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FILM SERIES
60 GERMAN FILMABENDE 1960-2020

thIn 2020, Goethe-Institut Chennai celebrates its 60  Anniversary  and to commemorate this occasion, Helmut Schippert, 

Director of Goethe-Institut Chennai, has curated a series of 60 German films from 1960 - 2020 that have particularly 

appealed to him and that have an important relevance to the history of German films. These 60 films will be featured as 

60 GERMAN FILMABENDE 1960-2020 for Chennai film buffs. Films by renowned directors such as Frank Beyer, Konrad Wolf, 

Alexander Kluge, Rainer Werner Fassbinder, Margarethe von Trotta, Werner Herzog, Volker Schlöndorff, Wim Wenders and many others 

will be featured and the screenings are scheduled almost every Friday and on certain Saturdays throughout the year in 2020.

SCREENINGS @ 7.00 pm | Goethe-Institut Auditorium

Paula, a single mother, falls in love with the political functionary 

Paul. Paul isn’t happy with his private life either. He knows his wife 

is cheating on him. Paula wants her new happiness by any means. 

At first, Paul is fearful and hesitant, until he realises that he may 

have found the love of his life. THE LEGEND OF PAUL AND PAULA 

is an enchanting plea for the right to individual happiness, even in 

a socialist state. The film was a huge success in the then German 

Democratic Republic.
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6.3.2020
Yella

Dir.: Christian Petzold | 2007 | 88 min.

7.3.2020
Die Legende von Paul und Paula / The Legend of Paul and Paula

Dir.: Heiner Carow | 1972 | 106 min.

Yella leaves. She longs for the future. She wants to leave the life 

she has led up until now behind her. On her travels she meets a 

man working in the venture capital world. Yella proves herself as 

his assistant. But time and again fragments of her past force their 

way into her new life.
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The tale of two lost souls, torn between desperation and an intense 

longing for hope, in which twenty year-old Sibel, desperate to 

escape the suffocating traditional discipline of her family, 

convinces the disillusioned alcoholic Cahit to marry her.
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13.3.2020
Out of Rosenheim /  Bagdad Cafe

Dir.: Percy Adlon | 1987 | 108 min.

14.3.2020
Gegen die Wand / Head-On

Dir.: Fatih Akin | 2004 | 121 min.

After a domestic dispute, Bavarian businesswoman Jasmin 

Münchgstettner is stranded alone in the Mojave Desert. She enters 

the Bagdad Café, a shabby motel with a café and gas station. 

Brenda, an endless nag, rules supreme here. It’s also home to 

Brenda's son and his offspring, her provocative daughter Phyllis, a 

mysterious tattoo artist and a set-painter from Hollywood, Rudi 

Cox. Rudi paints an oil portrait of Jasmin in progressive levels of 

undress. 

Jasmine gradually wins Brenda’s trust and refurbishes the business. 

Using tricks from an old magic kit, the two women eventually 

become an insider’s tip for those in the area. A gentle film about 

the friendship between two women from completely different 

worlds.
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16.3. – 29.3.2020

Goethe-Institut / Max Mueller Bhavan Chennai

The year 2020 marks the end of a decade and brings 

with it the need to not just look back, but also to consider 

the very act of looking itself. From intense and complex 

political turmoil the world over to devastating climatic 

developments, performance practice finds itself charged 

with the need to unravel the assumptions of what the word 

practice means today. 

If we were to consider the act of looking back as practice, can the 

act of looking at be a way to acknowledge the shifting ground 

under what has constituted the role of the arts in different societies?

March Dance 2020 in its fourth edition raises the question and from a 

range of differing perspectives challenges our understanding of the 

word performance while promoting enquiry into the creative process as 

a whole.
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16-20 Mon-Fri 6-9 pm Maarten Visser, Pravin Kannanur | Workshop | Improvisation Auditorium

21 Sat 7 pm Ho Rui An | Lecture Performance followed by conversation | Auditorium

Tropicopolitan Objects

22 Sun 3 pm Padmini Chettur, Aveek Sen | Performance followed by Auditorium

conversation | Philosophical Enactment 1

23-25 Mon-Wed 6-9 pm Maarten Visser, Pravin Kannanur | Workshop | Improvisation Auditorium

