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Cultural Networks Yemen is a project of the Goethe-Institut Jordan that
supports the cultural sector in Yemen. Its program provides training
and networking opportunities for artists and cultural actors, connecting
people from various backgrounds and offering safe spaces for inclusion
and participation.

The project was initiated in late 2020 and received some 200 applications
for its Qualification Program 2021. Creative actors and cultural managers
from all over Yemen submitted their project ideas, covering various artistic
disciplines, including street theater, podcasts, children’s literature, and
musical heritage.

On the following pages, you will get to know the selected participants and
their projects, as well as the trainers and mentors accompanying them on
their journey. The Qualification Program has helped participants refine
their project ideas and prepare for their implementation, all while getting
connected with other creative minds both locally and internationally.

% Federal Foreign Office GOETHE
CJ INSTITUT
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Abduljabbar Alsuhili (AJ) is an actor and cultural practitioner who uses arts
for social and political change. He produced and participated in theater plays,
stand-up comedy events, films, TV and radio drama. He has been working in
performing arts since 1998, starting at a very young age mainly voluntarily
using theater and music in raising awareness of a set of political, educational,
and social issues. He delivered many of performances inside and outside Yemen.

He was one of the organizers of the first stand-up comedy in Yemen. He is the first
ICORN artist-in-residence (International Cities of Refugee Network) in Helsingborg,
Sweden. He took part in different cultural and artistic projects inside and outside Sweden.
He co-founded ECHO in France / Yemen and he is leading its branch in Sweden.
ECHO is an independent non-profit organization that aims to advance educational
and cultural empowerment in Yemen.
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Ibi Ibrahim (born 1987) is a visual artist, musician, writer, and film director.
Ibi is the founder of Romooz Foundation; an independent non-profit
dedicated to support emerging Art and Literature in Yemen. In late 2019, Ibi
co-founded ARSHEEF, a contemporary art gallery based in Sana’a dedicated
to emerging talent.

His projects have received numerous art awards including the Arab Funds
for Arts and Culture, Prince Claus Fund, British Council, RedBull Middle East,
Art Jameel, and Culture Resources.
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Shaima Gamal, 29, has a degree in political sciences and is Executive
Director of Basement Foundation for culture and social development,
which was established in 2009. She has over nine years of experience in
the field of directing arts and cultural programs in Yemen. Her approach
is to embed art as a tool for social change and peacebuilding in local
communities. Shaima is a consultant on art programs in Yemen and works
with several international and local organizations. She is also a trainer in
cultural management and debates.
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Yousra Ishaqg is a first-time film director, with a strong background as a
film producer in Yemen, facilitating local productions and coordinating
multinational teams including international media outlets such as the BBC
and PBS between 2013 and 2017. Yousra studied Business Administration
at UUM (Malaysia) and applied her business management skills in versatile
and multi-functional environments. In 2017, she co-founded the Yemen-
based film foundation and production company, Comra Films. In 2018, one
of the projects, she worked on for PBS as a field producer was nominated
for an Emmy Award.
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Aziz is a Yemeni art enthusiast based in Cairo, with 10 years of experience
in the field of culture and arts. He acts as coordinator at Basement Cultural
Foundation in Sana'a. Aziz is also an amateur photographer. He has produced
several articles on arts and culture in Yemen for different magazines, incl.
Al-Madaniya Magazine and Raseef 22.
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Akhter Qasim is a theater director and elocution instructor at Jameel
Ghanem Institute of Fine Arts, with a degree in Theater from Baghdad
University. He is also managing programs at the “The German House for
Culture & Cooperation”, and he has worked as a cultural advisor for the
Danish Refugee Support Organization. At the German House, Akhter has
performed numerous readings, plays, and Youtube episodes, as well as
radio episodes and cultural events.
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Fatma Al-Baiti is a content creator based in the UK. Fatma started her social
media presence in 2014 as a local restaurant reviewer in Sana‘a, Yemen.
After moving to London, her content evolved to telling the unknown stories
of dishes after realizing how food is a door to understanding people and
cultures. Fatma has recently gone back to focusing on Yemeni food by
hosting London’s first Yemeni pop-up brunch series, Meet me at Fatma’s,
and becoming the host of the hit online food series Joo' Al-Raraboo’ (named
after a famous food proverb in Aden) on social media.
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Mohammed Al Anesi is a Yemeni lawyer based in France. He is the founder
and CEO of ECHO non-profit Organization that thrives to empower Yemeni
youth culturally and academically. Besides Yemen and France, he has
also lived in Egypt, the UK and Jordan, which contributed to shaping his
multicultural personality and diversified profile. He is a certified project
manager and has led several cultural and academic projects and initiatives.
Mohammed considers himself an advocate of women empowerment and
aims, via ECHO, to achieve a higher level of female representation in the
academic and cultural scenes in Yemen. He is also a certified data protection
officer in Europe with extensive experience in corporate, intellectual
property and international law.
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Mariam Al-Dhubhani is a Yemeni-Russian award-winning journalist,
filmmaker, and curator. She first pursued her passion for media during the
2011 Arab uprisings and co-founded her first media production. Her films
have been screened globally at festivals such as Carthage, Interfilm, and
Oaxaca. She also utilizes virtual reality in highlighting stories from Yemen.

