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PRESSRELEASE 

GOETHE-INSTITUT PRESENTS PROGRAM FOR 
KULTURSYMPOSIUM WEIMAR 2019  
 
Across the ages and cultures, humankind has been forced to navigate 
unfamiliar terrain, to master unexpected challenges and to develop 
responses to new situations. But how can this be successful in an 
increasingly complex world where technological possibilities seem endless 
and orientation is more difficult than ever before? In an event entitled 
Recalculating the Route, Goethe-Institut will pose this question from 19–21 
June 2019 at the second Kultursymposium Weimar with around 300 
participants from around the world. This year’s program was unveiled at a 
press conference in Weimar on 8 May.  
 
As Goethe-Institut’s Secretary General Johannes Ebert declared at the press 
conference: “This year’s Kultursymposium Weimar takes up social 
transformations of our period and places them in a cultural, economic, and 
political context. For three days, current artistic and academic approaches to 
the future will be discussed in a creative festival atmosphere. Perspectives 
from abroad are especially central for us at the Goethe-Institute, so I am 
pleased that numerous experts from our worldwide network will be coming to 
Weimar to discuss – amongst themselves and with the audience – these urgent 
issues.” 
 
Daniel Göpfert, project director of Kultursymposium Weimar, then offered 
insights into the program. Japanese artist Mari Matsutoya, who will participate 
in the Kultursymposium, spoke about her work Still Be Here, in which she 
explores the dynamics between a virtual pop idol and his fans in Japan.  
 
Over seventy guests from around the world working in the realms of culture, 
economics, the sciences and the humanities, journalism, the media, and 
politics will explore the conference’s subject from various perspectives that 
are  brought together in an interdisciplinary program of lectures, discussions, 
participative conversational formats, and artistic interventions. The more than 
fifty events will take place over three days at eight different locations in 
Weimar. The main venue for Kultursymposium 2019 will be Weimar’s E-Werk. 
Perspectives from various cultures were explored in the run-up to the 
conference at twelve events, organized through the Goethe-Institut’s 
worldwide network.  
 
The program consists of four emphases that will also be the focus of the 
conference:  
ORIENT//IERUNG – How are we losing the overview in an increasingly 
complex world? AUTO//NOMIE – How do we remain authors of our lives in the 
face of rapid technological change?  RE//GRESSION – World politics in reverse: 
are we experiencing a radical political transformation? DIGI//NOMICS – How 
will the economy of tomorrow and beyond tick?   
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Keynote and Lectures 
The keynote opening the conference will be held by Anab Jain from the U.K., a 
futurist and the founder of the experimental design company Superflux 
(Weimarhalle, 19 June, 5 pm). Her talk will be followed by a discussion with 
the Kenyan political scientist Nanira Sambuli and Immanuel Hermreck, chief 
human resources officer of the Bertelsmann media corporation, on the central 
questions of the conference. The three-day conference will feature many other 
lectures: John Huth, Harvard professor for physics and navigation expert, will 
speak on the lost art of orientation, while Toby Walsh, Australian expert for 
artificial intelligence, will provide us a glimpse of the year 2062. In her lecture 
“Disruptive Shocks, Global Platforms, and New Monopolies,” the American 
economist and writer Denise Hearn will explore the economic transformation 
in the twenty-first century.  
 
Discussion and Dialogue 
At discussion events, the four main themes will be explored from various 
perspective: For example, the author and writer Panashe Chigumadzi 
(Zimbabwe), Assaf Gavron (Israel), Hao Jingfang (China) and Julia von 
Lucadou (Germany) will discuss the feeling of being lost in literature (E-Werk, 
20 June). On the panel “When States Collect Data,” the expert for e-
Government Katrin Nyman-Metcalf from Estonia will discuss the issues with 
legal consultant Usha Ramanathan from India and sinologist Rogier Creemers 
from the Netherlands (E-Werk, 20 June). Essayist Pankaj Mishra (India) will 
present a talk entitled “Welcome to the Age of Rage” and will discuss these 
issues with Turkish constitutional lawyer Ece Göztepe. French political 
scientist Emile Chabal will present a lecture entitled “R.I.P. Democracy. How 
Do Democracies Die?” (Audimax, 20 June). Entrepreneur Sarah Chen 
(USA/Malaysia), the Internet activist Nanjira Sambuli (Kenya), the artist Elena 
Knox (Australia) and Hiltrud Werner (Germany), member of the board at 
Volkswagen, will exchange ideas on gender and technology (E-Werk, 20 June). 
In addition to other discursive events, at Future Lab, an open discussion 
format, visitors attending the conference will have an opportunity to enter 
into direct dialogue with eight experts from the four major areas.  
 
Artistic Interventions 
A series of art and culture events will round out the program:  artist duo Lotte 
Effinger and Marco Buetikofer (Germany/Switzerland) and photographer Julia 
Steinigeweg (Germany) will present their current works for the first time at 
Galerie Eigenheim (opening 18 June, 7pm). The Taiwanese choreographer 
Huang Yi will present a dance performance combining human dancers with a 
robot (E-Werk, 20 June, 7 pm). The interactive lecture performance True You 
(we know how you feel) by doublelucky (Deutschland) will premiere on 21 
June at 11:30 am at E-Werk. The artist collective Most Mechanics Are Crooks 
(Greece) will engage in his performative work Semblance in Post-Digital Times 
with self-staging in the digital media.  (E-Werk, 19 June, 9 pm). 
 



 
Kultursymposium Weimar  
Kultursymposium Weimar is an event series of Goethe-Institut in which 
international representatives of various disciplines explore subjects in an 
interdisciplinary program of lectures, discussions, participatory formats, and 
artistic interventions. The first Kultursymposium Weimar was held in 2016 
with the title “The Sharing Game – Exchange in Culture and Society.”  
 
For more information on Kultursymposium Weimar 2019: 
www.goethe.de/kultursymposium   
 
Tickets are available at: 
www.goethe.de/kultursymposium/tickets 
Use the code WEIMAR#KSWE to secure a 20 percent discount on all purchases 
before 21 May! 
 
The press kit is available for download at: 
www.goethe.de/pressemappen 
 
Images are available for downlad at the “Bilderservice”: 
www.goethe.de/presse 
 
Requests for Interviews and press accreditation: 
PR-Netzwerk | Annette Schäfer, presse@pr-netzwerk.net 
 
Kultursymposium Weimar is made possible with the support of the following 
companies of Goethe-Institut’s corporate advisory board: Bertelsmann (premium 
partner), Volkswagen (mobility partner and sponsor), Lufthansa Group, Siemens 
AG, TRUMPF and WÜRTH. BMW Group, BASF SE und Continental AG are also 
supporters of the event; our media partners are 3sat, Deutschlandfunk Kultur 
and brand eins. 
 
Program partners for Kultursymposium Weimar 2019 are Bauhaus-Universität 
Weimar, Deutsche Nationaltheater Weimar, Galerie Eigenheim, Klassik Stiftung 
Weimar, Lichthaus Kino, Stadtverwaltung Weimar, congress centrum 
Weimarhalle, and the study program Kulturmanagement, Hochschule für Musik 
Franz Liszt.  
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