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Please note: Due to the not always accessible sources, the quotation below may vary 

from the one read in the video. 

 

“Capital that has such good reasons for denying the sufferings of the legions of 

workers that surround it, is in practice moved as much and as little by the sight of the 

coming degradation and final depopulation of the human race, as by the probable fall 

of the earth into the sun. In every stockjobbing swindle every one knows that some 

time or other the crash must come, but every one hopes that it may fall on the head 

of his neighbour, after he himself has caught the shower of gold and placed it in 

safety. Après moi le déluge! [After me, the flood] is the watchword of every capitalist 

and of every capitalist nation. Hence Capital is reckless of the health or length of life 

of the labourer, unless under compulsion from society. To the out-cry as to the 

physical and mental degradation, the premature death, the torture of over-work, it 

answers: Ought these to trouble us since they increase our profits? But looking at 

things as a whole, all this does not, indeed, depend on the good or ill will of the 

individual capitalist. Free competition brings out the inherent laws of capitalist 

production, in the shape of external coercive laws having power over every individual 

capitalist. 

The establishment of a normal working day is the result of centuries of struggle 

between capitalist and labourer.”  

 

(Capital, Vol. 1, Chapter 10) 

 

https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/Capital-Volume-I.pdf  
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