26 Thu 5 pm Maarten Visser, Pravin Kannanur | Conversation Library

7 pm Participants of the Improvisation Workshop | Sharing Auditorium

27 Fri 5 pm Surjit Nongmeikapam | Conversation Library

7 pm Poorna Swami | Performance | The Long and Short of It Auditorium

28 Sat 5 pm Poorna Swami | Conversation Library

7 pm Daniel Kok | Presentation | The Dramaturgy of Production Auditorium

29 Sun 7 pm Surjit Nongmeikapam | Performance | To Auditorium

March Dance 2020 - Schedule
in collaboration with Basement 21 

supported by Dance Nucleus Singapore 

Date Day Time Event Venue
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March Dance 2020
in collaboration with Basement 21 

supported by Dance Nucleus Singapore 

21.3.2020 | 7.00 pm | Goethe-Institut Auditorium

In 'Tropicopolitan Objects', a lecture performance, the tropes 

of Empire melt away in the sweltering heat of the tropics. 

Drawing upon Srinivas Aravamudan’s concept of the 

“Tropicopolitan”, which reads the colonised subjects living in 

the tropics as both fleshy bodies in time and space and fictive 

tropes constructed by the colonial project, this lecture 

rewrites the history of European colonialism as an inventory 

of objects: from the instrument of “sun-writing” that is the 

heliograph to the all-encompassing skirt of a certain Anna 

Leonowens.

The presentation by its creator Ho Rui An will be followed by a 

conversation. 

Ho Rui An is an artist and writer working in the intersections 

of contemporary art, cinema, performance and theory. 

Working primarily across the mediums of lecture, essay and film, he probes into the shifting relations between image and power, 

focusing on the ways by which images are produced, circulate and disappear within contexts of globalism and governance. In 2018, he 

was a fellow of the DAAD Berliner Künstlerprogramm. He lives and works in Singapore and Berlin.
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TROPICOPOLITAN OBJECTS 

Ho Rui An



March Dance 2020
in collaboration with Basement 21 

supported by Dance Nucleus Singapore 

22.3.2020 | 3.00 pm | Goethe-Institut Auditorium

‘But what does it mean?’ is perhaps the most often heard response to dance that doesn’t in 

itself propose meaning.

The project Philosophical Enactment 1 began with readings of reviews written about 

Padmini’ s work over the last twenty years. In a conversation with Aveek Sen, writer on 

photography and visual art, a script that articulates the physical procedures and 

ephemeral moments that constitute the material of Padmini’s dance practice developed.

The ‘body’ of the work imagines layers of circles and arcs around a central axis used at 

times directionally, allowing the body to move, at times in opposition, bringing the body 

to a dynamic stop.

Set to a sound score by Maarten Visser that proposes gentle shifts in temporality, 

Philosophical Enactment 1 plays with a ceaseless motorical imagination of the body’s 

capacity to expand and retreat.

Sound and text are layered to ‘describe’ movement, and at times are described by 

movement weaving textual images both literal and propositional which allow the 

audience to find multiple entry points and perspectives.

Philosophical Enactment 1 is a dancer and writer in search of form. An articulation of the 

inarticulable, a questioning of the very question “What does it mean?”

The performance will be followed by a conversation with Chettur and Sen.
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PHILOSOPHICAL ENACTMENT 1

Padmini Chettur

Choreography and dance: Padmini Chettur

Music: Maarten Visser

Text and voice: Aveek Sen

Thanks to: Anandam Dancetheatre

Duration: 27 min.



March Dance 2020
in collaboration with Basement 21 

supported by Dance Nucleus Singapore 

26.3.2020 | 5.00 pm | Goethe-Institut Library

What equivalences exist between forms, how do we process the external impulse 

and channel it into a personal response? This workshop, open predominantly to 

performers but not limited to them, proposes improvisation as a way of listening 

and further physicalising across practice. 

Musician Maarten Visser and theatre/visual artist Pravin Kannanur lead the second 

edition of their workshop on modes of listening and responding between 

practitioners of different arts that culminates in the creation of performance scores 

and their enactment by the participants.

Maarten Visser studied contemporary improvised music (saxophone) in the 

Netherlands, composes for a number of groups and collaborates with 

choreographer Padmini Chettur. He released a CD with saxophone solos and has a 

contemporary improvisation trio (MV3), with Keith Peters and Jeoraj George. 