V4444404 1
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Nasser Almang is a Yemeni American producer, cultural and social activist.
He is founder and CEO of Youth of the World Together organization (YWT).
Nasser is interested in supporting the creative and cultural industry within
and outside Yemen. He has 6 years of experience in non-profit management
and empowering Yemeni artists, storytellers and filmmakers. Making impact
via social change and supporting the Arts & Culture are his main goals
through YWT.
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Rasha Obaid is a contemporary realist artist living in London focusing
on drawing and sculpture. Native to Hadramout, her style pays to her
homeland's traditional carvings, heritage and Sufi Islamic art in combination
to European 19th century realism and post impressionism schools. Her style
in telling the stories of female experiences emerges from advocating for
women's rights for 15 years. She is currently a student at Studio Incamminati,
USA, and City and Guilds Art School, London. Among other degrees, Rasha
also received the Chevening Scholarship and completed a master's degree
in Post-war Recovery Studies at the University of York, UK.
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Thana Faroq is a Yemeni photographer based in the Netherlands. Her work
mirrors her life and provides a visual echo of her voice as she negotiates
themes of memory, boundaries, and migration.

Thana was a recipient of the 2018 inaugural Open Society Foundation
Fellowship Grant and Exhibition and the 2019 Arab Documentary Fund
supported by the Prince Claus Fund and Magnum Foundation and Zenith
Magazine Reporting Grant. She was featured in the British Journal of
Photography’s Ones to Watch series in 2020.

Thana received her BA in Government and International Relations from Clark
University, and an MA in Documentary Photography and Photojournalism
from The University of Westminster London. She is currently completing her
MA in Photography and Society at The Royal Academy of Art, The Hague.
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Shihab Jamal is a writer and researcher. He has more than 8 years of
experience as a cultural actor and a bachelor’s in media. He is working as
a researcher at Basement Foundation and a writer at Al-Qema company,
that exports Yemeni coffee to Europe. Shihab published several research
articles in Yemeni history, mythology, heritage, and anthropology in Al-
Madaniya and Khuyut Magazines. He got several sessions of training in
telling stories and gender equality art with “Swedish Institute” as well as with
“CARE Foundation”. Furthermore, at Basement Foundation, he participated
in organizing more than 200 art galleries and cultural events.
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Hanan Ishaqg- writer, photographer and visual artist based in Yemen.
Currently works in communications with a UN agency. Published both
locally and internationally as an artist, Hanan's artwork expresses a range
of notions, including reflections of her cognitive reality/internal dialogue
while seeking empowerment as a woman raised in a conservative and
complex socio-political reality. In addition to expressing her metaphysical
interpretations, she also finds special interest in connotations of the social
institution and the status quo.
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Abeer Mohamed Salmen Al Hadrami graduated in 2014 from Hadhramout
University, Faculty of Fine Arts. She is a plastic artist and took part in
many local and international exhibitions (Italy, Egypt, Malaysia). In 2018,
she held her first personal exhibition. Abeer independently opened her
own art studio, “Art Zone Studio”, in Mukalla, Hadhramaut, in 2020.
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ART ZONE STUDIO

