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Mapping Skills within 
the ecosystem

Much of the literature, including strategy and 
policy frameworks, around digital skills are 
hesitant to identify key skills within various 
industries that are in demand or driving shifts - 
this is because digital skills and their specific 
applications change rapidly. Within the creative 
sector certain skills are certainly focus areas for 
the moment including gaming and animation 
(Craffert 2018) as well as web design, digital 
typography, UX and UI design (Adobe 2020).

Among township based respondents, skills 
identified included:

Visual and graphics focused digital skills:
Still and moving image
Editing and effects
graphic design

Administrative digital skills
Word and number processing
Project mangement + teleconfrencing

Web development
web design and development
security and systems management

Digital marketing
social media
content creation tools

Most used and in demand: Adobe suite and 
digital marketing
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LQWHUYLHZV७DQG७IRFXV७JURXSV௵७WKH७SURFHVV७RI७
DWWDLQLQJ७FUHDWLYH७GLJLWDO७VNLOOV७SUHVHQWV७DV७
FRPSOH[७DQG७QRQ௶७OLQHDU௷७5HVSRQGHQWV७
LQGLFDWHG७D७ODUJHO\७FRPPRQ७H[SHULHQFH७RI७
VHHNLQJ७FUHDWLYH७GLJLWDO७VNLOOV७LQ७DQ७H[SORUDWRU\७
ZD\௵७ZLWK७PXOWLSOH७WXUQLQJ७SRLQWV७DQG७
VWXPEOLQJ७EORFNV௷

7KH७ZDQGHULQJ७SDWK७RI७FUHDWLYH७GLJLWDO७VNLOOV७LV७
DQ७DJJUHJDWH७RI७WKH७H[SHULHQFHV७RI७
LQWHUYLHZHHV௵७VXUYH\७UHVSRQGHQWV७DQG७IRFXV७
JURXSV७DQG७SUHVHQWV७XV७ZLWK७WKH७VWRU\७RI७KRZ७
FUHDWLYHV७JR७DERXW७EXLOGLQJ७WKHLU७FDUHHUV௷

7KH७SDWK७LV७PDGH७XS७RI७D७QXPEHU७RI७
NH\७HOHPHQWVః

7KH�FXULRXV�FRXUVH
7KH�VNLOOV��NQRZOHGJH�DQGb
FDSDFLWLHV�OHDUQHG��SX]]OHb
SLHFHV�
7KH�GHILQLQJ�PRPHQW
7KH�FRQVFLRXV�FRXUVH
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7KH�ZDQGHULQJ�SDWK�RIb
FUHDWLYH�GLJLWDO�VNLOOV



:K\�WKH�ZDQGHULQJb
SDWK�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WRb
XQGHUVWDQG
0RVW७FDUHHU७MRXUQH\V७LQFOXGH७WKHLU७WZLVWV७DQG७
WXUQV௵७DQG७JURZWK७DQG७NQRZOHGJH७GHYHORSPHQW७
RYHU७WLPH७௶७YHU\७IHZ७DUH७D७VWUDLJKW७DQG७VPRRWK७
ULGH௷७7KLV७LV७HVSHFLDOO\७WKH७FDVH७LQ७WKH७ILHOG७RI७
GLJLWDO७VNLOOV௵७ZKHUH७WHFKQRORJLHV७DUH७FRQVWDQWO\७
VKLIWLQJ௵७QHZ७VRIWZDUH७DOZD\V७HPHUJLQJ७DQG७WKH७
௰PRYH७IDVW७DQG७EUHDN७WKLQJV௰७DSSURDFK७UHVXOWV७LQ७D७
IDVW७SDFHG७QHZQHVV௶७RULHQWHG७LQGXVWU\௷७7KLV७LV७DOVR७
HVSHFLDOO\७WKH७FDVH७LQ७WKH७FUHDWLYH७VHFWRU௵७
FKDUDFWHULVHG७E\७SUHFDULW\௵७QHZQHVV௵७DQG७D७ODFN७RI७
FOHDU७SLSHOLQHV७RU७LQGXVWU\७JXLGHOLQHV௷७3XW७
WRJHWKHU௵७FUHDWLYH७GLJLWDO७VNLOOV७DUH७D७ZDQGHULQJ७
ODQGVFDSH௷