Having travelled widely, Maarten Visser is always working with various bands and 

projects, is active as a free-lance musician for shows and recording sessions and 

teaches saxophone.

Pravin Kannanur is a trained theatre artist conversant in several disciplines, working predominantly in Tamil theatre and the visual arts. 

From the first public showing of his work, Pravin has endeavored to bring the ‘play’ of his art into the social sphere. Pravin has had a long 

history of working with contemporary dance in Chennai. He has collaborated with dancers and choreographers and has worked in the 

capacities of director, dramaturg, technical director and performer and strongly believes that artists have to nurture their eco-systems.

IMPROVISATION WORKSHOP - Maarten Visser and Pravin Kannanur

Conversation with M Visser and P Kannanur

26.3.2020 | 7.00 pm | Goethe-Institut Auditorium

Sharings - Improvisation Workshop



March Dance 2020
in collaboration with Basement 21 

supported by Dance Nucleus Singapore 

27.3.2020 | 5.00 pm | Goethe-Institut Library

TO - Surjit Nongmeikapam

Conversation with Surjit Nongmeikapam

29.3.2020 | 7.00 pm | Goethe-Institut Auditorium

Performance ‘To’

Does an address define who we are, or a dress that we simply wear? The way we 

move, eat, talk or shout? The tool of identity serves more than a few but isn’t it 

limiting to expect a certain behavior, accent, style or look?

The food one ate, the people one met, the places one travelled, events one 

witnessed and memories created are all factors that add up to the experiences 

of an individual.

Therefore one's views and expressions need not concur with others’ 

expectations or views..

The idea is to explore and imbibe one’s experiences and express what one truly 

desires.

The artist won’t be one’s true self if certain expected cultural behaviors or looks 

are imposed or forced upon one’s expression.

‘To’ carries the very same questions of identity that one expects from an 

individual and is a manifestation of the same.

Surjit Nongmeikapam is a choreographer, dancer, movement teacher and 

performance artist. He is trained in classical and traditional dance, Indian 

martial arts and contemporary dance and movement. Surjit started dancing and 

choreographing professionally in 2004 and since then he hasn't looked back.

Research Collaboration/Program and Stage 

Management: Suresh Kiran Kh (Tomba)

Title Designer/Content: Rahul Laishram

Music: Sunil Loitonbgbam, Marcel Zaes, 

Nawahineokala'e Lanzilotti

Video Editor: Akee Sorokhaibam

Rehearsal Dancer: Waikhom Biken Meetei

Soundtrack: Tha Tha Thabungton 

(source: Aribam Syam Sharma Archives)



March Dance 2020
in collaboration with Basement 21 

supported by Dance Nucleus Singapore 

27.3.2020 | 7.00 pm | Goethe-Institut Auditorium

28.3.2020 | 5.00 pm | Goethe-Institut Library

THE LONG AND SHORT OF IT - Poorna Swami

Performance ‘The Long and Short of It’

Conversation with Poorna Swami

'The Long and Short of It' is a durational sound and performance 

installation where each body must act within a set of rules, while also 

confronting residues of previously occupied lands. Audiences are 

invited to enter, move around, exit and re-enter whenever they like. 

Poorna Swami is an independent choreographer, dancer, and writer 

on arts, culture, literature and politics. Initially trained in 

Bharatanatyam, she extended into contemporary dance and post-

modern techniques. Her choreographic works frequently cross 

disciplines and reflect her interest in converging formal 

investigations with conceptual concerns. Poorna, who has graduated 

in dance-theatre and English from the U.S., has travelled and 

performed widely at many festivals. 
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modern techniques. Her choreographic works frequently cross 

disciplines and reflect her interest in converging formal 

investigations with conceptual concerns. Poorna, who has graduated 

in dance-theatre and English from the U.S., has travelled and 

performed widely at many festivals. 

Choreography: Poorna Swami & Marcel Zaes. 

Performers: Dayita Nereyeth

Ronita Mookerji

Prashant More

Lights: Sujay Saple

Photos: Ajay Nair



March Dance 2020
in collaboration with Basement 21 

supported by Dance Nucleus Singapore 

28.3.2020 | 7.00 pm | Goethe-Institut Auditorium

Through the term ‘Dramaturgy of Production’, Daniel Kok will reformulate 

independent artistic practice based on his recent experiences as a performance 

maker working in an international framework, and as the artistic director of Dance 

Nucleus, a space for creative development in Singapore.