Abeer’s project targets artists and the Yemeni and Hadrami community,
providing trainings for artists and Arabic calligraphers in Hadramout,
including a series of specialized and advanced trainings in the field of
visual art and courses on peace building. The trainings will result in four
art exhibitions in several main cities in Hadramout, as well as an interactive
electronic art exhibition. In addition, workshops will be held targeting
decision-makers, influencers and media professionals, to highlight the status
of artists in the province. A short film about the artists in Yemen will be
released, comparing their situation to other Yemeni artists living abroad.
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Afnan Al-Abbadi, a Yemeni voice over. Born in 1997 - Sana’a. She studied
computer science and recently graduated from Sana'a University. The fields
she is related to are content writing, voice-over, and digital marketing:
Afnan has taken a voice-over course at Yes Media company along wit
online marketing courses such as Google’s Skills from Google and SE
from Edraak platform. Following this, she participated as a voice over wi
Smei-Colon team in the Arab Development Portal competition. Afnan.
the narrator of animated stories on a YouTube channel as well as one
the content writers of Rabit upcoming festival.
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The chains binding Yemenis to their history have been downsized due to the
marginalization of such a valuable heritage which required an intervention.
Line Creative Studio has initiated a proposal to produce a series that sheds
light on Yemeni archeology and mythology in a way that is attractive for
our current generation. The series will be produced as an animation that
focuses on in-depth detailed graphics. It will include 7 episodes, each of
which will be 4-5 minutes long. Moreover, the series will be presented
in a narrative style including characters’ dialogues in addition to sound
effects and soundtracks.
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Ahmed al-Barout serves as the director of cultural activities within the
Cultural and Heritage Fund office in Sana'a. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in
Heritage Studies from Dhmar University and a Master’s degree in Islamic
Heritage from Sana’a University. Over the years, He previously served as
part of the Yemen organizing team behind the 2004 Arab Capital of Culture
(Sana'a Edition), an annual regional initiative taken by the Arab League
under the UNESCO cultural capitals program to promote and celebrate
Arab culture and encourage cooperation in the Arab region. Since 2006,
he has been affiliated with the Cultural and Heritage Fund office in Sana'a,
first as director of the arts desk (2006-2009) and since 2009 as director
of the cultural activities desk. He also serves as a coordinator within t
Antiquities Return to Dhmar Museum project.
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THE COMPREHENSIVE STUDY FOR YEMENI CULTURAL POLICIES

This comprehensive study of Yemeni cultural policies aims to provide
an updated and improved paper on the cultural and intellectual policies
and laws that support and nurture the arts while also providing plans to
create infrastructure and cultural spaces capable of accommodating the
cultural diversity that characterizes Yemen. The study will be reviewed
and revised by specialists and experts in the field of culture policies, in line
with the specificity of culture and arts in Yemen while seeking the support
of pioneering experts in this field, locally, regionally and internationally.
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Bashayer Ali is a cultural activist, visual artist and content creator. Working
with several local and international organizations, she has been working in
the Yemen Art and Culture scene for the past three years. Being an artist
and a cultural activist, she strives to explore a context where both realms
are completing and complementing one another.
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THE QANBOUS PROJECT

