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Please note: Due to the not always accessible sources, the quotation below may vary 

from the one read in the video. 

 

“The bourgeoisie, wherever it has got the upper hand, has put an end to all feudal, 

patriarchal, idyllic relations. It has pitilessly torn asunder the motley feudal ties that 

bound man to his “natural superiors”, and has left remaining no other nexus between 

man and man than naked self-interest, than callous “cash payment”. It has drowned 

the most heavenly ecstasies of religious fervour, of chivalrous enthusiasm, of 

philistine sentimentalism, in the icy water of egotistical calculation. It has resolved 

personal worth into exchange value, and in place of the numberless indefeasible 

chartered freedoms, has set up that single, unconscionable freedom — Free Trade. In 

one word, for exploitation, veiled by religious and political illusions, it has substituted 

naked, shameless, direct, brutal exploitation. […] 

 

The need of a constantly expanding market for its products chases the bourgeoisie 

over the whole surface of the globe. It must nestle everywhere, settle everywhere, 

establish connexions everywhere. 

 

The bourgeoisie has through its exploitation of the world market given a cosmopolitan 

character to production and consumption in every country. To the great chagrin of 

Reactionists, it has drawn from under the feet of industry the national ground on 

which it stood. All old-established national industries have been destroyed or are 

daily being destroyed. They are dislodged by new industries, whose introduction 

becomes a life and death question for all civilised nations, by industries that no longer 

work up indigenous raw material, but raw material drawn from the remotest zones; 

industries whose products are consumed, not only at home, but in every quarter of 

the globe.” 

 

(The Communist Manifesto, Chapter I, pp. 6-8, Millennium Publications, 2017.) 

 

 

 
 