)RU७PDQ\७IURP७7RZQVKLS७EDFNJURXQGV௵७
SDUWLFXODUO\७WKRVH७LQ७ORZ௶७LQFRPH७FRQWH[WV௵७ZLWK७
OLPLWHG७UHVRXUFHV७DQG७UHODWLYHO\७ORZ७H[SRVXUH७
ZLWKLQ७WKH७EDVLF७HGXFDWLRQ७V\VWHP७WR७ERWK७
WHFKQRORJ\७DQG७WKH७DUWV௵७WKLV७ZDQGHULQJ७
SURFHVV७EHFRPHV७HYHQ७PRUH७DFXWH௷

6WD\LQJ�WKH�FRXUVH�LV�DQ�LQGLFDWRU�RIb
LPPHQVH�FRPPLWPHQW�DQG�GULYH�



The curious course

 Without substantial exposure and access to information, these creatives 
have to find their own way - seeking out possibilities, and changing tact 
according to what they get access to. Much of this period is about chance 
encounter with various creative digital skills and potential career 
trajectories, and individuals need to be self- driven in order to take 
advantage of a wide range of possibilities, opportunities, but also many 
dead- ends and wrong turns. This usually takes the form of self- training, 
enrolling in training institutions, undertaking workshops or using hub 
networks - whatever skills, knowledge and information they can access, 
they fiercely consume.

Often within Township contexts, embarking on this advancing and innovative space of 
creative digital skills careers, the first phase is anchored by curious individuals, driven by 
necessity, passion and commitment.



7KH�FXULRXV�FRXUVH�b
FKDUDFWHULVHG�E\b
H[SORUDWLRQ���H[SRVXUH

6RXUFHV�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ
+XEV
:RUNVKRSV
0HQWRUVKLSV
3HHU�QHWZRUNV

1HHGV
ΖQGXVWU\�VSHFLȴF�LQIRUPDWLRQ
+DUG�VRIW�ZDUH
6XVWDLQHG�ȴQDQFLQJ
&UHDWLYH�ΖQGXVWULHV�VSHFLȴFb
HQWUHSUHQHXULDO�VXSSRUW
ΖQGXVWU\�VSHFLȴF�LQFRPHV�DQG�ZRUNb
H[SHULHQFH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV

3URFHVV
3HHU�VNLOOV�VKDULQJ
6HOI��WHDFKLQJ
2QOLQH�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�LQIRb
JDWKHULQJ
%URDG�UDQJH�RI�VNLOOV�EHLQJb
DFTXLUHG�DW�LQWUR�OHYHO
7HVWLQJ���WU\LQJ

&KDOOHQJHV
&RVWV�RI�LQWHUQHW�DFFHVV
&HUWDLQ�WHFKQRORJLHV�DUH�LQDFFHVVLEOH�GXH�WR�WKHb
KLJK�EDVLF�FRVWV
0DQ\�WHFKQRORJLHV�UHTXLUH�UHODWLYHO\�SRZHUIXOb
FRPSXWHUV�DQG�H[SHQVLYH�VRIWZDUH
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$ORQJ७WKH७FRXUVH७RI७GLJLWDO७VNLOOV७DFTXLVLWLRQ௵७DQ७LQGLYLGXDO७
SLFNV७XS७D७ZLGH७UDQJH७RI७FDSDFLWLHV௵७LQVLGHU७NQRZOHGJHV௵७DQG७
EHWWHU७XQGHUVWDQGLQJ७RI७WKHLU७RZQ७VWUHQJWKV७DQG७LQWHUHVWV७௶७
ZH७VHH७WKHVH७DV७SLHFHV७WR७WKH७SX]]OH௷७(DFK७WLPH७WKLV७LPSDFWV७
WKHLU७URXWH७DORQJ७WKH७FXULRXV७FRXUVH௷७7KH७DFFXPXODWLRQ७RI७
WKHVH७SX]]OH७SLHFHV७HYHQWXDOO\७UHVXOWV७LQ७HQRXJK७RI७WKHP७
FRPLQJ७WRJHWKHU७WR७IRUP७D७FOHDUHU७LPDJH७RI७WKH७IXWXUH७DQG७
SDWK७IRUZDUG௷