The Qanbous instrument faces a serious threat of extinction with only two
professional players and only one professional luthier! The project aims to
revive the endangered Qanbous through a digital training course to teach
playing the instrument. The course will be directed by local Yemeni musicians
in particular and musicians in the diaspora in general. An extension of the
project will be to produce a documentary film and a booklet explaining
the machine-making process and its details. By the end of the project, all
educational and documentary materials will be uploaded to the platform'’s
website for it to be accessible and sustainable for all interested parties.
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Fatima Alkathiri is a translator and a digital-traditional artist. She holds
a Bachelor degree in English translation 2015, a diploma in graphics and
animation, a diploma in fashion design, Fatima is an art teacher who has
participated in over 26 art shows since 2005. She created and published
her first children’s book “A journey through Yemen's architecture” for the
UNESCO in 2021. Fatima is currently working as a TA in an English school.
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Fatima is creating three children’'s books within one year. Children between
the age of 5and 12 will be the main audience and a 20% of the book copies
will be distributed to displaced children in three different refugee camps.
Given that Fatima is both a content writer and an illustrator, the work will
be conducted solely by herself. The difficulties faced by Yemeni children
during the armed conflict will be addressed within the content of the
books. Several topics, including racial and gender based discrimination and
displacement caused by the conflict will be creatively integrated within
the content. An event will be held to announce and promote the books at
the Basement Cultural Center in Sana'a.
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Firyal Majdi is a cultural activist who participated in several cultural and
artistic projects. She worked as a broadcaster in a local radio station and
is currently working as a content writer and podcaster. She launched her
first podcast in April 2020 (Sulam Podcast). She is considered a pioneer.of
this type of content in Yemen and was selected by Aswatona (a German-
Lebanese network) and other local platforms for producing podcasts. She
is working on spreading this content in Yemen and concentrating on audio
documentation and storytelling.
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MENKAM (FORGOTTEN YEMENI RHYTHMS)

Menkam (Classical Arabic for Sandglass) is an interactive vocal documentation
project that aims to create feminine musical accounts on the history of the
Yemeni cultural scene. It navigates the diverse socio-cultural backgrounds
of the female singers and musicians and how they intersect within different
periods and locales. The project will attempt to reduce the information
gap in music histories by creating a comprehensive biography through
research and personal testimonies, shedding light on music, experiences,
and the compromises of these women through their career and to share
it with audiences and researchers via podcast platforms.
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Hisham Al Noman is a Yemeni musician, born 1969 in Taiz Governorate. He
works in the fields of composition, music training and acoustic engineering.
He is a graduate of Jameel Ghanem Institute of Fine Arts and founder of
Al Nowras band. He took part in founding many bands at the local level in
Yemen. Additionally, he is the chairman of Al Noman Foundation for Arts
and Culture. For many years, he was the head of the jury for the President
Award. He participated in many national festivals and has his own festivals
and artistic events inside and outside the country.

38

o il g
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Olasil 4,9
o sugll Jlonll & bl il pea) o s dglic by wgn 8,9 L olaaill 86,9
Lt g Alie 46,8 (10 s3> lgmmand ot galy & peSlrtly eghiol @b e

Eonill 130 pie) 820> diid L)l=d oS Lle pyemadig ddlic gblbs gLy olidllg
Elaslg duluadly dslud!l Calgll load)g was (o ditad] duidll d>Ladl el dgloa

el § @8 Gl 2>

AL-NUMAN BAND

Al-Numan Band is a singing orchestra project that seeks to support young
artists emerging in the musical field by qualifying them and engaging them
in a mentorship program to become part of a singing group that brings
them together to produce vocal pieces and encourages them to undertake
new artistic experiences. This project is considered an attempt to revive
the Yemeni art scene again, to supplement it with female and male talents,
and to create a cultural and artistic movement in Yemen.
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Ibraheem Fadl is a Yemeni artist, composer, and music producer. He is the
Co-Founder of Fertash, an organization that aims to spread music through
salons and educational events. Ibraheem earned his Bachelor's degree-in
Public Relations from Sana'a University in 2020. He has been working in
the cultural field since 2018, and he founded the only musical salon in
Yemen that gathers contemporary Yemeni musicians to share ideas and
explore new ways to improve Yemeni music. Ibrahim has recorded seven
songs and performed in multiple important events such TEDxSanaa 2014.
Located in Sana’a, Ibraheem strives to shape new forms of Yemeni music.
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ZOWAT MOSIQA