 

Daniel Kok has studied Fine Arts & Critical Theory and Advanced Performance and 

Scenography Studies. In 2008, he received the Young Artist Award from the National 

Arts Council.

Exploring the relational politics in spectatorship/audienceship, Daniel has worked 

with pole dance, cheerleading, bondage and other ‘figures of performance’. His 

performances have been presented across Asia, Europe, Australia and North 

America.

Daniel is the artistic director of Dance Nucleus, a space for artistic research and 

creative development. He curates the annual da:ns Lab at the Esplanade. He is a core 

group member of the Asia Network for Dance (AND+).
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DRAMATURGY OF PRODUCTION (A Presentation)

Daniel Kok

www.diskodanny.com  |  www.dancenucleus.com

www.dancenucleus.com
www.diskodanny.com


Goethe-Institut is the official German cultural institution 

operational worldwide, promoting the study of German 

language abroad and encouraging knowledge on Germany, its 

art, culture, society and politics through inter-cultural 

exchange and cooperation.

Our educational and training projects enable mobility in an 

international learning community. With our network of 

Goethe-Instituts, Goethe centres, cultural societies, reading 

rooms, exam and language learning centres we have been 

playing a central role in the cultural and educational policies 

of Germany for over 60 years.
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GOETHE-INSTITUT / MAX MUELLER BHAVANGOETHE-INSTITUT / MAX MUELLER BHAVANGOETHE-INSTITUT / MAX MUELLER BHAVAN

Working Hours: Monday - Friday 9.30 am - 5.30 pmWorking Hours: Monday - Friday 9.30 am - 5.30 pm

For information on Cultural, Language and Library 

visit www.goethe.de/chennai

http://www.goethe.de/chennai


EDUCATIONAL SERVICESEDUCATIONAL SERVICES
FOR OUR PARTNER SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES

Goethe-Institut / Max Mueller Bhavan Chennai promotes 

learning of German in schools and colleges in Tamil Nadu 

and Andhra Pradesh. We actively support and train German 

teachers and provide guidance to schools by introducing 

and anchoring German in the curriculum.

For teachers, we offer Qualification Diploma in Teaching 

German (DTG) certified by IGNOU, refresher courses and 

workshops on teaching methods.

For schools and colleges, we design the curriculum, select 

books and reference material, facilitate German interns to 

teach and check quality through class observation.

For students in schools with German in curriculum, we offer 

German courses with international certification, youth 

camps and scholarships for language courses in Germany.

Is your school interested in introducing German as part of 

the curriculum?
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Goethe-Institut Chennai offers Extensive, Intensive, Super-intensive 

and fast track Rapid German courses. According to your convenience 

you can choose morning, afternoon, late evening or weekend timings.

Our courses are based on the levels of the 'Common European 

Framework of Reference of Languages' (CEFR) and range from A1 for 

beginners to C2 for language skills at the highest level.

Primarily our courses are designed for adult learners. During summer 

months we also have courses for young learners in the age group of 

9 to 16 years.

DEUTSCH ONLINE, the online course of Goethe-Institut / Max Mueller 

Bhavan allows you to adapt your learning to a flexible schedule and 

does not require you to be in any particular place. Rather than 

learning on your own, you are a part of a small group of 10 – 16 

participants.

Goethe-Institut examinations are internationally recognized and can 

also be taken by external candidates, if they have reached the 

corresponding language level.

German helps you to be a winner!

Experience the joy of learning German through professionally trained 

faculties @ Goethe-Institut / Max Mueller Bhavan.
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LEARN GERMAN WITH THE PROFESSIONALS!

German Courses Course Online Registration German Examinations Examination Online Registration

Language Office Hours: Monday – Friday 10.00 am - 1.00 pm



Imagine borrowing from a library and never having to worry 

about fines or returning by the due date. That’s exactly what 

Onleihe - the free digital service offered by the Goethe-Institut, 

allows you to do!

Our virtual reading room permits you to borrow digital media - 

such as eBooks, audio and video files and electronic newspapers 

and magazines - for a predetermined period of time by 

downloading them either directly onto your device or via app. 

After registration and activation, more than 35,000 eBooks, audio 

books, movies, materials for German language learners, magazines 

and newspapers are available for downloading from the Onleihe.