7KLV७SRLQW७LV७ZKHUH७ࢇXHQF\bRFFXUV௵७ZKHUH७WKH७
LQGLYLGXDO७KDV७PRUH७FODULW\७DERXW७KRZ७DQG७ZKHUH७
WR७XVH७WKHLU७VNLOOV௷७$७VWUHDPOLQLQJ७SURFHVV७HPHUJHV७
DQG७JDLQLQJ७PHDQLQJIXO७DFFHVV७WR७LQGXVWU\७PD\७
RFFXU७DW७WKLV७VWDJH௵७IDFLOLWDWLQJ७IXUWKHU७DFFHVV७WR७
RSSRUWXQLWLHV७IRU७FUHDWLYH७VNLOOV७XWLOLVDWLRQ७ZLWKLQ७
YDULRXV७VHFWRUV௷

)XUWKHU�PRPHQWV�OLNHb
WKHVH�FRQWLQXH�DW�SRLQWVb

DORQJ�WKH�MRXUQH\



��DQG�RQH�PRUH�WKLQJ��<RXWXEH�LV�D�IULHQG��WKDW�\RXb
FDQ�DVN�IRU�DOO�VRUWV�RI�KHOS�DQG�LW�ZLOO�VKRZ�\RX�VWHSb

E\�VWHS��KRZ�WR�GR�ZKDW�\RX�QHHG�WR�GR�
��/HUDWR



7KH�FRQVFLRXV�FRXUVH

7KH७FRQVFLRXV७FRXUVH७FRPHV७DERXW७DV७D७UHVXOW७RI७
RI७WKH७GHILQLQJ७PRPHQW௵७VKLIWLQJ७WR७D७PRUH७
IRFXVHG७VWUDWHJ\७RI७DFTXLULQJ७FUHDWLYH७GLJLWDO७VNLOOV७
DQG७GHYHORSLQJ७D७FDUHHU७LQ७WKLV७ILHOG௷७6XSSRUWHG७
E\७GLUHFWHG७QHWZRUN७EXLOGLQJ७DQG७WKH७V\VWHPDWLF७
DFTXLVLWLRQ७RI७DGYDQFHG७FUHDWLYH७GLJLWDO७VNLOOV௵७
LQGLYLGXDOV७DUH७W\SLFDOO\७WKHQ७DEOH७WR७SLYRW७WRZDUGV७
D७VWUDWHJLF७DSSURDFK७WR७FDUHHU௶७EXLOGLQJ௷

'XULQJ७WKLV७SKDVH७RI७WKH७ZDQGHULQJ७SDWK७RI७
FUHDWLYH७GLJLWDO७VNLOOV௵७WKHUH७PD\७EH७IHZHU७
FRXUVH७UHGLUHFWLRQV७DQG७OHVV७ZDQGHULQJ௷७
6SHFLDOLVHG७FUHDWLYH७GLJLWDO७VNLOOV७DUH७
GHHSHQHG௵७DQG७DUH७DSSOLHG७DFURVV७YDULRXV७
VHFWRUV௷७:KLOH७D७QXPEHU७RI७WKH७EDUULHUV७RI७
WKH७SUHYLRXV७SKDVH७UHPDLQ௵७WKH७H[SDQVLRQ७RI७
QHWZRUNV७DQG७FOHDUHU७SODQ७HQDEOH७FUHDWLYHV७
WR७FKRRVH७SDWKV७WKDW७DUH७ZRUNDEOH७ZLWKLQ७WKH७
FRQVWUDLQWV७WKH\७IDFH௷७7KLV७SKDVH७LV७WKHUHIRUH७
QRW७DV७ZLGH७RSHQ௵७EXW७LV७GULYHQ७E\७D७VHQVH७RI७
LQWHQWLRQDOLW\௷



6RXUFHV�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ
6SHFLȴF�QHWZRUN�EXLOGLQJ
6WUDWHJLF�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�SURMHFWV
ΖQGXVWU\�LQFRPH�DQG�H[SHULHQFHb
RSSRUWXQLWLHV

1HHGV
6SHFLDOLVDWLRQ
([SHUW�RU�PDVWHU�WUDLQLQJ
'HGLFDWHG�DQG�NQRZOHGJHDEOH�QHWZRUNV
$FFHVV�WR�XS��VNLOOLQJ�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQb
NH\�LGHQWLȴHG�LVVXHV

