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Ash wood, Urushi lacquer

Object 1 (child): h 221Tmm x @110mm
Object 2 (woman): h 258mm x @115mm
Object 3 (man): h 300mm x @107mm
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Paulownia wood, Urushi lacquer
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At the invitation of the Goethe-Institut Villa Kamogawa, the product designer Kai Linke living in Frankfurt
a.M. initiated the "Suiteki" project together with the Urushi master Takahiko Sato from Kyoto for the Expo
2025 Osaka, Kansai with the theme "Constant dripping wears away the stone".

The "Suiteki" project unfolds a fascinating synthesis of tradition and innovation as well as a commitment to
a sustainable future by combining the millennia-old lacquer technique of Urushi with contemporary design.
When an Urushi drop, obtained from the sap of the Urushi tree, hardens on a surface, it appears like a
solidified drop of water.

This organic shape reveals the unique aesthetics and atmosphere of Urushi products with their special
reflection, depth effect and lustre.

A drop of water, in Japanese "Suiteki”, is a symbol of life and moisture in the German and Japanese
languages. There are numerous proverbs in both languages. "Constant dripping brings the stone", in Japanese
"Amadare isho o0 ugatsu.", for example, refers to the fact that seemingly small efforts can lead to success
if they are undertaken persistently enough. The proverb also reminds Kai Linke of the elaborate and long-
lasting Urushi surface finishes of the "Suiteki" objects, which resemble solidified drops of Urushi lacquer and
emphasise their precision craftsmanship. The objects were milled from ash and paulownia woods in Germany
and lacquered in Japan by Urushi master Takahiko Sato in a process lasting several months and involving
dozens of layers.

Around the world, the symbol of water droplets stands for life and moisture. Nowadays, the symbol is
becoming increasingly important in view of global water scarcity and environmental pollution, as well as the
need to use water carefully. Both Japan and Germany have been hit by extreme weather conditions such as
heatwaves, droughts and low water levels in recent years.

The project will be presented to the public as part of Expo 2025 in Osaka and honours the cooperation
between cultures, crafts and design. The "Suiteki" objects create an awareness of the responsible use of
water as a resource.

Object 1: Purple: 244 x 206 x h 40mm
Object 2: Yellow: 130 x 130 x h 40mm
Object 3: Orange: 115 x 130 x h 40mm
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Kai Linke designer
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Kai Linke works in the interdisciplinary fields of product and exhibition design, art direction, © Ingmar Kurth
innovation consulting and architectural collaborations for international companies and

institutions. His work is based on dialogue and intensive research and is characterised by a combination of tradition and innovation, as well as a
passion for cultures, materials and technologies. He combines function and aesthetics through innovative processes, creating atmosphere and making
contexts tangible and experiential.

His projects have been featured in numerous international publications, exhibitions and permanent collections, such as the Norwegian National
Museum in Oslo, Galila's P.O.C. in Brussels and the Museum Angewandte Kunst in Frankfurt and have received multiple awards.

Kai Linke studied product design at the Offenbach University of Art and Design. He was a scholarship holder of the German National Academic
Foundation, the Akademie Schloss Solitude/Stuttgart and the Goethe-Institut Villa Kamogawa Kyoto/Japan. In 2019 he published the book ‘Kai Linke in
Japan’. In 2021 he designed and conceived the German pavilion ‘Spoon Archaeology’ at the London Design Biennale.

Kai Linke is actively involved in design education. Since 2015, he has been teaching product design at various universities. Since 2024 he has been
Professor of Product Design at the BGBA Hanau - University of Cooperative Education.
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Takahiko Sato Urushi artisan
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Takahiko Sato is the 4th generation representative of Sato Kiyomatsu Shoten, an urushi lacquer

shop founded in 1921 in Nishijin, Kyoto.

While continuing the traditional techniques as an urushi lacquer finisher, he conducts his own
scientific research on urushi and develops new uses for it.

With his academic approach, he is involved in a variety of innovative and creative fields,
including architecture, automabiles, shoes, metal tools and artworks by world-renowned artists.

© KA EAES

He is also an armourer and, as an Urushi painter, is committed to the transmission of techniques from ancient dynasties and the preservation of
Japanese culture.



