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Please note: Due to the not always accessible sources, the quotation below may vary
from the one read in the video.

“Therefore, since machinery in itself shortens the hours of labour, but when employed
by capital it lengthens them; since in itself it lightens labour, but when employed by
capital it heightens its intensity; since in itself it is a victory of man over the forces of
nature but in the hands of capital it makes man the slave of those forces; since in
itself it increases the wealth of the producers, but in the hands of capital it makes
them into paupers, the bourgeois economist simply states that the contemplation of
machinery in itself demonstrates with exactitude that all these evident contradictions
are a mere semblance, present in everyday reality, but not existing in themselves, and
therefore having no theoretical existence either. Thus he manages to avoid racking his
brains any more, and in addition implies that his opponent is guilty of the stupidity of
contending, not against the capitalist application of machinery, but against machinery
itself.”

(Capital, Vol. 1, Chapter XV)
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