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Note

Doña Herminia Gutiérrez Valencia was born on 25 April 1922. Widowed at 25, she became the 

head of her family. She toiled on her land and raised her son Roberto by herself in the pueblo 

of San Lorenzo Tlacoyucan. She was elected communal representative on 17 August 1980, in the 

presence of the members of the Agrarian Reform. She held this position until the day she died. 

The people who knew her remember her as a leader and defender of nature, a woman of 

prodigious memory and incorruptible principles. Doña Herminia was an active 

participant of the comunero movement which had its start in the seventies. On the struggle 

against the log company Loreto y Peña Pobre, Doña Herminia and the pueblo of San Lorenzo 

Tlacoyucan were key agents in keeping the movement alive for nearly a decade. Though she 

and her people were called radicals even within the community, the firmness of her actions 

made the government respect the power and will of the comuneros from Milpa Alta. 

Doña Herminia  passed away on 27 March 2008, on her hometown, soon after the passing of her 

son Roberto. She  lives  and  will  keep on living for a long time in the memory of the twelve 

pueblos of Milpa Alta. 

Photo credits: Facebook page “Teuhtli, Un lugar en la Milpa Alta” (Maestro Raymundo Flores Melo) 

Some members of the Comunero Movement, circa late 70s and early 80s. From left to right, 

Miguel Salgado, Javier Ríos, Herminia Gutiérrez, Valencia, Luz Carmen Alvarado 

Romero, Elena Romero y Raymundo Flores Aguilar, on 18 November 1979. 



Glossary

Cacique

Person with great extensions of land under his power, he exploits the laborers who work on 

them.

Campesino/a

Person who works the earth, usually of humble material conditions. 

During the 19th century and the first half of the 20th century, it was common for Indigenous 

people to call themselves campesinos instead of Indigenous. 

Comunero

Person with legitimate right to communal lands who participates in their conservation. In the 

case of Milpa Alta, the comuneros are people born there and who come from families who’ve 

been there for generations. 

Delegado

Mexico City is divided into 16 municipalities, Milpa Alta is one of them. 

They were previously called delegaciones. Each delegación had as its local authority, a delegado. In 

the seventies and eighties, the delegado was not popularly elected, but appointed by the Jefe del 

Departamento del Distrito Federal, who was appointed, in turn, by the President of the Republic. 

Don/Doña

A respectful way of addressing someone, it’s prefixed to the person’s name. In Mexico it is used 

specially to refer to older people. 

Granadero

Police body specialized in stopping riots, but in practice it was used to repress social movements. 

Judas

Carboard figure, which is burned to redeem the community’s sins, 

usually during Holy Week.

Momoxcas

Another way of calling the people of Milpa Alta which makes 

reference to their Nahua origin. 



Monte

Natural elevation of land. In Nahua culture, like in many indigenous cultures in Mexico, the montes 

are not only a source of sustenance but are in and of themselves sacred places. 

Pueblo

Town or populated place of a small size. In Spanish, pueblo is also used to refer only to the humble 

people of a place or to the common populace from which emanates the sovereignty of a democracy. 

Tlecuitl

A stove made out of three stones over which a comal is placed (a thin plate used mostly to cook 

tortillas) or pots. The tlecuitl is part of traditional Nahua cuisine.  

Zapata

One of the main military leaders of the Mexican Revolution. In the country’s center, Zapata orga-

nized a rebellion of campesinos with the objective of taking back the lands which the caciques had 

hoarded. Even today, Zapata is still a symbol of the Indigenous and campesino resistance.
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Doña Herminia Gutierrez Valencia, David Elizalde Sanchéz and teacher 
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