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HERE EVERYTHING GREW [IKE WEEDLS
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THE HOUSES GRADVAILY CREFT INTO THE CREVICES OF THE MOUNTAIN, AND JOGETHER,
ONE ON TOP OF THE OTHER, THEY GAVE KISE 77 THIS NEIGHEORIOL THAT 15
NOW MY HOME IV MECELLIN

SRS ONN . | ELPOPULAR WAS FORMED IN THE NORTHEASTERN
| PART OF THE Ty WiTH THE ARRIVAL OF MANY PEGPLE

.}.‘} "




MOSTLy PEASANTS FLEEING VIOLENCE - \ i
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THE MOUNTAIN WAS FILLED WITH |IMPROVISED DWELLINGS AND THE STREETS WiTH WORKERS WHO, UNABLE To
FAY THE HIGH RENTAL @75 OF OTHER AREAS OF THE CITy, BEGAN To BulLD THEIR Oww AT low COST.
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FOR A LON6 TIME T HAD TO RUN AWAY

I HAD To FORGET AbOVT
WHO REALLY I WAS




WHEN T WAS A KID, I ALWAYS FELT SOMEONE INSIDE ME SCREAMING. ..

.

(FEL10007)

I

BUT HER SCREAMS FADED AWAY, THEY LOST
STRENGITH AND (OULD NoT BE HEARD
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I 6REW VP IN THE INDIGENOUS RESERVE® OF DOJURA MORE THAN 300KkH OF MEDELLIN

ColomMEIrA

IT 15 LOCATED IN THE ENTIRE REGION OF VRASA, A FERTILE TERRITORY
WHERE EVERYTHING SPRINGS FROM THE EARTH WITH GREAT EASE

1. THROWGH THE CONCEPT OF RESERVE, THE QOLOMEBIAN GOVERMENT RECOGNIZES AND GRANTS INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES
THE RIGHT To OowN A TERRITORY AND TO ORGANRE THEMSELVES WITHIN IT AVTONOMOUSLY ACCORDING TO THEIR
WORLOVIE WS AND BELIEFS.THIS 15 A RIGHT ACHIEVED ONLYy 30 YEARS AGO IN THE 1991 PoliTICAL CowsTITurIOoN



OF My YouTH, I HAD To ULVE AS SOMEONE ELSE

rd
THERE ; DURING ALL MY CHILDKoOD AMD PART

THAT OTHER PERSON WwtHo, AlTHoVsH SHE WAS A STRANGER 70 ME,
WAS THE ONE EVERYJONE RECOSMIZED N My ComMuNIT Y.
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[ FELT A (ONSTANT SENSE OF INADEQUACY SECAUSE EVEN THOUGH OTHER THINGS
ATTRACTED ME AND CAGHT My ATTENTION




e

4

\

)

;4.

M
i
it

W

OOOOO

~

M AND 1T UNS Too HEAVY A BURDEN FIR My youWs AGE
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I GREW OLDER AND THE RESPONSIEILITIES BECAME GREATER. Now THAT I WAS OLDER,
I HAd 70 Do WHAT ALl THoSE WHo LookED LIKE ME DID: WORK IN THE FIELRS

pe

IT PAINED ME TO Kiow THAT EVEN THOVGH
THAT WASN'T UiAT I WANTED FoR
MYSELE, T HAD To KEEP DOWG IT.
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THE LONG PAYS IN THE SUN WERE
BURNING MY BoDy- AND MY HEART
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I USED WHAT I EARMED o SECRETLY #vy P
MYSELF THINGS THAT I FELT HelFep ME
CONNECT MORE WHTH MYSELF 17,‘{’5’(2:47,;";5‘:)/";‘5:%‘




PP i i THE VIlIAGE §
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THAT TREE I5
GETTING CROOKED

I'M 6ONE To TALK TO Him AND

TELL HIM TO SEHAVE, HE CAN'T 6E

EMMRRASIVE US AS A FAMILY N
EROAT OF THE WHOLE commWiTy

BUT My DREAMS FADED AS I LISTENED TO
THOSE AROUND ME MURMURING ABOUT My
CHANGES AND DESIRES

I FET WATCHED AND REJECTED. NOT oNLY 8y My FAMILY,
Bur Also By THE INTIMIDATION oF OTHER PEOPLE ouTSIDE
My INDIGENOUS CoMMUNITY...




