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Art is not a pie in the sky. Art activities are never separated from our society, as they would 
become meaningless without our participation. As artwork are evaluated in auctions, it 
reminded me of a dream I had, which has also been a source of inspiration in my art creation.   

What does an ‘Art Auction’ sound to you? Privilege? or welcome-to-all? Participants of 
ordinary auctions somehow seek for recognition of their identity. However, in this auction, 
every single one of us participated and enjoyed art. Starting from the beginning of this 
auction, everyone became artists. 

I had a dream four years ago. I was in a completely sealed art museum called ‘White Cube’. It 
was packed with people who were socializing with each other. Those people were so 
confused, having no clues why they were holding numbered plates. 

Then came a bunch of artists, and I was one of them. All of us dressed in pale-white, 
coverall, protective suits. We were so heavily masked that no one could glimpse their faces. 
Despite our uniform clothing, each of us held distinctive paints and tools. We waited silently 
in front of a huge canvas. Soon I gave a command, and we started painting collectively. 

Around 30 minutes later, we completed our creation and exited the hall. I left the team and 
took off my protective suit. Underneath the suit I dressed formally. Then I took out a gavel, 
stood behind a lectern and started an auction of the painting which we had just finished. 
Anyone was welcomed to participate in the auction. However, bidders were confined to 
bidding for only a part of it, instead of the whole painting. But still, there were bidding 
frenzies. The winning bidders cut out the parts they won on site and took the parts away. 
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Based on this inspiring dream, I gave this performance to express my view on art. Although 
art is so closely linked with our society, nowadays only two commercial events would grab 
the public attention: the stock market and auctions (such as the Christie's and Sotheby’s). 
Auctions, especially the night auctions, symbolized one’s social status. For the general public, 
auctions mean mysteries and privileges. 

The identity is a crucial drive for someone to participate in an auction. Here is a quote from 
the book - The $12 Million Stuffed Shark The Curious Economics of Contemporary Art. ‘A 
person's buying behavior is influenced by group identity. A buyer may wish to join a group of 
art collectors or hope to become a member of a museum board by donating an important 
work of art. A hedge fund manager hopes that art will make him a culturally literate tycoon in 
financial circles, and a foreign buyer may want to assert his status through a sought-after 
work.’   

Identity, as a process of self-awareness, is a key factor in both micro and macro level. On a 
micro level, behaviors and life choices in various stages are heavily influenced by how the 
actor perceives his/her identity at different time phrases. Identity helps individuals locate 
their social positions and establish self-esteem. On a macro level, group members having the 
same collective identity share a sense of ‘we-ness’. It promotes internal cohesion and keeps 
members in solidarity, hence smoothens interactions in our society and paves the way for our 
civilization.  
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A piece of artwork may be the beacon in our search for identity. An artist expresses her or 
his observations of the society through her or his work; reciprocally, the society rewards the 
artist with what values. 

There were many surprises in the auction. Someone broke the ascending-bid pattern by 
rocketing the bidding price; someone often got involved in tug-of-war games with other 
bidders; some kept hesitating; some got overwhelmed; some got satisfied and some got 
disappointed… I had to give rapid responses, judging whether the bids were still open or 
knocked down. I also needed to take care of the atmosphere and adjust the tempo of the 
auction. All these human comedies were condensed in a single activity: the auction. The 
participants, who were excited or confused; and the witnesses, who focused on the gossips, 
are all involved in it. Just like how the auctions attracted everyone’s eyeballs nowadays, like 
how Banksy destroyed his artwork and the NFT market became well-known. 

In auctions, the billion and trillion price tags on one hand stimulate the bidders, on the other 
hand stunned the by-standers as they revealed the so-called ‘exact value’ of the artwork. 
Are we really able to quantify a price for art? Million souls have millions of distinctive ways to 
perceive the world. 

Auctions, as a way of pricing and determining the ownership of artwork, are launched partly 
due to the incapability of conventional methods in measuring values of pioneer work, such as 
contemporary artwork. When bidders are crowded in an auction hall, the valuation of an 
artwork becomes a collective behavior stimulated by competitions and vanity of all bidders. In 
that sense, auctions might be one of the most efficient and direct ways to evaluate an 
artwork nowadays. 
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A ‘traditional’ auction simplifies the value and meaning of an artwork into digits. What I have 
planned in this project is to allow the nature of an artwork - participation and sharing with 
the public - to play an essential role in the auction. What if Picasso is sitting in the auction 
hall, witnessing his work being knocked down? What if a Composition of Mondrian is being 
cut into colorful squares and brought back to dozens houses after the auction? How will the 
bidders react? Would they be more emotionally involved with the artist and the artwork? 
Would they share a sense of ‘We-ness’, a sense of ‘art people’?  

I asked the artists in my auction: ‘If it is your last chance in your life to draw in your own will, 
what would you draw?’ I did not need an answer, and I did not want to know their answers. I 
only needed them to contemplate their deepest desire for creation. 

Therefore, I stressed the value of this painting to the bidders before the auction. This artwork 
is the distillation of the artists’ souls, the fruit of their life and the one-and-only piece in this 
world. This painting is a symphony, carrying the unique sounds from every one of the artists. I 
differentiated my auction from the normal ones. I wanted it to be relaxing, enjoyable, barrier-
free and open-to-all. I want everyone to be able to take part in this ‘privileged’ activity and 
take artwork home. Just like what the video illustrates: everyone takes part in the world of 
art. 
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