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Awardee: Krystyna Meissner
Director, theatre manager, festival director, Poland

Krystyna Meissner has contributed to the strong presence of German theatre in Poland and
has also been an important figure in introducing contemporary Eastern European theatre in
Germany. She initiated and organized two international theatre festivals: Kontakt in Torun
and Dialog-Wroctaw, which became established as important platforms for theatre
professionals from all over Europe. To this day, Krystyna Meissner traces new
developments and talents in the field of theatre and her productions still shape the stages
in Germany and Poland.

Krystyna Meissner was born in 1933 in Poland, where she is nicknamed the “Iron Lady of
Polish Theatre.” She looks back on a long career during which she worked as a director in
opera, theatre and television, managed theatre companies and launched two international
theatre festivals: Kontakt and Dialog-Wroctaw. Alongside Polish philology at the University of
Warsaw (1956), Krystyna Meissner also studied direction at the State Academy of Theatre in
Warsaw (1962). Her debut was in 1961 at Warsaw's Teatr Ateneum. In the 1970s she worked
for Teatr Telewizji, a weekly television programme with theatre productions, and for Teatr
Polski in Warsaw. For three seasons (1980 to 1983) she served as managing director of the
theatre in Zielona Gora. As managing and artistic director of the theatre in Torun from 1983 to
1996, she created the international theatre festival Kontakt, a meeting place mainly for the
theatre scene of Eastern, Central and Western Europe. After a short time the festival became
renowned in Europe. In 1997, Krystyna Meissner took over one of the most important Polish
stages, the Stary Teatr in Krakow, for a short time. In January 1999 she moved to Wroctaw's
Teatr Wspotczesny, where she took over as director and artistic director. In 2001, she founded
the international theatre festival Dialog-Wroctaw, which was also very successful and
internationally renowned. To this day, Meissner is active as a director and is also involved in
various projects in the German-Polish theatre.

Numerous outstanding German-language theatre makers and choreographers had their Polish
premieres at the Kontakt theatre festival - among them Thomas Ostermeier, Christoph
Marthaler, Sasha Waltz, Jossi Wieler and Peter Stein. The Goethe-Institut began working with
Krystyna Meissner during her time as director of Kontakt and continues the alliance to this
day, cooperating with Festival Dialog-Wroclaw. Thus, the Goethe-Institut was involved in
many guest appearances by German productions in Poland initiated by Krystyna Meissner -
i.e. The Seagul/ and Othello directed by Stefan Pucher, Dream of Autumn and Troi/lus and
Cressiaa directed by Luk Perceval, 7hree Sisters directed by Andreas Kriegenburg and in the
yvear 2013 Cleansed/Crave/4.48 Psychosis and King Lear directed by Johan Simons.



Quotes by Krystyna Meissner:

“In all of my personal and professional life, in my work in the theatre, | moved along without
any guideposts. The only guides | used were curiosity and intuition.” (Conversation with
Krystyna Meissner, May 2014)

“The spontaneous need to share my impressions of experiencing outstanding productions with
others became a direct motive to organize the Kontakt theatre festival in Torun. The second
festival, Dialog-Wroctaw, was then proof of the awakening of an almost addictive desire in
me for the experience of theatre that moves and grasps hold of one. The search for this kind
of theatre became my life's passion.” (Conversation with Krystyna Meissner, May 2014)

“[A festival] is the way to open up new horizons and seek a new understanding between the
audience and the theatre. Thus, the theatre becomes, to a certain extent, a tool for
understanding the world around us.” (From an interview with Kulturtransfer Deutsch-Polnisch,
January 2014)

Quotes about Krystyna Meissner

“Krystyna Meissner, at 74 the grande dame of the scene and director of the Dialog festival in
Wroctaw held every two years since 2001, feels that the theatre may no longer ignore reality,
but take part in it. ‘Everything may be said, everything may be shown.' This is why at Dialog

and as manager of the influential Teatr Wspotczesny in Wroctaw she particularly gives young,
enthusiastic voices a platform.” (Dirk Pilz, Neve Zurcher Zeitung October 2007)

Work
Productions (selection)
A Midsummer Night's Dream by William Shakespeare

The Bedbug by Vladimir Vladimirovich Mayakovsky
Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett

Loneliness Together by Tadeusz Rozewicz

The Confusions of Young Torless by Robert Musil

Story of a Soldier by Igor Stravinsky and Charles-Ferdinand Ramuz



The Inspector General by Nikolai Vasilievich Gogol

The Flea by Yevgeny Zamyatin

The Servant of Two Masters by Carlo Goldoni

Fernando Krapp Wrote Me This Letter by Tankred Dorst

Award-winning productions
1978 Life /s @ Dream by Pedro Calderdn de la Barca at the Siemaszkowa Theatre in Rzeszow

1990 7he Bedbug by Vladimir Vladimirovich Mayakovsky at the Drama Theatre in Elblag
1985  Balladyna by Juliusz Stowacki at the Northern Poland Theatre Festival in Torun
1987  Sunset by Isaak Babel at the Northern Poland Theatre Festival in Torun

1989  The Fleaby Yevgeny Zamyatin at the Northern Poland Theatre Festival in Torun
German guest performances in Poland initiated by Krystyna Meissner (selection)

1991  The Street of Crocodiles, director: Andrzej Woron;

The Sorcerer’s Apprentice, directors: Dana Bufkova and Bedfich Hanys
Magic Flute, director: Wolf-Dieter Ludwig

1992  Nathan'’s Death, director: George Tabori
Riverrun, director: Henryk BaranowsKi

1994  Ubu King, director: Horst Ruprecht

1995  Condensed Milk Landscape director: Hans-Joachim Frank
Clouds. Home, director: Jossi Wieler

1996  Murx den Europder! Murx ihn! Murx ihn! Murx ihn ab!, director: Christoph Marthaler
2001  7he Seagull director: Stefan Pucher

2003 7he Candidate (1980). They Live! director: René Pollesch
Dream of Autumn, director: Luk Perceval

2005 Othello, director: Stefan Pucher
A Shield Against the Future, director: Christoph Marthaler



2007 Three Sisters, director: Andreas Kriegenburg

2009 Troilus and Cressida, director: Luk Perceval
Riesenbutzbach. A Permanent Colony, director: Christoph Marthaler

2013  (leansed/Crave/4.48 Psychosis, director: Johan Simons
King Lear, director: Johan Simons

Awards
1992 Award of the Mayor of Torun

1994 Passport award from the Polityka weekly for the Kontakt theatre festival in Torun
1996 Award of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland

1997 Theatre Critics’ Section Award from the Polish ITI Centre for promoting Polish theatre
abroad

2000 Governor of Lower Silesia Award at the International Theatre Festival
2005 Officers’ Cross of Polonia Restituta
2006 Cavaliers’ Cross of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Lithuania

2008 Dutch “Space to Take Place” for her part in developing cultural Polish-Dutch relations
and promoting European theatre in Poland



