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Bachillerato Mocha Celis is the 
first travesti*-trans non-binary 

school in the world.

It was founded in Buenos Aires in 2011, 
a year before the Gender Identity Law 
was passed in Argentina, by Francisco 

Quiñones and Agustín Fuchs. 
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Travesti activist 
Lohana Berkins was the 
driving force behind the 
idea and godmother of 

the project.  

It is an inclusive but not exclusive space: 
in addition to travesti, transgender, and 
non-binary people, it is also attended by 
migrants, neighbors from the neighbor-
hood, older cis women who did not fin-
ish high school and single mothers. It has 
more than 300 students and more than 
200 graduates.



To demand a right you have to know it. 
We want the right to education. 

This is the opportunity.

LOHANA BERKINS

*Travesti: in Argentina, many trans femininities have reappropriated a word that was an insult 
and in other Latin American countries still has a negative charge. What used to be an insult 
and an accusation by the police, who took them into custody accusing them of “travestirse” (to 
dress in clothes of another sex), is now for many a vindication of a political identity that breaks 
the male/female binary and takes a stand against institutional violence. 



She survived as a sexual 
worker on the streets of the 
Flores neighborhood in Bue-
nos Aires. It was there that 
she met Lohana Berkins.  Ac-
cording to Lohana, Mocha had 
not finished school and, like 
many transgender people, 
had suffered police abuse. 

Mocha Celis was a traves-
ti born in Tucumán, in the 
northwest of Argentina. 
She migrated to the city of 
Buenos Aires in search of 
opportunities and to es-
cape the patriarchal vio-
lence of her province, one 
of the most conservative in 
the country. 



This experimental educational unit 
pays tribute to 

Mocha Celis

She was killed in the 1990s by three 
bullets in circumstances that have 
never been made clear. It is suspect-
ed that she was killed by a policeman. 

TRAVESTI AND TRANSGENDER PEOPLE HAVE AN 
AVERAGE LIFESPAN OF 35 YEARS IN ARGENTINA 
AND LATIN AMERICA.
SOURCE: REPORT VIOLENCE AGAINST LESBIAN, 
GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANS AND INTERSEX PERSONS 
IN THE AMERICAS. IACHR, 2015. 



Are you 
a boy or 
a girl?

ACCORDING TO “LA GESTA DEL NOMBRE PROPIO” (LOHANA BERKINS AND 
JOSEFINA FERNÁNDEZ, PUBLISHED BY MADRES DE PLAZA DE MAYO, BUENOS 
AIRES, 2006), 64% OF TRANS-TRAVESTIS WHO ASSUMED THEIR GENDER 
IDENTITY BEFORE THE AGE OF 13 DID NOT FINISH PRIMARY SCHOOL. 



IN 2016, 59.8% OF TRAVESTI*-TRANS WOMEN HAD NOT COMPLETED SEC-
ONDARY SCHOOL (COMPULSORY IN ARGENTINA). 72.8% OF TRANS MEN HAD 
COMPLETED AT LEAST SECONDARY SCHOOL, ACCORDING TO DATA FROM “LA 
REVOLUCIÓN DE LAS MARIPOSAS” (A RESEARCH REPORT ON THE SITUATION OF 
THE TRANS POPULATION IN THE CITY OF BUENOS AIRES, PRODUCED JOINTLY 
BY THE PROGRAMA DE GÉNERO Y DIVERSIDAD SEXUAL AND THE BACHILLERATO 
POPULAR TRANS MOCHA CELIS, PUBLISHED IN 2017 BY THE PUBLIC MINISTRY 
OF DEFENSE OF CABA).  



Did you get into a 
fight again?

But do you wear 
panties or pants?



Can’t you look more 
normal for once?

That’s not 
your name





Eeeh…I’m not fucking 
paying for this!

70.4% OF TRAVESTI* AND TRANSGENDER WOMEN DERIVE THEIR SOURCE OF INCOME 
FROM SEX WORK/PROSTITUTION*. IN THE STREET, THEY ARE EXPOSED TO DIFFERENT 
KINDS OF VIOLENCE: VIOLENCE BY THE POLICE (WHO, IN ADDITION TO ARBITRARILY 
ARRESTING THEM, HARASS THEM, PERSECUTE THEM AND, ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS, 
INVENT CAUSES FOR THEM) AND VIOLENCE BY CLIENTS. PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL 
HELPLESSNESS OFTEN LEADS TO PROBLEMATIC DRUG USE. MOST TRANSVESTICIDES AND 
TRANSFEMICIDES IN LATIN AMERICA OCCUR IN THESE CONTEXTS.  
*FIGURE FROM 2016, EXTRACTED FROM THE REPORT “LA REVOLUCIÓN DE LAS MARIPOSAS”. 