Delve into our latest offerings on German culture!

With our eLibrary, borrowing media is at your fingertips 

24 hours a day…. Everyday!

For more details log on to 

http://www.goethe.de/ins/in/en/ned/bib/onl.html

ONLEIHE 24/7

ANYWHERE

For more details call us at +91 44 28331645 or mail us at Library-Chennai@goethe.deFor more details call us at +91 44 28331645 or mail us at Library-Chennai@goethe.de

Library Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9.30 am - 5.00 pm | Saturday 11.00 am - 6.00 pm | Sunday, Monday closedLibrary Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9.30 am - 5.00 pm | Saturday 11.00 am - 6.00 pm | Sunday, Monday closed

LIBRARY

Our library with a thematically diverse collection remains a key information 

resource for anyone interested in German language, culture and society. 

Here, you will find an up-to-date selection of print and audiovisual media in 

German and in translation that inform you about the current trends and 

contemporary themes in Germany. The focal points of our collection are 

German literature, culture, art and history. The book and magazine 

collections are complemented by literary audio books and the greatest 

choice of German feature and documentary films. With our wide range of 

language and teaching material, particular emphasis has also been placed on 

‘Deutsch als Fremdsprache’ (German as a foreign language).

The comfortably equipped lounge and work areas, easy access to our 

resources and the wide range of programs and services that we offer make 

the library an ideal platform to interact with German culture in Chennai

The free use of our multimedia and free internet access within the library 

premises invite reading, learning and cross-cultural discussions.

Drop in to our Library – Get to know Germany

http://www.goethe.de/ins/in/en/ned/bib/onl.html
mailto:library-chennai@goethe.de


WHAT’S ON AT THE LIBRARY @ GOETHE-INSTITUT/MAX MUELLER BHAVAN CHENNAI

Here you will find information about our programs, services and special events

Nimm eins, gib eins | Take one, give one - is a special bookshelf on the mezzanine 

level which provides not only an easy access to books but also an opportunity for 

people to share books that have made a difference in their lives.

The underlying principle is very simple: Bring in any book you have finished 

reading, leave it on the shelf for other people to read and take a new one that 

interests you.

Every book comes with its own story: Where did you get it from? Did you like it? 

Why are you passing it on? 

You can, if you wish so, leave a personal note in the books for future readers 

thereby giving each book a personal identity. Stop by, check out the collection and 

donate a new variety of tastes.

Let us celebrate books and the love of reading.
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Library Rewards Log - launched in 2018, aims not only to highlight the library as a proactive and 

collaborative space in an increasingly digital world but also provides even more reasons to visit the library. 

Anyone can register for the program and collect the Library Rewards Log sheet.

Participants can log their progress for various activities such as participating in library challenges, borrowing 

media* etc. Points can be earned, accumulated and redeemed for attractive gifts when various milestones are 

achieved.

For more details, information sheets are available in the library or call us at +91 44 28331645 

or mail us at Library-Chennai@goethe.de
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collaborative space in an increasingly digital world but also provides even more reasons to visit the library. 

Anyone can register for the program and collect the Library Rewards Log sheet.
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achieved.
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Have you registered for the all year long Library Rewards Log?

* Library membership is required to borrow media.

LIBRARY REWARDS LOGLIBRARY REWARDS LOG
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MANAGEMENT TEAM TEACHERS TEAM

Helmut Schippert Director

Geetha Vedaraman Programme Coordinator
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Anna Weber Intern

Prabhakar Narayanan Head of Language Dept.
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Chitra P Krishnan Examination Coordinator

K. Santhosh Examination Counsellor

J. Susai Arokiam Language Office Assistant

Sameer Sharma Head of Administration

Deepa Karthik Admn. Assistant

Jennifer Mary Receptionist

G. Balaji Technician

G. Baskar Supervisor

Joshua Fernando     Driver

K. Krishnan Watchman

Geetha Lakshman Head of Info. & Library

M. Ghouse Sheriff Library Assistant
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Goethe-Institut / Max Mueller Bhavan
th4, Rutland Gate 5  Street, Chennai 600 006

+91 44 2833 1314, 2833 2343 | che-info@goethe.de

www.goethe.de/chennai | www.facebook.com/gi.chennai

Scan the QR code 

for events info.
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