
THE LANGUAGE MAGICIAN
Speaking Activities
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German speaking module
Oral communication

Magical Moments: 

Let’s get MAGICIANs to assess 
speaking skills
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Sprache hat enorme 
Zauberkraft! 

Liz Black 

lizb.alkira@gmail.com

Twitter @lizblanguages
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Step 1 

From oral activity to standards
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Step 2 

From oral activity to standards
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Step 3 

From standards to oral activities
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Step 4 

From standards to oral activities
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Step 5 

From standards to oral activities



Assessing communication skills - acting in 

a dialogue situation

Magician Convention activity
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Pupils’ performance. 

Example from Tenerife



Interview mit Winivil
Wie heißt du? Ich heiße Winivil

Wie geht’s? Gut, danke

Es geht mir gut, danke

Wie alt bist du? Ich bin achtzig Jahre alt

Was ist deine magische Farbe? Meine magische Farbe ist blau

Wo wohnst du? Ich wohne in einem Schloss

Welches Tier magst du? Ich mag Bäre

Was ist deine Supermacht? Mit meiner Macht kannst du 

verschwinden



Assessing pronunciation + intonation
Tututututu - Tututututu

Krokodil und Hund und Bär,

alle rufen: Komm doch her.

Winivil, mit Zauberei

hält sie fest im Turm, oh wei.

Befrei die Tiere, aber nicht mit Geld,

Sprache ist dein Tor, dein Tor zur Welt.

Die Kraft, sie ist im Zauberhut.

Du brauchst Glück und großen Mut.



The Magician’s Eye



The Magician’s Eye

These activities 

• use graphics to help form visual memory links 

without the interference of Literacy barriers

• support pupils in developing some common 

linguistic structures 

• Link a teaching activity with an assessment 

activity 



Ich kann…. 

sehen

Ich denke….



Ich kann … 

sehen

Ich denke….



Ich kann

…sehen

Ich denke….



Hilfe, bitte Ich kann…sehen Beschreib…

Ich denke….

Frage?



?



Other sample images







Speaking tasks with picture cards
Games with cards: 

• Turn over picture cards and say the word

• Turn over word cards and say them

• Turn over words cards and spell

• Turn over picture cards – say and spell

• (Pelmanism) Find a pair and say the word In

• In pairs: say the names against the clock

• In a group – each say if you like the thing on the 
picture / which is your favourite

• Say a sentence using the picture card  



Speaking games with cards: 

1. Turn over picture 

cards  and say  the 

word

2. Turn over word cards 

and say them

3. Turn over words cards 

and spell

4. Turn over picture 

cards – say and spell

5. (Pelmanism) Find a 

pair and say the word

6. In pairs: say the 

names against the 

clock

7. In a group – each say 

if you like the thing on 

the picture / which is 

your favourite

8. Say a sentence using 

the picture card  

Reading games with cards: 

1. Read individual words from the 

screen and grab/hold up  the 

card

2. Put the cards in the order you 

see them in a longer text

3. Sort word cards into dictionary 

order

Listening games with 

miniflashcards: 

1. Listen (to simple 

utterances) and 

grab/hold up  the card

2. Listen (to a story) and 

grab/hold up  the card 

when you hear its 

name

3. Put the cards in the 

order you hear

4. Listen to a spelling and 

hold up the card

Writing games with miniflashcards:

1. Stick them on a poster / in your book and write labels

2. Write down the words you like best in your own language and the 

new language

3. Write the words in dictionary order 

4. Write a sentence using the picture word 

Using picture card 

and matching word 

cards 