THEIR INTENTION WAS TO STRIP US OF OUR INDIGENOUS
TERRITORY 50 THAT THE DRK POWERS (owWlD VSE 1T Yo
THEIR AVANTAGE . THEy WANTED To CONTROL EVERYTHING,
AND ANy MANIEESTATION THAT WAS OUT OF THE WoRmAL
7 WAS THREATE NED.
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AROUND THAT TIME KAPWNIA® MEN CAME TO MY (OMMUNITY. / g [T\ AR
THEY CAME Willj THEIR WEAFON'S AND THEIR VIDLENCE To ; " (- ) Y
Solt FEAR AMONG Us. ' , .I ' l
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THE MIGAT WS THEIR Ally THEY MOVED . " SN .n.ﬁﬂ'uvl\) -Ql:‘ Lo e
STEALTHILY THAOUEN THE SHADows AND
WHEN You LEAST ExPECTED IT, THEY WERE ‘.4 %A JusT UKE WHAT HAPPENED
§Y YeUR 51DE v W/ To Me THAT NIGHT..
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GET LOST BECAVUSE WE DonT
WANMT To SEE you HERE AGAIN

—_—
WE PON'T WANT FAGS HERE 0 /

IT WAS TIME FOR ME To LEAVE AWND
RW AWAY FRoM DOoJURA.
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THIS MESSAGE WS THE STRoWGEST (oWFIRMATION THAT My HoME
WAS WO LONGER My HoME

2. WORD IN EMBERA VSED To REFER To PEOPLE wio ARE NoT INDIGENOVS.



L WisH I coulD HAVE ENJOYED THE =CENERY, THE MOUNTAINS, THE RIVERS AND THE FEOPLE THAT
APFEARED ON THE LONG ROAD THAT Took ME To MEDELLIN

I CURLEP VP IN THE SEAT 50 AS AND IT WAS INEVITAGLE NoT TO END VP CRYING
NOT TO FEEL SO LONELY THINKING ABOUT ALl THAT | WAS LEAVING BEHIND

s

C HELP, I'M Goine Te
%{/ Izwn/ MEDELLIN, 8UT
- ANYTHING L'VE NEVER
BEEN THERE

IT WAS THE FIRST TIME SOMEONE SPOKE To ME WITH SUCH KINDNESS




WE ARE ARRIVING
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L (OUDNT STOP LOoKING OUT THE WINDOW AND SEEING THOSE GIANT MOVWTAINS FUll OF LITTLE LIGHTS
I THouvsHT THEY WERE BEAUTIFUL AND AT THE SAME TIME THEY FILLED ME WITH FEAR, THEY MADE ME FEEL

SMALL IN THE MIDDLE OF SVCH A BiG GITY.
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AT My HovsE




I STAYED FOR A COUPLE OF WEEKS IN THE HOUSE OF THIS
KIND STRANGER WHo LATER BECAME My FRIEND

N

,; Y

.: \ll'l”’ﬁ“'”ﬂ/}[ uf'

=z

722220000 270 NS

ZZLIILUNN

Yidaarasi ”

1/'[71\‘\\\

IT WAS A TOTALlYy NEw AND STRANGE PLACE FOR ME,
50 DIFFERENT FROM My PARENTS' HUT IN DOJVRA

HE LIVED THERE WITH HIS MOTHER, A
WOMAN WHo Took ME IN AND SHARED
HER TABLE wiTH ME ...
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A FEw DAYs AFTER BEING IN HER
HOVSE, SHE TOOK ME To A VERY EYE
OPENING PLACE FOR mE .
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|10 A PLACE THAT

1 WANT 70
INTRODVCE you

I THINK yov will
LIKE VERY MuCH

\N

you Wil FIND VERy DIVERSE l

PEOPLE, 8UT All OF THEM HAVE
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GONE THROVSH THING AS Yoo/
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I STARTED T0 60 70 THIS PLACE, IT SECAME
A HOME WHERE I FEL] SURROVIDED
8y BROTHERS AND SISTERS

THERE I UNDERST00D HOW DIVERSE § ;
THE GENDER SPECTRUM 15 NN \ I
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FOR A LoNs TIME I WAS ALSO CONFVSED, RECAUSE
I THOUENT THAT MY TRSTE FOR THE FEMWNINE AND

NY ATIRACTION To NETEROSEXUAL MEN MADE ME
A 6AY MAN

BUT AS I CAME HERE AND LEARNED ASOVT
OTHER PEOPLE'S EXPERIENCES, T GRADUALLY
UNDERSTOOD THAT T REALLY WANTED TO
BE A WOMAN.

Wow LONG HAVE you
BEEN IN MEDELLIN?