Zowat Mosiga is a music training and album production that spans over
a period of two months and will include two main workshops, numerous
field visits and panel discussions with the participating musicians. Due to
the lack of musical resources, the majority of Yemeni musicians lack the
academic knowledge, the productive process, and the tools necessary to
broaden their horizons and facilitate artistic practice. The project aims to
present basic academic knowledge and improve the technical skills of six
Yemeni musicians. Participants will come from different demographics, not
only to learn and develop but also to network and expand the network of
Yemeni musicians. At the conclusion of the workshops, the six musicians
will work together as a group to produce a music album.
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Gehad is a writer and recreational artist from Sana'a, who studied Political
Sciences and is interested in contemporary art. She works voluntarily and
as a freelancer in the cultural field since 2018 and draws using different
ores. Recently, she started practicing sculpture. She participated in several
local exhibitions and had her own exhibition under the title “Colorful
Silence 2017" in Sana‘a. Recently, she is preparing for a special exhibition
on contemporary art. Gehad also practices creative writing in different wa
and has published several articles on culture, arts, and women iSsu
has a short story that won the second place in Beit Al-Foun
Fiction Writing Contest in Washington. In addition, her st
that was translated into Chinese, has won the prize
story in that contest.
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SNARA (HOOK)

Snara is a project that aims to empower the Yemeni artists economically,
through an instructive training program designed to raise the artists' abilities
artistically and technically, enabling them to invest their skills in establishing
profitable and eco-friendly art projects. Snara aims to provide a stable and
sustainable source of income for the artists, within safe conditions that
ensures their continued productivity.
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Kawkab Ali Al-Hasani is a dentist in Hodeida as well as the Relations and
Cooperation Manager at Hodeida Reading Club. Hodeida Reading Club, a
socio-cultural initiative started by individuals in 2014, works on reading,
arts, and preservation of folklore in Hodeida city and the Tehama region.

During the last years, the club implemented several activities and events

that sustained the cultural momentum in the region.
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for its active presence in socio-religious ceremonies and rituals.
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ASWAT TEHAMIAH

Aswat Tehamiah aims to change the stereotypes on the Tehami culture
by reconnecting adolescents with training on two of its components: Al-
Muwashah Al-Tehami (Tehami Chants) and traditional interior drawings
of Tehami Dar (house). It also advocates international recognition by an
artistic campaign seeking to enlist Al-Muwashah Al-Tehami within UNESCQO's
Intangible Heritage List - Yemen via grassroot support on ground, social
media and communication with representative cultural apparati. Both
have been present for centuries, the interior drawings were selected as
representative of the aesthetics of Tehami women and the Tehami chants
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Maeen Aleryani is a multimedia visual artist based in Sana’a, interested in art
and culture since 2013. His pictorial ideas are inspired by the spontaneous,
hidden moments of street life in Yemen and embodied with artistic images
and texts. Currently, he focuses on contemporary photography. His last
project “Raseef” was featured in a solo exhibition in Sana'a. He also
participated in several local and foreign exhibitions. Maeen aspires to
explore photography as a tool for an in-depth expression to attract the
viewers' emotions using their senses. In 2019, Maeen won an award in
the photography competition, Tales of Moments, organized by Qomra in
Saudi Arabia.
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The Light in Between is a project that seeks to document the lives of
cultural practitioners in Sana’a within their own production spaces. The
project will focus on two artists in Yemen, male and female, to visualize
their creative process and their stories in different phases of their cultural
life. This work serves to shed light on their lives through the power of
image and storytelling. Eventually, this work will result in a book as an
ideal manifestation of the impact.

V4444404




VL0444 44

oSl e I8y

MEET THE PARTICIPANTS
iy il
MAZEN SHARIF

LisglgiSil) (515 doals (o digrSIl Wlagles dwlioy gu ) (e divda ¢pl C b Ojla
LSJL‘“?-” ub«” Y99 poa iyo 2008 din @|)_<:9J99 JleWaVile) umng @lQJ sl
xLL?JL?QLLlRAd_,LLQ”L_)LLJLQQJlg UOJLQHUAJ._JJ&U rc\b,uag _J) AL\JAQ“UJ.C CLUJl
@J|9 oyl U’.E?l Ode dwba uwda (i (uSAudg d92| OAE oy on LV(_\QI
Soinn 8)15] LoysT dysaizlly dviallg délat] o lledll ¢po sl adsity el s
e el bl jle palw dapndll pae) daell gullall Gdgig B omd e doga
0l @eay Sgiza Gl @ LU o Gl basa Judgudl Gle daaizll wl=tall
it 820l bz cbladly Ol olelwulg a8l

