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of the pandemic
Worldwide Reading on September 5th, 2021 

The international literature festival berlin [ilb] calls on individuals, 
schools, universities, cultural institutions and media to participate 
in a Worldwide Reading for the Dead of the Corona Pandemic on 
September 5, 2021. The reading is intended to commemorate those 
who died in the pandemic. 
 
For more than a year, the world has been in the grip of the pandemic. 
Nearly three million people worldwide have died from Covid-19. 
Not a day goes by when we are not confronted with statistics and 
curves on current deaths and illnesses. Yet, it often remains abstract 
numbers. The individual person and the individual stories behind 
them are hardly present in the public perception. Illness, death and 
grief have become largely invisible due to precautionary measures. 
Many people die alone, behind closed doors, and are buried in small 
circles. In many cases, there is no way for relatives and friends to say 
goodbye – and if they do, it is at a distance or in a digital setting.  
 
Literature has the potential to give expression to this situation, 
to counter isolation at least through reception. It finds narratives 
away from the everyday images of horror, tells of loss from different 
perspectives, and helps to make the incomprehensible tangible, the 
intangible comprehensible. 
 
Readings can take place anywhere, including privately in a small 
circle, in a school, in a cultural institution or on the radio. People 
who would like to participate with a reading on September 5, 
2021 are asked to send us the following information: Organizers*, 
venue, time, participating actors, event language, link to your 
website if applicable. The email address is: worldwidereading@
literaturfestival.com. The ilb will soon publish all texts for the reading 
in various languages on the website www.literaturfestival.com and 
announce the events there and on social media.

Signatories of the Appeal: 
ARGENTINA EDGARDO COZARINSKY I ALBERTO MANGUEL I POLA OLOIXARAC I PATRICIO PRON I EDUARDO SGUIGLIA 
AUSTRALIA JOHN MATEER I CHARLOTTE WOOD AUSTRIA MARTIN AMANSHAUSER I DIETLIND ANTRETTER BELGIUM WILLEM 
M. ROGGEMAN BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA NAIDA MUJKIC I STIPE ODAK I MIRZA OKIC I PEN INTERNATIONAL – BOSNIAN-
HERZEGOVINA CENTRE BRAZIL RICARDO AZEVEDO I J. P. CUENCA I MILTON HATOUM BULGARIA GEORGI GOSPODINOV CANADA 
RÉMY BÉLANGER DE BEAUPORT I LAURA DOYLE PÉAN I NATALIE FONTALVO I VALÉRIE FORGUES I GREG GATENBY I JONATHAN 
HUARD I IAIN LAWRENCE I MAISON DE LA LITTÉRATURE QUÉBEC I SHAYNE MICHAEL I SYLVIE NICOLAS I FRANCIS PARADIS ET 
JUDY QUINN CHILE CARMEN BERENGUER I CARLOS LABBÉ CHINA LIAO YIWU I TIENCHI LIAO-MARTIN COLOMBIA JUAN CARLOS 
CÉSPEDES I LAURA RESTREPO CROATIA IVANA SAJKO CUBA NANCY MOREJÓN CZECH REPUBLIC RADKA DENEMARKOVÁ 
DENMARK JONAS EIKA I PIA TAFDRUP DOMENICAN REPUBLIC LUISA A. VICIOSO SÁNCHEZ FRANCE JULIA BILLET I SHUMONA 
SINHA I STEFAN LUDMILLA WIESZNER GERMANY GABRIELE VON ARNIM I MATT AUFDERHORST I CARMEN-FRANCESCA BANCIU 
I MANFRED BISSINGER I TANJA DÜCKERS I EUROPEAN WRITERS’ COUNCIL I ALBAN NIKOLAI HERBST I JEANETTE HOFMANN 
I ROLF HOSFELD I HELENA JANECZEK I REINHARD KLEIST I MICHAEL KRÜGER I CHRISTOPH LEISTEN I JENNY SCHON I TINA 
STROHEKER I STEPHAN THOME I PETER WAWERZINEK GREECE YIORGOS CHOULIARAS I CHRISTOS CHRISSOPOULOS I AMANDA 
MICHALOPOULOU HUNGARY ZSOFIA BAN I GYÖRGY DRAGOMÁN ICELAND STEINUNN SIGURÐARDÓTTIR I SJÓN INDIA MITA 
KAPUR I AJU MUKHOPADHYAY I PERUMAL MURUGAN I KOYAMPARAMBATH SATCHIDANANDAN I SHASHI THAROOR INDONESIA 
AFRIZAL MALNA IRAN AMIR CHEHELTAN I MEHDI MOZAFFARI ISRAEL ETGAR KERET ITALY STEFANIA BATTISTELLA I BEPPE 
COSTA I DACIA MARAINI I ANTONIO DELLA ROCCA JAPAN TAJIMA SHINJI LEBANON IMAN HUMAIDAN LUXEMBURG PIERRE 
JORIS MEXICO HOMERO ARIDJIS I CORAL BRACHO I ALBERTO RUY SÁNCHEZ NICARAGUA GIOCONDA BELLI NIGERIA AYO 
AYOOLA-AMALE NORTH IRELAND DANNY MORRISON NORTH MACEDONIA LIDIJA DIMKOVSKA I NIKOLA MADZIROV NORWAY 
HILDE SUSAN JAEGTNES I EUGENE SCHOULGIN PAKISTAN AHMED RASHID PHILIPPINES MERLIE ALUNAN PORTUGAL JOÃO 
RASTEIRO I CATARINA SOBRAL PUERTO RICO MAYRA DEL PILAR ROMANIA GABRIELA ADAMEŞTEANU I MAGDA CARNECI I 
MIRCEA CARTARESCU RUSSIA VICTOR EROFEEV I ALISA GANIEVA SAUDI ARABIA AHMED AL MULLA SIERRA LEONE KADIJA 
GEORGE SLOVENIA STANKA HRASTELJ SOUTH KOREA MOON CHUNG-HEE I KO UN SPAIN RÁMON TRIGO I MANUEL VILAS 
SUDAN ABDELAZIZ BARAKA SAKIN SWITZERLAND FRANZ HOHLER I PETER STAMM SYRIA GHAYATH ALMADHOUN I NOURI 
JARAH I HALA MOHAMMAD I WIDAD NABI THE NETHERLANDS ANNEKE BRASSINGA I ADRIAAN VAN DIS TURKEY FATMA 
ZEYNEP AYGEN UK CHLOE ARIDJIS I JOHN BURNSIDE I PRIYA BASIL I FLORA DREW I NEIL GAIMAN I JEMMA KING I PHILIPPE 
SANDS I NICHOLAS SHAKESPEARE I GEORGE SZIRTES UKRAINE BORIS CHERSONSKIJ I VASYL MACHNO I JURKO PROCHASKO 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES NUJOOM AL-GHANEM USA SHANE ANDERSON I CHARLES BERNSTEIN I JUDITH BUTLER I DANIEL 
EVERETT I TOPE FOLARIN I FORREST GANDER I JOEANN HART I EDWARD HIRSCH I JACK HIRSCHMAN I SHEILA KOHLER I 
ALANE SALIERNO MASON I MEG ROSOFF I SAPPHIRE I BEOWULF SHEEHAN I ELIOT WEINBERGER I JOHN WRAY I LILA AZAM 
ZANGANEH VENEZUELA ALBERTO BARRERA VIETNAM ANNA MOÏ


