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EUROPEANA
● www.europeana.eu
● Europe’s platform for cultural 

heritage
● Content from 3500+ cultural 

heritage institutions across 
Europe

● Art, photos, books, maps, 
films, 3D and more

● Over 50 M cultural heritage 
objects

http://www.europeana.eu


STORYTELLING



Storytelling, whether it’s digital or not, 
is all about making connections between people, 
or between people and ideas.

A lady telling a gripping story to young women and children, Wellcome Collection, United Kingdom CC BY



Arrangement of photography and objects from the collections, Vänersborgs museum, Sweden CC BY-SA

DIGITAL
CURATION



DIGITAL CURATION
ONLINE EXHIBITIONS

● Bring visibility to 
your content

● Reach various 
audiences

● Opportunity to 
show unusual 
connections, niche 
topics and less 
known items from 
the collection



DIGITAL CURATION
ONLINE EXHIBITIONS
● Engaging narrative
● Multimedia & interactive elements
● International audiences? Think about translation



DIGITAL CURATION
STARTING SMALL WITH SIMPLE FORMATS
● Experiment, take advantage of the trends
● Iterate quickly and learn from it



PARTNERSHIPS
● Online presence without 

worrying about technology 
● Reach wide audiences across 

the world
● Develop digital skills while 

working together with experts



At Breakfast, Laurits Andersen Ring, Nationalmuseum, Sweden, Public Domain

SOCIAL MEDIA







SOCIAL MEDIA

● Meet people where they are 
● Encourage people to engage with cultural heritage content 

without any prerequisite expertise
● Introduce culture to everyday life 
● Make content relevant by putting it in a context
● Listen to your (target) audiences



SOCIAL MEDIA
● Instagram Stories takeover of National Museum of Women in the Arts for Women’s 

History Month
● Featuring #5WomenArtists from cultural institutions across Europe



SOCIAL MEDIA & EDITORIAL 
● An online exhibition featuring 

vintage postcards from 
South-Eastern Europe

● Social media contest inviting 
people to take pictures of the 
places from the postcards to 
show how they look like today



Cats in human dress playing a variety of games, including arm wrestling and tug of war, Kunimasa IV, 1870s, Wellcome Collection, United Kingdom, CC BY

INTERACTIVE 
EXPERIENCES



INTERACTIVE EXPERIENCES

● User in the centre of the experience and in charge of it
● Cultural heritage content seamlessly embedded in the 

story



INTERACTIVE EXPERIENCES
ART Stories - Faces

● An educational game allowing kids to learn about art
● Each painting sets them a challenge, introducing different aspects of visual learning



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TD9iKeS3bgw


INTERACTIVE EXPERIENCES
11-11 Memories Retold

● A story-driven narrative about WWI, exploring the human aspect of the conflict
● User generated content from Europeana 1914-1918 used to shape the characters in the 

game



INTERACTIVE EXPERIENCES
The Olympic Flame Quest - sneak peek

● An interactive game teaching the kids between 8 and 12
● Following the Olympic Flame while learning about the Olympic Games now and in the past



Interior with Vase Painter, Finnish National Gallery, Finland, CC0

CREATING NEW
STORIES



CREATING NEW STORIES
● A learning scenario by Marilina Lonigro from Europeana 

Teachers Community
● AR stories created with Metaverse app used to teach 

about child labour in Victorian England 

https://teachwitheuropeana.eun.org/learning-scenarios/children-stories-from-the-past-ls-it-110/
https://studio.gometa.io/landing


GIF IT UP
● GIF IT UP - an annual 

gif-making competition for the 
most creative reuse of 
digitised cultural heritage 
material

● In collaboration with DPLA, 
Digital NZ, Trove 

● In 2020 - 1-30 October
● New content partners & 

participants welcome! 

https://gifitup.net/


THANK YOU!  
aleksandra.strzelichowska@europeana.eu

www.europeana.eu

pro.europeana.eu 

@europeana_eu
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The Chinese Market, 1767 - 1769, Rijksmuseum, Netherlands, Public domain
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