Mazen Sharif is from Aden city. He graduated from the University of Science
and Technology - Beijing. Cultural and community activist and photographer
since 2008, passionate about documenting the architecture in the old city
of Aden. Participant and organizer of several art exhibitions and events,
including Aden First Exhibition and TEDx Aden. Mazen is the founder
of Aden Again Cultural Foundation through which he participated in and
organized many cultural, artistic, and community events. Most recently, he
joined the Aden Identity project as coordinator to archive and document
the Adeni architecture. Mazen also manages several social media pages
supporting the arts, culture and youth talents.
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Regathered is a project that seeks to gather and train up-and-coming artists
in artistic management and the organization of art exhibitions. The project
is to provide opportunities for creative pioneers residing in Aden and to
help them develop their ideas and projects in a sustainable way. The goal
is to create intersections between culture and society, enabling artists to
organize and prepare art exhibitions under the guidance of Aden Again in
three fields: Photography, graphic design, and fine arts. Regathered will
also help artists to participate in international and regional exhibitions.
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Mohammed Almahfali is a Yemeni academic and researcher. He was born
in 1979 and he received his Ph.D at Cairo University in 2004. He worked
as a lecturer and an assistant professor in Hadhramaut University, Socotra
Education College 2004- 2017. In 2017, Mohammed had a fellowship from
the Institute of International Education Scholar Rescue Fund to work at Lund
University, Centre for Advanced Middle Eastern Studies, Sweden. He has
published five books in different fields, several papers in peer-reviewed
journals, as well as a poetry collection. Mohammed is also a writer for
several national and international newspapers and websites.
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PROTECTING SOCOTRA FOLK
LITERATURE FOR CREATIVITY

The project aims at documenting a collection of folk literature on Socotra by
collecting, revising, and making it available in Arabic in a database that will
be designed for this purpose. The database will be then promoted through
various media, cultural and academic platforms, in order for cultural activists
to benefit from this project and to enable them to produce other cultural
and artistic works. The project will be implemented by a selected group of
young people from Socatra who have previously worked on collecting the
intangible heritage of Socotra. The goal is to collect around thirty Socotra
stories and to provide a base to be extended in the future through cultural
partnerships working in the field of folk culture in Socotra, Al-Mahra, and
other areas of Yemen.
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Sabreen Alyousefi is a filmmaker and director. In 2019, she participated
in Mudwanat, a podcast training held in Tunisia by the Cultural Resource,
for which she published two episodes addressing Yemeni cultural topics.
Sabreen and her colleagues Aseel Ehab and Sarra Abdulrahman established
the first Yemeni podcasts platform (Boncast) that specializes in documenting
Yemeni cultural heritage. It was independently established by a group of
youth artists in Sana'a in August 2019. Through its various podcasts, Boncast
aims to enrich the Yemeni audio content and uncover the shadowy detail
of Yemen's cultural identity. It tells the stories of its figures, events, an
myths by way of various podcasts produced in high quality. The platfor
believes in the importance of creating a safe space for young artists
participate in the cultural field through modern approaches of cont
creation and publishing. To this day, Boncast is the number one pod
platform in Yemen with over 13,000 plays.
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ME'ELAMA

Me'elama is an audio cultural project that aims to develop the skills of
Yemeni youth artists by enabling them to document and produce audio
content on Yemen's intangible heritage. The project provides training sessions
and workshops in audio content creation and supports the production
of podcasts covering different aspects from Yemen'’s diverse culture.
Me'elama believes in investing in the artists’ skills, and the project will
create sustainable outcomes through similar audio productions in the future.
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Safa'a Bafgeeh, a bachelor’s graduate in Computer Sciences from Aden
University. She attended several training programs, including the
distinguished teacher program of the Scientific Computer Society, and a
course on digital content creation from Al Jazeera Media Institute. Safa'a
also attended English language courses from Mali Institute in Aden, and she
has received a certification for the memorization of the Holy Quran from
Aden Charitable Society in the year 2016. She looks forward to gaining more
experience and skills in managing projects and digital content. Moreove
Safa'a is interested in exploring Yemeni historical subjects, to intr
the past to the people, for the reality to be understood and t
be planned for. Safa'a is also interested in current cultur
are related directly to heritage. All of this will be repr
program, a production of series: The Adani Me
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PRODUCTION OF SERIES:
THE ADANI MEMORY & JO'A ALRABOU

