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Please note: Due to the not always accessible sources, the quotation below may vary 

from the one read in the video. 

 

“The bourgeoisie, wherever it has got the upper hand, has put an end to all feudal, 

patriarchal, idyllic relations. It has pitilessly torn asunder the motley feudal ties that 

bound man to his "natural superiors", and has left no other nexus between man and 

man than naked self-interest, than callous "cash payment". It has drowned out the 

most heavenly ecstasies of religious fervour, of chivalrous enthusiasm, of philistine 

sentimentalism, in the icy water of egotistical calculation. It has resolved personal 

worth into exchange value, and in place of the numberless indefeasible chartered 

freedoms, has set up that single, unconscionable freedom — Free Trade. […] 

 

The bourgeoisie cannot exist without constantly revolutionizing the instruments of 

production, and thereby the relations of production, and with them the whole 

relations of society. […] Constant revolutionizing of production, uninterrupted 

disturbance of all social conditions, everlasting uncertainty and agitation distinguish 

the bourgeois epoch from all earlier ones. […] All that is solid melts into air, all that is 

holy is profaned, and man is at last compelled to face with sober senses his real 

condition of life and his relations with his kind. 

The need of a constantly expanding market for its products chases the bourgeoisie 

over the whole surface of the globe. It must nestle everywhere, settle everywhere, 

establish connections everywhere.” 

 

(The Communist Manifesto, Chapter I, pp. 6-8, Millennium Publications, 2017.) 

 
 