3URFHVV
1DUURZHU�UDQJH�RI�VNLOOV��PRUH�DGYDQFHG�
6HHNLQJ�RXW�VSHFLȴF�KXEV�HWF�WR�SOXJ�LGHQWLȴHG�JDSV�LQ�NQRZOHGJHb
'LUHFWHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�VHDUFKLQJ��(DVLHU�DFFHVV�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ
$OLJQLQJ�WR�LQGXVWU\�UHTXLUHPHQWV

7KH�FRQVFLRXV�FRXUVH�b
FKDUDFWHULVHG�E\�IRFXVb
��VSHFLDOLVDWLRQ

%DUULHUV
6SHFLDOLVW�WUDLQLQJ�LV�GLɝFXOW�WR�DFFHVV
1*2�ZRUNVKRSV�DQG�KXE�WUDLQLQJ�LV�XVXDOO\b
HQWU\�OHYHO�RU�WRR�EURDG
6RIW�DQG�+DUG�ZDUH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�LQFUHDVH



7KLQNLQJ�DERXW�WKHb
ZD\�IRUZDUG

$V७GLJLWDO७FUHDWLYH७VNLOOV७JURZ७LQ७YDULDWLRQ७DQG७
LPSRUWDQFH७ZLWKLQ७WKH७FUHDWLYH७HFRQRP\௵७
ZKDW७GR७WKHVH७LQVLJKWV७PHDQ७IRU७WKH७IXWXUHఈ

/HDUQLQJ�WR�OHDUQ

7KH७FDSDFLW\७WR७WHDFK७RQHVHOI७
EHFRPHV७YLWDO७WR७DQ\७
HQYLURQPHQW७ORRNLQJ७WR७
HQDEOH७FUHDWLYHV७௶७KXEV௵७
LQFXEDWRUV७௴७WUDLQLQJ७SODFHV௷
3HGDJRJLFDOO\७WKLV७DOVR७PHDQV७
OHDUQLQJ७WKH७EDVH७SULQFLSOHV७RI७
WHFKQRORJLHV७WR७HQDEOH७WKH७
FDSDFLW\७WR७EXLOG७XSRQ७WKHVH௷

&RQQHFWLQJ

7KH७FDSDFLW\७WR७OHDUQ७IURP७
SHHUV७DQG७SURIHVVLRQDOV७LV७YLWDO७
WR७HQDEOLQJ७FUHDWLYHV७WR७
DFFXPXODWH७VNLOOV७DQG७PDNH७
VKRUWFXWV७DORQJ७WKH७FRXUVH७RI७
WKHLU७FDUHHUV௷७6XSSRUWLQJ७
GLJLWDO७VNLOOV७DFTXLVLWLRQ७
UHTXLUHV७QHWZRUN

ΖQWHJUDWLRQV

7KH७HFRV\VWHPV७EHLQJ७EXLOW७E\७
FUHDWLYHV७SRLQW७WR७LQWHUZRYHQ७
DQG७PXOWLIDFHWHG७VLWHV७RI७
OHDUQLQJ௵७H[SORUDWLRQ७DQG७
JURZWK௷७6WUDWHJLHV७IRU७
HQDEOHUV७௶७HVSHFLDOO\७DW७SROLF\७
DQG७IXQGHU७OHYHO७௶७VKRXOG७HFKR७
WKLV௵७UDWKHU७WKDQ७IRFXV७RQ७
VLQJXODU७VLWHV७RI७GHYHORSPHQW௷



Thinking about the 
way forward cont.

What might this mean for active, practical 
shifts to our programming and strategies?

Teaching to teach

Train the trainer strategies for 
education programmes 
enable a greater ecosystem of 
knowledge. This enables 
apprenticeship based learning 
and supports more hubs and 
Seta's look to enable in- 
practice educators with 
pedagogical capacities.

Redefining

It's vital to develop new 
frameworks for capacities to 
learn and absorb skills that 
are not limited by matric 
certificates or degrees. 
Leading tech training hubs are 
developing aptitude 
assessments that also 
recognise 'soft skills'.

Modelling

There needs to be greater 
connections made between 
those with existing workable 
models for creative digital 
skills transfers and Setas and 
TVETS, so as to not 're- invent 
the wheel'. This includes 
financing those who are good 
at what they do.
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