institut Gulf Region arranges the programs of Qatar
Germany Year of Culture 2017.
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About Qatar Museums:
Qatar Museums (QM) connects the museums, cultural institutions and heritage sites in Qatar
and creates the conditions for them to thrive and flourish. It centralises resources and
provides a comprehensive organisation for the development of museums and cultural
projects, with a long-term ambition of creating a strong and sustainable cultural infrastructure
for Qatar.

Under the patronage of His Highness the Emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, and led by
its Chairperson, Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, QM is
consolidating Qatar’s efforts to become a vibrant centre for the arts, culture and education,
in the Middle East and beyond. Since its foundation in 2005, QM has overseen the
development of the Museum of Islamic Art (MIA), Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art, and
the Al Zubarah World Heritage Site Visitor Centre. QM also manages the QM Gallery at Katara
Cultural Village, QM Gallery AL RIWAQ and the Fire Station: Artists in Residence. Future
projects include the launch of the highly anticipated National Museum of Qatar and the 3-2-1
Qatar Olympic and Sports Museum. QM is committed to instigating Qatar’s future generation
of arts, heritage and museum professionals. At its core is a commitment to nurturing artistic
talent, creating opportunities and developing the skills to service Qatar’s emerging art
economy. By means of a multifaceted program and public art initiatives, QM seeks to push
the boundaries of the traditional museum model, and create cultural experiences that spill
out onto the streets and seek to involve a wide audience. Through a strong emphasis on
originating art and culture from within and fostering a spirit of national participation, QM is
helping Qatar find its own distinctive voice in today’s global cultural debates.