With the passage of time and the weakness of government institutions, part
of the Yemeni archive was lost or stolen. The project seeks to digitize the
history and cultural heritage innovatively and make it available to society
by launching two series: The Adani Memory and Jo'a Alrabou. Jo'a Alrabou
will introduce the audience to unheard stories of dishes from Aden and
the region, linking them to their original homage. The Adani Memory will
highlight the most prominent landmarks such as the Big Ben and include
a set of historical archival materials from their original sources (British
and Soviet archives).
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Shuaib Alafif from Aden. A theatrical arts graduate who was trained in
the field of short films and artistic production essentials. He works as a
playwright and theater director and has participated in several art projects.
Shuaib is active in the field of street theater, having worked with many civil
society institutions and the US Embassy, as well as Oxfam Organization and
the Friedrich Ebert Foundation. Shuaib has conveyed people’s suffering an
their social issues through expressive paintings and street theater for year:
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The project seeks to establish a mobile theater in Aden, focussing on
humanitarian social issues without taking any political stance or supporting
any party. It is planned to organize a series of open air theater shows
in the city, an average of four shows per month and a total of 12 shows
over a period of four months. The program will be established through a
trained theater group that has been working on this for a long time. Most
of the team members are graduates from the Fine Arts Institute’s theater.
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Wajdi al-Ahdal is a Yemeni novelist, the author of short stories, a screenwriter,
and a dramatist. Born in 1972 - Hudaydah, he received a degree in literature
from Sana’'a University. He is known for his contemporary literary style
and sometimes socially critical works, some of which have been censored
in Yemen. Until 2019, he has published five novels, four collections of
short stories, a play and a film screenplay. His novel A Land without
Jasmine was translated into English by William M. Hutchins. A bilingual
dramatization of the work was produced in London at the Battersea Arts
Centre, April 4-6, 2019.
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SCREENWRITING WORKSHOP

The project is to implement a 10-day workshop to teach the principles of
script writing. The workshop is held in a cultural institution in the city of
Sana'a and targets altogether ten young women and men from different
regions of Yemen. The aim is to enable young Yemenis to master the art
of writing scripts for drama series and films, and to show them how this
art can be a profitable profession and source of income.
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Wedad Albadwi is a journalist, cultural activist, and supporter of women and
peace issues, Head of the Cultural Media Center in Sana’a (CMC), member
of the Cultural Politics Group, and member of the Yemeni Women Pact for
Security and Peace. Wedad was honored in Irag as the Best Arab Journalist
in 2021, and by the French media agency CFl in the context of International
Women's Day 2020. She has a wide relationship with the cultural, artistic
feminist and media milieu.
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CULTURAL RECOVERY

Cultural Recovery is a project that seeks to enhance the Yemeni cultural
scene by forming a local network of institutions and non-governmental
organizations that work in the cultural and artistic field in Yemen. They will
hold consultative meetings that bring together all the cultural entities and
issue a guide for them. The project is to contribute to the return of cultural
organizations in an organized and strong way, unifying their efforts and
creating communication links between them.
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Yasser Abdul-Bagi is from Aden Governorate. He is currently working
on establishing a cultural site called “The Cultural Laboratory”. Yasser is
a photographer who has made some short documentaries. He has broad
experience in organizing, setting up, and creating ideas for cultural events:
His foundation has been involved in social and cultural activities together
with other organizations operating in Yemen. Yasser is a member of the
Writers Union, and he has published five books, including two novels:
Zahavar and Traudel, which is set in Germany.
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ADEN COMICS

Aden Comics is a project that aims to spread the culture, heritage, customs,
and traditions of Aden city in artistic and innovative ways by engaging
and encouraging artists to produce comics within the Aden context. The
project believes in the importance of having a comics magazine in Aden
that represents the cultural scene, providing people with information on
the city and its diverse heritage. This project is a pioneer, as there are no
comics magazines in Aden so far.
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