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Please note: Due to the not always accessible sources, the quotation below may vary
from the one read in the video.

“A commodity appears, at first sight, a very trivial thing, and easily understood. Its
analysis shows that it is, in reality, a very queer thing, abounding in metaphysical
subtleties and theological niceties. So far as it is a value in use, there is nothing
mysterious about it, whether we consider it from the point of view that by its
properties it is capable of satisfying human wants, or from the point that those
properties are the product of human labour. It is as clear as noon-day, that man, by
his industry, changes the forms of the materials furnished by Nature, in such a way as
to make them useful to him. The form of wood, for instance, is altered, by making a
table out of it. Yet, for all that, the table continues to be that common, every-day
thing, wood. But, so soon as it steps forth as a commodity, it is changed into
something transcendent. It not only stands with its feet on the ground, but, in relation
to all other commaodities, it stands on its head, and evolves out of its wooden brain
grotesque ideas, far more wonderful than “table-turning” ever was.”

(Capital, Vol. 1, Chapter I)

https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1867-c1/ch01.htm
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