88.2% OF TRAVESTIS* AND TRANS WOMEN HAVE NEVER HAD 
ACCESS TO A FORMAL JOB. 
51.5% OF TRANS MEN HAVE NOT HAD ACCESS TO FORMAL WORK.  
SOURCE: “LA REVOLUCIÓN DE LAS MARIPOSAS”. 

And what is this 
good for?

So that you can 
choose to be what 

you want to be.



Other times it is friends who share 
with them their educational expe-
riences and what possibilities are 
open to them. Study and sex work/
prostitution often coexist. La Mo-
cha also becomes a place of wel-
come and support. That’s why they 
call it “the tenderness school”. 

The teachers and school-
mates go out into the streets 
to look for new students be-
cause they understand that 
many of them don’t know 
that this space exists and 
others are not going to ar-
rive magically. 

The sex work/prostitution 
points on the streets of 
Buenos Aires are one of the 
places they go on this tour. 
There they go to talk to oth-
er travesti* and transgender 
women and tell them about 
La Mocha. 



HELLO! 
WELCOME 



You don’t need to have 
a new document to call 

you by your name.

I feel like I’ve travelled back 
in time and recovered some-
thing I thought I’d lost... 



Damn! I have to go to 
work and I don’t have 

any clothes.

I can lend you something

A DAY IN LA MOCHA



Let’s have a smoke in 
the bathroom 

Oops! Tomorrow is 
history exam

I could be a teacher 
too, perhaps...

POLITICS, CITIZENSHIP 

AND HUMAN RIGHTS

National Constitution



A DAY IN LA MOCHA IN PANDEMIC: “EL TEJE”

The mandatory quarantine in 2020 due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic left a large 
number of travesti* and transgender 
people at risk and exacerbated pre-ex-
isting vulnerabilities. The temporary 
closure of the school and other ed-
ucational centers left students with-
out daily shelter.



So the Mocha celis created “El Teje”: a 
solidarity network that brought food, 
clothes and pharmacy items to the stu-
dents, but also to other travesti* and 
transgender people who needed them. 
It was material and emotional care to 
accompany emergency situations from 
the approach of a pedagogical opportu-
nity that brought together volunteers, 
neighbors from the neighborhood and 
students. 

Due to the housing emergency that es-
pecially affected travesti* and trans-
gender people, it was impracticable to 
continue studying virtually. The vast ma-
jority do not have a computer or inter-
net connection, and many have no guar-
anteed access to decent housing. 





 I’m going to explain 
to you how this is…

Being part of the Mocha Celis changes peo-
ple. This is what each of those who have been 
educated there say. They feel that they get 
back something of what they were denied in 
the past. Being able to sit at desks, buy sup-
plies, have timetables and school responsi-
bilities. And they learn that it is never too 
late to access education as a right. 
They feel more confident and have greater 
self-esteem: it changes the way they relate 
to others. Even with their own families. 



“Tenderness School” breaks the binary paths of traditional education and 
opens up possibilities that go beyond the completion of basic schooling. 
The title obtained as Assistant Expert in Community Development allows 
them to enroll in any university. They can think about becoming profes-
sionals and academics and generate knowledge based on their own experi-
ences. La Mocha’s educational experience has an impact on a Latin American 
travestis-trans theory with a gender perspective. 

Some people think that travestis are 
either dressmakers or hairdressers. Here 

you can be anything you want to be



imagine myself…

In Argentina, due to the struggle of 
trans, travestis and sexual diversi-
ty activists, a historic and pioneering 
law was passed: the Diana Sacayán-Lo-
hana Berkins Law for the Promotion 
of Access to Formal Employment for 
Travestis, Transsexual and Transgen-
der People.

Approved by the National Congress on 
24 June 2021, it proposes a series of 
positive measures for labor inclusion, 
among them a quota of at least 1 per-
cent of public sector employment re-
served for trans and travestis, as well 
as tax incentives to take this initiative 
to the private sector. 



When a travesti enters 
university, it changes her life. 
Many travestis at university 

change society’s life



imagine ourselves



UNITED AND ORGANIZED WE CAN GET EVERYTHING

¡¡FURIA TRAVESTI!!
We want work, 

education, health 
and housing!

LAW FOR LABOR 

INCLUSION

WE ARE NOT DANGEROUS, 
WE ARE IN DANGER

No more transfemicides!
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We are butterflies 
in a world of 

capitalist worms

You can donate:
bachilleratomochacelis.edu.ar


