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Gener al

Unknown
• Scribble, jumper, 1979, designed 

by artwork (Jane Foster and Patrick 
Gottelier), knitted by Mrs. Trice 

Photograph, 1985

Unknown
• amphitheatre at Muyu-Uray (Peru)
Photograph, 1931
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Charles Thurston Thompson 
(photograph), richard redgrave 
(annotations)
• Cracks in the painting The Last 

Supper by Benjamin West
Photograph, 1860

Thompson was the first official pho
tographer of the South Kensing ton 
Museum, now the V&A, Redgrave  
the first Keeper of Paintings.

Unknown
• Portrait of a woman 
Photograph 

This portrait comes from a set of 
portraits, probably reprinted from 
earlier negatives loaned to the  
V&A. The sitters and the reason for 
collecting them are unknown.

Benjamin Stone
• Graveyard of the newgate Prison 
Photograph, 1902

Stone or one of his stable of pho
tographers took this photograph for 
the National Photographic Record 
and Survey before the demolition  
of the prison.

Move
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Unknown
• Portrait of a woman 
Photograph

Unknown
• Portrait of a boy
Photograph

These portraits come from a set of 
portraits, probably reprinted from 
earlier negatives loaned to the  
V&A. The sitters and the reason for 
collecting them are unknown.

Unknown
• Cumulus cloud
Mounted photograph with crop marks 
and annotations

Hold yoUr 
 BreaTH
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Unknown
• Wave breaking on the shore
Photograph

Unknown
• Dogs (Setters)
Photograph

These photographs were collected  
as studies for artists.

leave  BeHind
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William G. Gibbons
• Four column street lamps
Photographs, 1958

Gibbons, an amateur historian, 
photographed the preelectric street 
lamps of his hometown Leamington 
Spa in 1958, probably to document 
them before they were replaced  
by electric lamps. Gibbons gave a 
selection of his prints to the V&A  
in 1965. His plan to publish a book 
on the preelectric street lights  
of Leamington was never realised. 

UnConSCioUS
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rex Wailes
• Windmill of the 17th century in Brill 
(Buckinghamshire)
Photograph, 1929

rex Wailes
• Preston’s mill in Seaton Ross 
(Yorkshire)
Photograph, 1927

rex Wailes
• Windmill in Rye (Sussex)
Photograph, 1928

rex Wailes
• Windmill in Banham (Norfolk)
Photograph, 1926

Wailes, an engineer, historian and 
expert on windmills, started to 
document English windmills in 1923, 
at a time when many of them were 
going out of use. Some of his pho
tographs show mills that are already 
abandoned and detoriated.

releaSe
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rex Wailes
• Gristmill in Palling (Norfolk)
Photograph, 1927

Wailes, an engineer, historian and 
expert on windmills, started to 
document English windmills in 1923, 
at a time when many of them were 
going out of use. Wailes gave a 
selection of his prints to the V&A in 
1931, and went on to publish several 
highly regarded books on windmills, 
most notably Windmills in england, 
1948.

Unknown
• Bird in flight
Photograph

isabel agnes Cowper
• Intersection of two cones in plane 

curves
Photograph

Cowper, the second official pho
tographer of the South Kensington 
Museum, now the V&A, photo
graphed a series of mathematical 
models made for the museum  
in 1872, by Fabre de Lagrange,  
a model maker from Paris.  
The models are now kept by the 
Science Museum.

reMeMBer
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isabel agnes Cowper
• Hyperbolic paraboloids, intersecting 

in three right lines
Photograph

isabel agnes Cowper
• Intersection of two cylinders of 

different sizes
Photograph

isabel agnes Cowper
• A Conoid
Photograph

These mathematical models were 
made by Fabre de Lagrange for the 
South Kensington Museum, now the 
V&A, in 1872. Models likes these 
were not only used for education, 
they were also a source of inspiration 
for artists, and as such exhibited in 
1936 at the exposition Surréaliste 
d’objets in Paris. 

reMoTe
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Adolphe Bilordeaux
• Main drapée, sculpture of a hand 

with fabric sleeve
Photograph, 1864 

This photograph was created as 
study material for drawing lessons. 

Unknown
• A Figure with Strings, sculpture by 

Henry Moore (1939)
Photograph 

Moore once said he was inspired for 
his series of sculptures by the strings 
of the mathematical models at the 
Science Museum.

Unknown
• Four Japanese tsuba (hand-guards 

for swords)
Photographs

coMPlete
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T. a. Treuter
• Helianthus – Sonnenrose (sunflower), 

plant study
Collotype, 1899

naSa
• aerial view of an unknown landscape
Photograph

Unknown
• Portrait of a young man
Photograph 

This portrait comes from a set of 
portraits, probably reprinted from 
earlier negatives loaned to the  
V&A. The sitters and the reason for 
collecting them are unknown.

CoPy
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Unknown
• Plaster cast of a sculpture of a lion’s 

head
Photographs

The original sculpture is in the 
Vatican, Rome. 

deCiPHer
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Unknown
• Woven fabric with floral ornament
Photograph

U.S. navy
• Unknown landscape
Photograph, 1970

naSa
• aerial view of an unknown landscape
Photograph

SHadoW



The Cabinets

Prince Consort’s Gallery of the V&A, 18–23 September 2016

Today’s images are, for the most part, electronic data. Accord ing 
to their ‘tags’, they can be rearranged, reorganised and reor-
dered in no time at all.
 In this installation, Helmut Völter has revived an era when 
images were physical objects that had to be filed according to 
strict categories. He has re-purposed elegant mahogany cabi-
nets which were built in the 1950s to house parts of the V&A’s  
textiles archive. 13 cabinets display facsimile prints of photo-
graphs from the V&A’s collection. The images criss-cross genres, 
styles and eras. They are bound together by the fact that they 
were not collected by the museum as art, but as documentation 
or learning material. 
 The categories’ titles are not descriptions of themes or motifs, 
but abstract terms relating to photography and the photographic 
archive: handling photographs (Frame, Copy), looking at photo-
graphs (Compare, Decipher), reacting to photographs (Remem-
ber, Unconcious), etc. Not only the 13 open cabinets, but all 102 
cabinets of the Gallery are numbered and titled.

Helmut Völter is an artist and graphic designer from Berlin. In 
2016, Völter was the Goethe V&A Photography Resident.
 Many of the photographs on display are part of ongoing 
research into photographs collected by the National Art Library 
between 1853 and 1977, an endeavour led by Ella Ravilious, 
curator in the museum’s Word & Image department. 
 The installation was made with the help of Lanre Akinwunmi, 
Laura Carderera, George Eksts, Ella Ravilious, Vivien Sadeghi, 
Kate Quinlan and the Goethe-Institut London.

1
DoUble

2
CAlCUl ATe

3
eR ASe

4
SePAR ATe

5
DIVIDe

6
Follow

98
omIT

97
STeP bACk

96
mIGR ATe

95
ToPPle

94
AUTHoRIze

93
eNCRyPT



CirCumsCribe

unknown
• Figure
Drawing on the back of an etching

unknown
• Two portraits
Drawing on the back of a photograph

unknown
• Ahhhhhh
Drawing on the back of a rebus card 

unknown
• Crossed out notes
Notes and drawing on the back of an 
architectural drawing

40

These drawings were discovered and digitised by 
V&A  Photographer George Eksts, who found them  
on the back of  various objects in the V&A Collection.