I REALIZED THAT I NEEDED WORDS TO NAME

WHAT I' WAS. I WAS AWwAYyS DEFINED &Y
POINTING FINGERS AND MOCAERY.

AND KAVE YoV ALREADY ﬂftmo‘)
WITH TNE HORMONES? ;"
>
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NORMONEST | —7
WAAT po Yoo MEAN?
I PonT know wusr you'RE

TALK WG AtouT

\ J C‘)—"’

f ABOUT THE PROCCES TO START

THEY RE PNLS INAT NELP ys
FECME o & REALY wanT

[/ NERE RE NAVE FECN Go/dED

TAKIMG TreM, JF you AT
W CAN MELP yous TO MAKE
AN APPONTMENT 1o &€ CVIEL
TOO, WA P yow side To ?




I DIDN'T HAVE TO SHAVE SO OFTEN ANYMORE
AND MY VOICE WAS GETTING SOFTER
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SIARTING T0 TAKE THE PIlLs wis auiTe A |[ /
JOURNEY... MY 800) BEGAN To CHANGE N WAYS | /
I DIDN'T THINK WERE POSSIBLE -
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AT THAT MOMENT I DECIDED THAT I N9 LONGER WANIED 72 RUN AWAY. I WANTED
T0 FACE THE WORLD WHILE BEING ME.THE WOMAN I HAD ALWAYS BEEN...
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THAT DOESN'T MATIER To ME,
NO MATTER WHAT, ['M YOUR
MOM AND Yyov'lt ALWAYS
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WHAT Took you
[\ S0 [oNG To cAlL?

THESE WERE JUST THE WORDS
T NEEDED 70 HEAR 50 I CoulD
Do WHAT I WANTED T0 DO...

I DREAMED OF RETURNING TO
MY COMMUNIT), 8UT I WAS
AFRAID OF GEING REJECTED
AGAIN 50 I HAD To MAKE SURE
THAT I WOULD BE FROTECTED

IF I WENT BACK.

IT's JusT 7HAT I'M 50
DIFFERENT RIGHT Now

L Now kNow WHAT
I NEED 70 DO




I TO0Kk A PATH THAT WAS QUITE UNKNowN TO

ME.. I HAD TO DEMAND AND MAKE MYSELF

HEARD. NOT ONLY FOR ME, BUT THE OTHER TRANS
GIRLS WHO MIcHT NEED IT..

THE LAST STEP TO RETURN HOME WAS 70 CONFRONT THE
COMMUNITIES. I NEEDED THEIR

INDIGENOUS
SUPPORT AND PROTECTION..

BUT THE ANSWER CAME ...

THEY Took SO0 MANY WEEKS Yy
10 RESFOND, AT ONE FoMWT |

THOVGHT THEY NEVER Woulb.),
A WALL CALENDAR FROM

WHICH FPAGES ARE BEING ToRw
OFF AND LET IN THE winvg
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) THIS LETTER THE N THE DOJURA INDIGE -
) BN\ RIGHTS 0F THE L68T/ 2.~ NNNOVS RESERVATION
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W MoM, SEE you 590N/




I WAS 50 AFRAID OF GOING BACK AND BEING SINGLED QYT
AGAIN, BUT I WAS SURE T NEEDED TO MAKE THIS TRIP...
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You Mom|

MY MOM'S HV6 MADE
ME FEEL AT HOME




IT Whs TIME To SHARE WHAT SHE HAVE LEARNED...

COMING BALK To DOTURA W3 MORE THAN (OMING BACK T0 My MoM5s
HousE. IT WAS ASO ABWT TELLING MY STORY, AT SFEAKWG VP fOR
THE RIGHTS OF THoSE LIKE ME

LET'S DRAW WHAT we
LIKE TRE MosT Asovi
—\ OVASELVES _
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I WAs HAFPY 0 Do THIS 50 WHAT EVERYONE N MY (OMMUNITY
WO REWOMZE THAT WE ARE ALl DVERSE AND HAVE THE

=== RIGHT T0 EXIST==
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RETURNING T0 DOJURA WAS NECESSARY IN ORDER TO FIND MYSELF AGAIN. NO LONGER OUT OF FEAR,
BuT RATHER IN (ELEBRATION OF BEING GERALDINE, THE WomAN I HAVE ALWAYS BEEN




'RETURNING T0
DOTURA WAS
NECESSARY IN ORDER
CTOFIND MISELF
~ AGAIN,BUT NOT FROM
A POSITION OF FEAR

~ BUT FROM A PUSITION
OF CELEBRATION AS
 GERALDINE, THE WOMAN

THAT I ALWAYS
AVE BEEN.




